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Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Briefing for Breckland Council elected members (19 May 2021) 

 
Purpose of the note: To ensure members are aware of the plans that are being put in 
place to ensure that Breckland is prepared, as far as possible, to respond to the impact of 
coronavirus. 
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1. Recent Government advice/action 
 
NEW: More than 20 million UK adults receive both doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
Health services across the UK have now administered a total of 56 million vaccines between 8 
December and 15 May, including 36 million people vaccinated with 1 dose and 20 million received 2 
doses.  
 
NEW: COVID-19 vaccines: 11,700 deaths prevented 
New Public Health England (PHE) analysis indicates that the COVID-19 vaccination programme 
prevented 11,700 deaths in those aged 60 and older in England up to the end of April – an additional 
1,300 since the previous update. For the first time, analysis also suggests that at least 33,000 
hospitalisations were prevented in those aged 65 and older in England, in the same time period. 
 
NEW: Most vulnerable offered second dose of COVID-19 vaccine earlier to help protect against 
variants 
The country’s most vulnerable are to be offered their second COVID-19 vaccine earlier, the 
government has announced, as part of plans to tackle rising cases of the B1.617.2 variant of concern 
first identified in India. Appointments for a second dose of a vaccine will be brought forward from 12 
to 8 weeks for the remaining people in the top 9 priority groups who have yet to receive their 
second dose. 
 
NEW: New measures to boost response to the B1.617.2 variant 
The B1.617.2 variant of concern is beginning to spread increasingly rapidly in certain areas across the 
country and action is being taken to further control its spread including additional surge testing, 
increased genomic sequencing and enhanced contact tracing. 
 
NEW: JCVI advice to mitigate impact of B1.617.2 variant 
The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has issued advice to the government 
on the use of COVID-19 vaccines to mitigate the impact of the B1.617.2 variant of concern. 
 
NEW: Summit to build global confidence in vaccines to be convened by the UK Government 
The UK Government will convene a virtual Global Vaccine Confidence Summit on 2 June, bringing 
together experts in the public and private sector. The Summit will look at innovative solutions to 
tackle misinformation and support confidence in life-saving COVID-19 vaccines around the world. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/more-than-20-million-uk-adults-receive-both-doses-of-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-vaccines-11-700-deaths-prevented
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/most-vulnerable-offered-second-dose-of-covid-19-vaccine-earlier-to-help-protect-against-variants
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-measures-to-boost-response-to-the-b16172-variant
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jcvi-advice-to-mitigate-impact-of-b1-617-2-variant
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/summit-to-build-global-confidence-in-vaccines-to-be-convened-by-the-uk-government
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NEW: Employers unite to encourage over a million staff to get the COVID-19 vaccine 
Leading employers across the UK including Asda, IKEA and Santander come together to encourage 
their staff to get the COVID-19 vaccine when eligible. 
 
NEW: Findings from latest COVID-19 REACT-1 study published 
Findings from Imperial College London and Ipsos MORI show infections have halved since the last 
REACT-1 study in March, with only 1 in 1,000 people infected. Over 127,000 volunteers were tested 
in England between 15 April and 3 May 2021 as part of one of the most significant COVID-19 studies 
in the world.  
 
NEW: Football stars hail COVID-19 vaccine as the 'best defence' of 2021 
A host of football players and pundits – past and present – have backed the UK’s COVID-19 
vaccination programme with the ‘best defence’ of 2021 accolade. Football legends Harry Redknapp, 
Chris Kamara, Eniola Aluko, Chris Hughton, Carlton Cole and Jules Breach appear in the short film, 
choosing their best defenders of the season so far – with the COVID-19 vaccination programme 
coming out on top - and encouraging the public to take up the jab when offered. 
 
NEW: COVID-19 Charter for holidaymakers launched 
The government has published a Passenger COVID-19 Charter, providing a source of information for 
passengers outlining their rights and responsibilities when travelling this summer. As first set out by 
the Global Travel Taskforce, the charter will guide passengers on what to do if their travel plans 
change, including: what they are entitled to through their passenger rights; expectations of the 
providers they are booking trips with; their own responsibilities to ensure a smooth journey. 
 
NEW: New 'We Offer Testing to our Staff' scheme launched 
A new scheme for businesses offering workplace testing for staff through NHS Test and Trace has 
been launched across the UK. It will show customers, employees and the wider public the businesses 
that are going the extra mile to keep their staff and the public safe. In addition to workplace testing, 
business owners and staff should all follow essential behaviours such as ‘Hands, Face, Space, Fresh 
Air’ and, where applicable, checking customers and visitors in using the NHS COVID-19 app. 
 
The latest government and Health information and advice can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

 
 

2. Supporting businesses and employees  
 
NEW: Advice following latest easing of restrictions (from 17 May) 
Following the further easing of restrictions, remember that you should continue to work from home 
if you can, travel safely, and follow the rules in the Coronavirus Restrictions guidance. 
 
