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On Palm Sunday Christians up and down the country will 

peacefully journey to churches remembering Jesus’ triumphal 

journey into Jerusalem. Sometimes we follow a donkey, sometimes not. We will be 

carrying palm crosses with us and perhaps handing them over to passers-by. Our 

Palm Sundays are very quiet. Tame. In Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday there was 

revolution in the air. Many Jews at that time were keen to overthrow their Roman 

oppressors. Crowds had speculated over who Jesus was. There were pilgrims in the 

city full of excitement. Was Jesus the one? A Messiah to drive out the enemy? They 

thought so and hoped so. Branches were ripped off trees, waved and scattered on 

the road. Euphoric cries, ‘Blessed be the King who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 

could be heard from the city. 

 

If the crowds had looked more closely, they would have noticed Jesus was not riding 

a war horse. It was a mere colt. Small and insignificant. Jesus and his followers did 

not bring in the heavy armament of the day or weapons of war. Just some disciples 

and an exuberant crowd. He came in peacefully and humbly. As always, the kingdom 

he spoke of was not about war and fighting, but of peace, gracious living, and 

compassion. He was a different kind of King. 

 

I am conscious when writing that the Russian invasion of Ukraine is continuing, and I 

have no idea when or how it will end. Before the invasion started, I could 

understand the insecurities of Russia being threatened by the possibility of Ukraine 

joining NATO. Many people hit-out when threatened. But there must be a better 

way. There has to be. Jesus entered Jerusalem peacefully, but his presence still 

caused a stir. Jewish religious leaders were threatened by his action of driving out 

the money changers from the temple, ‘you have made my house a den of robbers’ he 

told them.  And when the religious leaders challenged the Roman authorities to act 

against Jesus, they used the language of ‘king of the Jews’ implying a threat to the 

reign of Caesar, to get a hearing. When that failed it was the hostile language of the 

populace crying ‘crucify’ which won the day.  

 

No wonder Jesus had wept over the city of Jerusalem. How many times had voices 

spoken about making peace with God and how often had humanity turned a blind 

eye? Yet, even when raw hatred and cruelty of men with venomous hearts lashed 

and tormented Jesus on Good Friday, he loved, and kept loving. No tongue lashing. 

No cursing. He took it, all alone. And finally, on the cross, he uttered, ‘It is finished’.   

PAUL’S POST 
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He took the full force of hatred to the cross. He took the misplaced dreams and 

fantasies of people of power to the cross. He took it all.  

 

And on Easter day he rose. The call to follow him remained and still 

does. To follow is to live the way he lived, loving God, loving 

neighbour, and loving oneself; it’s the way to go. It is costly but it leads 

to life and life in all its fullness. It is God’s gift. It is why we celebrate 

Easter. It is all about life and a new life for us. Why not join us at 

Easter – you will be most welcome. 

 

A date for your diary. On Tuesday 26th April the Revd Laura Purnell will be licensed 

as Team Vicar and Schools’ Worker in the Dereham & District Team Ministry. The 

service will be at 7.00 pm in All Saints’ Church, Shipdham. We look forward to 

meeting her and working alongside her. 

Paul 

APCM 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

1st May 2022 after Café Church (11am) 

ALL WELCOME 

 

Thank you to everyone who has 

bought a lily in the name of a 

loved one. 

The many lives that have been 

lost in Ukraine are also 

remembered in our church this 

year.  

 



5 

All Saints’ Tower Floodlighting 

All Saints’ Tower floodlighting in April is sponsored by the Rileys 

and MacIsaacs:  

Our Brother, Paul’s Birthday 16th April.  

Without farewell you fell asleep 

Leaving us sweet memories forever to keep. X  

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting at All Saints’ Church for a particular 

month to commemorate a special person or event, please contact Theresa Hewett 

on trhewett@outlook.com or by telephone to 01362 820354. The suggested 

donation is £35 per month.  

Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance is open every day. If you would like to have an entry in 

the Book in memory of a loved one please contact Theresa Hewett on 01362 

820354 or by email to trhewett@outlook.com or drop the details through our door 

with your £5 donation. 

CHURCH NOTICES 

Café Saints Coffee Morning 

All Saints’ Church 

10am—11:30am Thursday 7th April 2022 

All Welcome 

We will be praying in April for all those who live in: 

Shipdham: Bradenham Road, White Horse Close, Eastgate, Meadow Close, 

Letton Road, Swan Lane, Henry Cross Close. 

