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Latest Information, Advice, Useful Links and Service Updates 

Updated 17 March 2022 

This weekly briefing is intended as a resource to keep you up to date with the latest 

information and advice. 

 

COVID-19 Trusted sources of information  

The most recent verified data on cases in the UK and Norfolk is available from 
Public Health England and Norfolk Insights. 

Everyone has a key role in promoting www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus as trusted sources of information to the public.  It is 
important to ensure people go to the right sources of information and keep up to date 
with how to look after themselves.  

Keep up to date: We have a dedicated webpage for coronavirus updates in Norfolk 
and impact on Norfolk County Council services. This is updated regularly so please 
do re-visit this page. 

Service updates: The most up to date information on council services can be found 
at Norfolk County Council services disruptions. The council will continue to monitor 
its services and, if regulations and circumstances change, it will review its current 
plans. 

National Announcements  

Homes for Ukraine Scheme 

The Government has set up the Homes for Ukraine scheme. Individuals, charities, 
community groups and businesses can offer accommodation to Ukrainian refugees. 

The scheme will open on 18 March for visa applications from Ukrainians and 
immediate family members who already have named people willing to sponsor them. 

People wanting to be sponsors who do not know anyone personally fleeing Ukraine 
can also record their interest in being a sponsor.  

Sponsors should provide accommodation for as long as they are able, but the 
government has a minimum expectation of 6 months. 

More information here 

Accommodation for refugees 

If you have a whole property or self-contained annexe you would rent to a refugee 
family, you can let us know by completing complete the form on the Norfolk County 
Council website.  

Further information and the Norfolk County Council accommodation form can be 
found here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.norfolkinsight.org.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/adults-health/coronavirus/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/migrants-refugees-and-asylum-seekers/ukraine
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World Social Work Day 

Norfolk Social Workers 

The hard work and dedication of hundreds of Norfolk social workers and frontline 
practitioners is being championed this week as part of World Social Work Day and 
social work week. 

Norfolk County Council is recruiting social workers now. Anyone who is already 
qualified and is interested in a job with Children’s Social Care should visit our 
Children's Social Care vacancies page. 

The council also offers a variety of apprenticeships and training opportunities for 
adult social care careers. 

Over the last year there have been a number of new developments across adult’s 
and children’s social care: 

• The Norfolk Social Care Academy has offered additional help to those 
wanting to join the adult social care sector, with free training, one-to-one 
mentor support, and a guaranteed job interview. 

• Approval was given for Adult Social Services to begin a new phase of the 
council’s Promoting Independence Programme, giving a radical new focus on 
prevention and early intervention. 

• Children’s Services social workers scooped gold and silver awards in the 
prestigious Social Worker of the Year Awards in the practice educator of the 
year category and the social justice advocate category. 

• The New Roads service was launched to support some of Norfolk’s most 
vulnerable young people providing them with education, life coaching and 
speech and language therapy, as well as access to short term residential 
beds and foster care placements to help meet their needs. 

• The new Targeted Youth Support Service was launched to support young 
people at risk of harm outside of the family home through criminal or sexual 
exploitation 

 

City College and Norfolk County Council teach school children 
about road safety 

A collection of performances about road safety are being brought to schools across 
Norfolk, thanks to a collaboration between the county council and college students. 

The City College Norwich acting and production arts students will take their newly 
created performance to thousands of Year 7 and Year 8 students in 15 different 
schools across Norfolk over the course of the next two weeks. 

The performances have been targeted at this age group as they are considered to 
have a significantly increased risk of being involved in road accidents as they begin 
travelling independently. 

The 45-minute play, devised in collaboration with Norfolk County Council, will 
promote safer travel to and from school and aims to help give young people the 
confidence to travel independently and the encouragement to walk or cycle. 

 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/jobs-training-and-volunteering/childrens-services-social-work-vacancies
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Norfolk School Streets Trial 

Norfolk School Streets is a trial which aims to make the journey to and from school 
safer and more pleasant.  It is run by Norfolk County Council in partnership with 
Sustrans.  

Over the coming weeks anyone who will be affected by a School Street trial as a 
parent, resident, business, pupil or school staff will be contacted by the Sustrans 
team so they can have their say. This contact will be via the school, flyers to local 
addresses, visits to local businesses, posters and social media. People will be 
invited to complete a survey to gather their views. 

There’s also the chance for local people to get involved in the School Streets trial, 
this could mean volunteering to be a traffic steward, or with other aspects of the 
scheme. People can find out more, volunteer and have their say on the School 
Streets website. 

More information here 

 

Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service  

Safer training towers for Norfolk’s fire stations  

Improvements to Norfolk fire stations which will help firefighters carry out lifesaving 
training exercises and prepare for public safety incidents have been completed. 

The £1.75 million investment by Norfolk County Council in 21 new training towers 
means that fire fighters can recreate real-life scenarios involving incidents at height, 
while still being available on local stations to respond to emergency calls. 

After receiving funding and planning approvals in 2020, construction began on new 
training towers at the following stations: Cromer, Holt, Mundesley, Acle, Martham, 
Stalham, Wroxham, Heacham, Massingham, Sandringham, Harleston, Hingham, 
Loddon, Long Stratton, Aylsham, Reepham, Wells, Methwold, Swaffham and East 
Harling fire stations.  

The new towers are mainly replacing older ones which had come to the end of their 
useful life.  

Working at height training is vital in ensuring that fire crews are competent and safe 
while practising for dangerous rescues at height. By having access to state-of-the-art 
training towers, crews across Norfolk can better prepare for working at height to 
ensure they can save residents in the safest manner possible. 

After delays caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, work was recently completed on 
these towers after construction could resume in 2021.   

Supporting Ukraine’s firefighters 

Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service has supplied kit and equipment including hose 
reels, protective uniform, generators, foil blankets, lighting and heavy rescue 
equipment to support Ukrainian firefighters to save lives during the ongoing conflict. 

This action is part of a project organised by National Fire Chiefs Council and FIRE 
AID UK to send more than 5,000 items to Ukraine from UK fire and rescue services. 

https://www.activenorfolk.org/public/building-activity-in-our-communities/schoolstreets/