The changes mean that Indoor areas of hospitality venues can reopen for groups of up to 6 people or 
larger groups consisting of no more than 2 households. This includes: 

• restaurants 

• pubs 

• bars, including those in hotels or members’ clubs 

• social clubs 

• cafes and canteens 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/employers-unite-to-encourage-over-a-million-staff-to-get-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/findings-from-latest-covid-19-react-1-study-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/football-stars-hail-covid-19-vaccine-as-the-best-defence-of-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-19-charter-for-holidaymakers-launched
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-we-offer-testing-to-our-staff-scheme-launched
https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Hospitality venues providing alcohol for consumption on the premises, such as pubs and restaurants, 
will be required to provide table service. 
 
Indoor entertainment and visitor attractions can reopen. This includes: 

• amusement arcades and adult gaming centres 

• bingo halls 

• circuses 

• bowling alleys 

• snooker and pool halls 

• museums and galleries 

• adventure playgrounds and activities 

• escape rooms, paintballing and recreational driving facilities 

• play areas (including soft play centres and inflatable parks) 

• zoos, safari parks, aquariums and other animal attractions 

• stately or historic homes, castles, or other heritage sites 

• The following businesses must remain closed: 

• nightclubs, dance halls, and discotheques 
 
Extended guidance is available on the national Government website. 
 
REMINDER: Business support remains available 
If you know a business that needs support please ask them to engage via our website or by emailing 
us: regeneration@breckland.gov.uk.  
 
We use our single grant application form to match companies to every available national scheme, 
and our revised discretionary policy should mean that every legitimate Breckland-based business 
should be eligible for some direct financial support.    
 
We have now issued almost £50m in financial support since the start of the pandemic and want to 
make sure every business in Breckland that needs help, gets help – so please do flag any known 
issues to us.  
 
UPDATED: Restart Grants 
We have been able to pay businesses who meet the national eligibility for “Restart” Grants and have 
issued over £6.5m of grant monies.  
 
The amount of money a business can receive is based on nationally set criteria, which looks at both 
the type of business they run, and the rateable value of their premises (only businesses in rateable 
premises are eligible under this scheme, although this does include those in receipt of 100% rate 
relief):   

 

Category Eligible businesses include  Grants Available (based on RV) 

<£15k £15–51k 51k> 

Non-essential 
retail 

Retailers whose products are not necessary to 
the health and well-being of the public  

£2,667 £4,000 £6,000 

Hospitality & 
leisure 

Hospitality, accommodation, leisure, personal 
care and gym business 

£8,000 £12,000 £18,000 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reopening-businesses-and-venues-in-england/reopening-businesses-and-venues
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/15960/Grant-Information
mailto:regeneration@breckland.gov.uk
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Businesses who have not previously received support will also be able to engage via our single web 
form, and we will match against eligibility via: https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/16267/Covid-
19-Business-Grant 
 
UPDATED: Additional Restrictions Grants – Breckland’s discretionary policy.  
Based on the gaps left from the LRSG (Closed) policy we continue our complimentary set of support 
grants using Breckland’s discretionary resource. Under this approach, any business can apply if they 
are ineligible for LRSG (Closed) and struggling.  
 
We have reviewed our available funding against current applications and have extended this support 
to provide additional monies to all recipients to cover businesses through to restrictions lifting in the 
current roadmap. Eligibility and awards are grouped into four categories for the period 5 January - 15 
February (with newly applied top ups shown in brackets): 
 

• Businesses with high fixed property costs, who are forced to close (i.e. B&Bs) - £1,334 (topped 
up with £2,664) 

• Businesses with high fixed property costs, who can still open but are struggling (i.e. supply chain, 
manufacturers) £1,000 (topped up with £2,001) 

• Businesses with low / no fixed property costs, who are forced to close (i.e. regular market 
traders, hairdressers renting space) - £1,000 (topped up with £2,001) 

• Businesses with low / no fixed property costs, who can still open but are struggling – (i.e. self-
employed, open market traders) £667 (topped up with £1,335) 

 
Any business can apply via: https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/16267/Covid-19-Business-Grant 
 
Current awards from Breckland now over £2.5m, supporting over 1,250 businesses. 
 
UPDATED: Support for High Streets & Business Support through the reopening period.   
Our “Spring Back” Programme is fully operation to support Breckland businesses who may now 
access a further £2m of support which includes:  
 

• Shop Front Improvement Scheme – investing in the biggest ever “Spring Clean” across the 
District. Any businesses based in Breckland’s primary shopping areas, or any customer facing 
business, will be able to get financial support for improvements and enhancements to their shop 
frontage – from a lick of paint through to a replacement frontage. Claims of £18,000 received to 
date. 