Bradenham: Nelson Close, Mill Hill, Admiral Close 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for,  

please contact Revd Doreen Fotherby 
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ANDY’S CARS 

CAR BODY REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

 

CALL (01362) 822177 

Unit 2, The Old Foundry, Market Street, Shipdham 

⚫ Quality Accident 

Repairs 

⚫ Full/Part Resprays 

⚫ Welding 

⚫ Panel Beating 

⚫ Colour Coding 

Peter Rudling Travel 

Specialists in Airport Transfers, 

Train Stations & Seaports 

24 Hour Service (Pre-Booked) 

Mercedes Cars | Wedding Car Service 

Contact us on: 01362 821140  

07776040004 / 07545560565 

www.peterrudlingtravel.co.uk 

Breckland Brush 

Chimney Sweep 
& Stove Installation 

NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

www.brecklandbrush.co.uk 

Qualified Experienced Professional 

01953 881579 | 07966 298777 

David A Cutting Building Surveyors Ltd 

Breckland Business Centre : St Withburga Lane: Dereham  

CHARTERED SURVEYORS & ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS 

Tel: 01362 821000 or visit us at: www.dacsurveyors.co.uk 

CONTACT US BEFORE YOU PURCHASE OR BUILD 

W.C. LITTLEPROUD & SON 

 Owned by the Littleproud family for over 75 years 

 Pre-Paid & Pre-arrangement funeral plans available 

 Horse-drawn & Green Funerals 

Tel: 01362 695458 or 01760 440269 

“Our family taking  

care of your family” 

Serving Mid-Norfolk 
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APRIL CHURCH SERVICES 

Services in April 

 
Sunday 3rd April  Passion Sunday   

9.30 am Holy Communion BCP    Bradenham 
9.30 am Café Church      Shipdham 

 
Sunday 10th April Palm Sunday  

9.30 am Café Church      Bradenham Village Hall 
11.15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 

  This service starts with a procession from The Green 
 

Holy Week: 
11th  Fig Monday    7.00 pm Compline     East Bilney 

12th Holy Tuesday 7.00 pm Compline   Bradenham 
13th Wednesday    10.00 am Holy Communion  Shipdham 

     7.00 pm Compline   Scarning 
 
Maundy Thursday 14th April 

6.00 pm Reflection for Holy Week w. Peddar’s Quire Bradenham 
7.00 pm The Last Supper     Dereham 

 
Good Friday 15th April 

10.00 am Good Friday Procession: from King’s Café through the village with a 
short service at All Saints c11.15am and on to Bradenham for a service c12.45pm 

2.00 pm The Last Hour at the Cross   Dereham 
 

Holy Saturday 16th April 
8.00 pm Lighting of the Easter Fire, Vigil and   Shipdham 

  Renewal of Baptism vows  
 

Sunday 17th April Easter Sunday 
9.30 am Holy Communion with Choir BCP  Bradenham  

11.15 am Family Communion     Shipdham  
6:00 pm  Compline      Shipdham 
 

Wednesday 20th April   
10 am  Holy Communion     Shipdham 

 
Sunday 24th April      

9.30 am Parish Communion BCP    Bradenham 
11.15 am Parish Communion     Shipdham 
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Hair by Jeanette 
Market Street, Shipdham 

• Established Unisex Salon 

• Fully qualified & experienced staff  

• Member of National Hairdressers Federation 

• Offering a full range of Hair Treatments at 

very competitive prices 

Telephone: (01362) 820042 

Qualified Foot Health Professional 

Helen Malcolmson (MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Convenient Foot Care Treatment 

 Ingrown toenails 

 Fungal nail treatment 

 Corn & callus removal 

 Bunion care 

 General footcare 

Telephone: 01362 692892 

Mobile: 07796 617938 

Tuesday 26th April 

7.00 pm Licensing of the Revd Laura Purnell    Shipdham 
  as Team Vicar and Schools’ Worker 

 
Wednesday 27th April 

10.00 am Holy Communion      Shipdham 
 

Sunday 1st May The 3rd Sunday of Easter 
9.30 am Holy Communion BCP     Bradenham 

9.30 am Café Church,  followed by APCM  Shipdham 
6.00 pm Compline        East Bradenham 

 
Sunday services at All Saints’ Shipdham are followed by tea/coffee and cake/biscuits.  

 
There is a short Holy Communion service at 10am each Wednesday in All Saints’ 

Church. 
 

All are welcome to all services.  

 
Anyone interested in joining our team of Bellringers, please call Sally on 07548 

264385. 
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VILLAGE NOTICES 

 

Shipdham Community Hub 

Planning to hold your own Platinum Jubilee party, or any party at any time, and 
are worried about the weather, then don't forget you can hire marquees, tables 

(both long and round), chairs, crockery and portaloos from the Community Hub. 
All items will be delivered and collected when you have finished with them. 

Marquees will be erected and taken down. Hire charge is £50.00.  For further 
information please contact Ray on 01362 820065 or Sue on 07729307668.  

Shipdham News Advertising Rates  
1/8 page £100 p.a. 

1/4 page £150 p.a. 

1/2 page £200 p.a. 

Full page £350 p.a. 

Ten editions printed each year.  

Email trhewett@outlook.com for details  

Shipdham Bowls Club 

The 2022 season will be starting with an opening roll-up on Saturday 23rd April 
from 1.00pm.  We would love to see you if you are thinking of giving bowling a 

try.  We have woods that you can borrow.  Bowling is for all ages, is good 
exercise, good fun and you will be made to feel welcome.  Further information 

please ring Sue on 07729307668.  

Charity Quiz 
The Shipdham Charity Quizzes are held on the last Friday of each month (except 
August) in the WI Hall at 7:30pm. We encourage you to bring your own drinks 

and nibbles, but we do provide tea and coffee during the Break. 
In the future we would like to organise fish and chip suppers and BBQ evenings 

alongside the Quizzes so watch out for news on these. 
Please join us, so we can continue this brilliant achievement in helping those 

charities that offer so much. The next Quiz is on Friday 29th April .To book 
a table please contact Heather Crowdy on 820078. 

Shipdham News Articles  

Please send your articles to the Editors, 

Jill and Theresa 

jillarnold06@gmail.com 

trhewett@outlook.com 
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EVENTS 

 New Art and Craft Group 
New group being held at Shipdham WI Hall on 2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings 

each month from 10am. This is a workshop, not a class, so bring along what you 

want to work on and enjoy a chat at the same time and share your ideas. We all 

have different abilities so some are better than others but that doesn’t matter. 

We’re all very friendly and Everyone is Welcome. 

For more information, please ring Jean on 01362 696163 or email 

jandjwalton@btinternet.com  

IT’S BACK, YOUR LOCAL SHOW, SAVE THE DATE 

 

WAYLAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW 

4TH SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

ONE OF THE OLDEST ONE-DAY AGRICULTURAL SHOWS IN THE 

COUNTRY AND A GREAT DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 
 

New and exciting interactive events and competitions, will offer visitors of all ages 
the opportunity to enjoy hands-on experiences. Whether that means the chance 

to sit in a shiny new combine harvester, or a close-up experience with a Suffolk 
horse and you'll certainly be entertained by the humorous kiwi-style Sheep Show. 

At the heart of the 2022 Show will be all that is best from the region – quality 
livestock, unique craftsmanship, local musicians, and local foods and produce. Why 

not consider entering one of the competitions, forms etc being added to the 
webpage all the time, see www.waylandshow.com 

Dance in Shipdham WI Hall 

I would like to thank everyone who came to the dance I held on Saturday 12th 

March, 2022 in the Shipdham WI Hall.  Everyone had a good time dancing to 

Tobacco Road. £60 was raised for Dementia and £60 towards the maintenance 

of the lights on the trees on The Green. I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone  who has supported and helped me organise these dances. This 

was the last dance I will be organising.  

mailto:jandjwalton@btinternet.com
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As a Breckland village Shipdham is only a few miles 

from the Brecks themselves, a unique environment 
covering some 393 square miles. 

 
The Brecks are characterised by sandy and chalky 

soils with low fertility and a dry climate with wide 
and often blue skies. Sand storms were once 

common and in 1668 the village of Santon 
Downham was engulfed by such an occurrence. 

 
Land cultivation goes back many centuries and the 

heathland typical of the area was created by Neolithic farmers cultivating fields for a 
few years and then letting them revert to heath once the soil was exhausted. Such 

temporary fields are ‘Brecks’. Rabbit warrening was also common here later on and 
sheep grazing which again contributed to the formation of this unique environment. 

 
The mainly dry environment also supports a number of wetlands - meres and pingos 
which are rare survivors of the last ice age. 

 
Over the last century the Brecks have changed a great deal. In the 1920s and 30s the 

Forestry Commission acquired large areas of this environment and planted massive 
swathes of commercially managed pine forests (Thetford Forest) while post Second 

World War agricultural advances have led to greater production of crops such as 
vegetables, salad crops and pig farming. 

 
However, large areas of heathland still remain and host a range of rare wildlife 

species. Stone curlews are now a bird which thrives in the Breckland environment 
and many other birds have been seen here including Golden Oriole. Rabbits (not 

universally popular if they are in your garden or eating your crops) help maintain the 
short grassy swards typical of this environment and plants such as Viper’s Bugloss 

thrive in this unique environment. Over 12,500 wildlife species occupy this area and 
nationally 30% of these are classed as rare. Thompson Common hosts 600 species of 

beetle as well as abundant dragonflies and butterflies. 
 
The iconic Breckland pine tree rows help provide wildlife corridors for many 

different species. As a recreation area the Brecks provide a unique environment 
sampled by 1.5 million visitors annually. 