 

• Covid Safe and Adaptions Grants – helping businesses shoulder the burden of trading in a Covid-
safe way and meet the challenges of serving under restrictions. Grants of up to £5k will be 
available to invest in safety; or change business practices. From extra PPE and screens, through 
to a new marquee or outdoor seating. Claims of £90,000 received to date. 

 

• Covid Safe Scheme – helping customers easily see the efforts businesses are making to ensure 
Covid safety, with a simple accreditation scheme delivered by Breckland Public Protection.  

 

• Continued Investment in Shopper Safety – with new and replacement hand sanitiser stations in 
all busy shopping areas, and friendly Covid Support Officers helping assure safety 6 days a week.  

 

• Expanded Enjoy Discover Explore Campaign – promoting and highlighting the local shopping 
and leisure offer across Breckland, with branding now bespoke to each Market Town.   

 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/16267/Covid-19-Business-Grant
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/16267/Covid-19-Business-Grant
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/16267/Covid-19-Business-Grant
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• Digital Breckland – building on the highly successful scheme – Breckland Digital High Streets 
enabling any Breckland-based business to get support for their digital offer, with grants towards 
making key digital changes from a new payment system, through to search engine optimisation.  
Claims of £86,000 received to date. 

 

• Expanded enterprise and start-up scheme – having already created 10 new businesses since 
Christmas, we are looking to grow the pipeline of new innovative businesses further. With 
finance and advice for new entrepreneurs looking to start-up locally. Claims of £90,000 received. 

 

• Support grants for businesses outside of national schemes –As part of commitment that no 
business in need goes unsupported, Breckland’s discretionary scheme extends grants to any 
Breckland-based-business ineligible under national schemes – including self-employed, market 
traders and mobile traders.  

 
UPDATED: Growth Programme  
 

• Town Delivery Plans – the ‘Future Breckland’ Project - The Project is now live following 
appointment of a lead delivery partner. For it to more easily resonate with different audiences, 
the project will now be working under a new title ‘Future Breckland: Thriving People & Places. 
The next stage of activity is information gathering and planning, with the first major piece of 
work due to focus on Dereham. Further details will be made on the project website. Any 
questions can be addressed to the Project Team on tdps@breckland.gov.uk .The Dereham 
Project is now fully live and well into engagement and information gathering. The Dereham 
survey open to all now live on our web pages. Since launching the survey there have been 55 
responses to date, 90% of which from residents. Dereham 1:1 engagement sessions have now 
commenced and meet the Team event delivered, 10th May, with 49 people in attendance. 

• Snetterton Power & Masterplanning – We are working with UKPN on their recent quotation to 
reach an agreed construction cost and programme. In conjunction with Greater South East 
Energy Hub (Govt.-funded advisors) we are exploring the possibilities of existing businesses 
installing solar panels on their roofs to supplement the existing power network. 

• Thetford HIF – We have received Balfour Beatty’s commercial offer for the new primary 
substation and are undertaking a detailed review which will take several weeks to conclude.  

• Rural exception sites – Currently enabling 6 rural exception sites and work started on focussed 
project on targeting parishes for a scheme. 

• Extra care scheme – Working with Norfolk County Council to enable the delivery of extra care 
scheme in Thetford and Dereham (affordable rent and shared ownership). 

• Affordable housing delivery – Projecting 141 new affordable homes 21/22. 

• Youth Homelessness Project – Working with Benjamin Foundation and OVO to deliver 
affordable housing for young homeless people in Dereham (OVO approved £100k grant). 

• Green Homes Grant LAD2 – Working with RPs and requested £520k from Energy Hub to retrofit 
homes for Flagship, Broadland, Orbit and Clarion. Allocated pot of £447k. 

• Elm Road Temporary Accommodation Project – Work continues and currently evaluating 
tenders for the management provider. 

• Stalled sites – Working with Planning colleagues on stalled sites list. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/future-breckland
mailto:tdps@breckland.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/SBarsby/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/UG0HLHXV/v
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3. Community Support 
 
UPDATED: Symptom-free testing coming to Thetford 
People living in the Thetford are being encouraged to come forward to access symptom-free Covid 
testing. The testing programme will be at Sainsbury’s supermarket car park the week of 18 May, 
followed by Tesco car park the following week. This is a change to the previously advertised dates, 
which originally had the testing bus located at one supermarket only.  
 
The tests are being offered as one in three people who are infected with Covid-19 have no 
symptoms so could be spreading the disease without knowing it. As lockdown eases, and we get to 
meet up and hug family and friends, eat indoors at restaurants and pubs, and meeting places open 
up, it is vital that residents can be assured they are not carrying Covid-19 and infecting family, 
friends and into the wider community. 
  
The asymptomatic testing programme is being delivered locally in partnership between Breckland 
Council and Norfolk County Council's Public Health team. The programme has already been offered 
in the district’s other towns, as well as other parts of Norfolk. 
 
To make tests as accessible as possible, people will be able to walk-up without an appointment. 
Alternatively, people can check open times and book an appointment slot at 
www.norfolk.gov.uk/rapidtesting. Note last admission will be 30 minutes before closing. 
 
Tests will be offered: 
 

• Thetford Sainsbury’s store car park, London Road 
Open from 18 to 22 May (8 am – 8 pm) 
 

• Tesco car park, Kilverstone 
Open from 22 May to 29 May (8 am – 8 pm) 
 
These sites are for people without symptoms. Anybody who does have symptoms - a high 
temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste - should instead 
book a test via www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119. 
 
REMINDER: Self isolation Support available 
People required to self-isolate can access practical, social, or emotional support to do so from 
Breckland Council or its partners. 
 
The new Self isolation Support operating model focuses on:  

• Financial support for people on low incomes who are unable to work from home and will 
lose income through self-isolating. 

• Practical, social, and emotional support for those who need it, organised by councils and 
community groups. 

• Targeted enforcement of breaches of the legal requirement to self-isolate, as well as council 
enforcement against employers who pressure their employees to break self-isolation when they are 
required to do so. 

• Communications to improve awareness of when people need to self-isolate, how long for, 
what this involves, its importance in stopping the spread of the virus, the support available and the 
consequences of breaking the rules. 

 

http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/rapidtesting
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
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Members can still make direct referrals for residents in need of support by emailing 
communitysupport@breckland.gov.uk  
 
NEW: Covid testing at Elizabeth House for members and officers 
We continue to offer covid tests to any staff and members who need to come into Elizabeth House. 

The tests are observed by trained members of staff, who log the results into the national database. 

We are offering the tests to keep everybody safe, as anybody who tests positive will be required to 

go home and begin isolating. This will help break the chain of transmission. 

Please don’t forget that we continue to operate a very limited capacity at the office whilst we are 

still under Covid-safe conditions and whilst refurbishment works take place upstairs. As a result, 

most council staff continue to work from home and members are urged to not come into the office 

unless it is essential.  

If it is necessary that you come into the office, please raise this with our Facilities team in advance so 

they can manage on-site capacity and let them know in advance whether you’d like to access a free 

test.  

As an alternative, people without symptoms can access tests from other venues, including 

pharmacies or request home testing packs to be sent to your home. find out more at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-

do-not-have-symptoms/ 

 

4. Breckland service updates 
 
UPDATED: Frontline services 
The vast majority of the services that we provide continue where the service is essential, subject to 
risk assessments and latest guidance issued to staff. You can see an overview of our service updates 
on our website. 
 
NEW: Record-breaking fines issued in flytipping crackdown  
As part of Breckland Council’s commitment to making the district a clean and pleasant place to live, 
work and visit, it has issued nine Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) in a single week – the most issued in a 
single week. The fines total £2,500, which will be redirected to fund anti-flytipping activities in the 
future. Residents continue to be encouraged to report flytipping issues via our website. 
 
NEW: Covid Support Officers supporting easing of restrictions 
Breckland Council’s Covid Support Officers have been assisting with the easing of restrictions. This 
has included further stepping up a visible presence on our towns’ high streets, carrying out further 
assessments of business safety measures as part of our Covid Safe Scheme accreditation 
programme, responding to a rising number of enquiries about what the new guidance permits, 
carrying out joint patrols with the Police, and supporting the ongoing asymptomatic testing 
programme. 
 
UPDATED: More businesses achieve Covid Safe Scheme accreditation 
More than 50 businesses have now received accreditation under Breckland Council’s Covid Safe 
Scheme. Under the initiative, local businesses which have put in place considerable measures to 
keep staff and customers safe – such as one-way systems, screens, and hand sanitising stations – are 
given a window sticker to help give prospective customers confidence that they can shop safely, as 
well as seeing their business added to the council’s online accredited businesses directory. 

 

mailto:communitysupport@breckland.gov.uk
mailto:facilities@breckland.gov.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/service-updates
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/service-updates
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/flytip
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/Covid-Safe-Scheme
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NEW: 250 Mental Health Champions to be trained in Breckland 
Breckland Council has released £15,000 to help create a network of 250 new Mental Health First 
Aiders and Community Mental Health Champions trained and operating in the district. The enhanced 
network of support is part of a new Mental Health Community Partnership between the council, 
Norfolk and Waveney MIND, the NSFT Wellbeing Service, and YANA (‘You Are Not Alone’ - the rural 
industries mental health charity). 
 
Over the next 2 years, the partnership will deliver a variety of Mental Health First Aid and Awareness 
courses to small businesses, local 'grass roots' groups, and community organisations, in the 
development of a 250 strong network of Mental Health 'Community Champions'. 

 
Breckland Council 

19.05.21 
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