THE BRECKS 
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H. BRETT & SON 

Monumental Masons - 

Craftsmen in Stone 

Traditional Memorials,  

Period Fireplaces, 

Worktops, Vanities, House Names 

Marble, Stone, Slate, Granite 

/ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ .ǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ƻǊ  

±ƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ {Ih²whha ŀƴŘ  

²hwY{Iht{ 

IƻƳŜ ±ƛǎƛǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ 

75 Norwich Road, Watton, IP25 6DH 

Email: hbrettandson@btconnect.com 

www.hbrettandson.co.uk 

Telephone: 01953 881501 

Abigail 

 

Mobile Hairdresser 

Now working in your area  

Perms, Colours and Cutting 

Techniques  
20 yearsô experience  

All ages catered for 

In the comfort of your own home  

Competitive Prices 

Discount for Group Bookings 

 

For more details please contact:- 

Mobile     07747 025 665 

Landline  01362 690 608 
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VILLAGE NOTICES 

 

 
 

 
To the unknown Lady and two children who helped Barbara Scott on Wednesday 

8th December 2021 on Shipdham Village Green.  Barbara had tripped on the Car 
Park area and sustained several facial injuries, as well as shoulder and knee 

damage.   
 

The Lady who Barbara would like to contact assisted her across the road to the 
surgery.  Later she was taken to the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital and after some 

treatment there was allowed home and she is now recovering!  
 

If anyone knows who this unknown “angel” is, please let Barbara know on 
Dereham 820 580, as she would very much like to thank her personally for her 

kindness and help that night. 

All Saints’ Church stands up for Ukraine 

 
With all the correct permissions, the Ukraine Flag is now proudly flying at All 

Saints Church, where the two churchwardens, John Larwood and Lynda 
Turner, raised it up alongside the Union Jack.   

(Photos by Marlene Secker and Jill Arnold) 
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*ÉÌÌȭÓ (ÅÌÐ ͽ (ÏÍÅ 
/ǟÅÒÉÎÇ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÉÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÎÅÅÄÓ 

9ÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÅ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇÓ 

 

 

 

 

4ÅÌȡ ΡΩΫΧΣ ΥΨΧΡΤΧ 

%ÍÁÉÌȡ ÊÄÈÏÍÅÈÅÌÐͽÇÍÁÉÌȢÃÏÍ 

•#ÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ 

•0ÅÔ #ÁÒÅ 

•3ÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ 

•#ÁÒÅ 7ÏÒË 

•$ÏÇ 7ÁÌËÉÎÇȾ3ÉÔÔÉÎÇ 

•(ÏÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ Ǫ )ÒÏÎÉÎÇ 

•&ÕÌÌÙ )ÎÓÕÒÅÄ 

Fully insured ◼ Mobile, carry own water and 

electricity supply ◼ Packages starting from 

£15 ◼ Different protections available to keep 

your car, caravan or camper looking great. 

Phone Stuart on 07917 875886 
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The choir is back in business again, meeting in St. Thomas’ Chapel, All Saints’ Church 

on alternate Tuesday evenings. 
 

Dates for April are:   5th April 7.30-9.30pm        19th April 7.30-9.30pm 
 

Our choir is friendly and welcoming and very inclusive. If you would enjoy a sociable 
evening of singing and companionship, come along to a session and see what we do. 

We regard the social and supportive aspects of our meetings as very important. We 
sing a range of lighter and seasonal music and there are no auditions. The choir was 

founded eight years ago in response to a village survey. 
 
The choir has been asked to perform at Shipdham’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in 

June. 
 

If you would like more information please feel free to phone Ray on 01953 886751 
or Bill on 01362 861269. 

SHIPDHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR 

 

A Reflection for Holy Week – Maundy Thursday 
6pm Thursday April 14th. St Andrew’s. Bradenham 

 

Please join  

The Friends of St Andrew’s to hear Peddar’s Quire, 

Conducted by Richard Bower, perform music for Holy Week 

by Byrd, Gibbons, Lotti, Victoria, Anerio and others. 

 

Retiring collection in aid of the Friends of St Andrew’s. 

 

Enquiries: please contact Diana MacMullen: 07831 117453 
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PANWORTH HALL FARM COTTAGES 
We have cottages for rent in Ashill for long or short lets 

For price and availability telephone: 

Ralli Properties on: 01760 440852 

 Open Fire, Central Heating 

 Own Gardens and Parking 

 Sleeps 4/5 

 Pets Welcome 

PONDERôS GARAGE 
MOT TESTING 

PETROL, DIESEL & CATALYSTS 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

CAR ALARMS & IMMOBILISERS 

MOBILE PHONE HANDSFREE KITS 

FITTED 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

Tel: 01362 820238 

JOE SISTO 
TV, Video, DVD and Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

Experienced Carer/Personal Assistant 
from your local area 

Be independent at home. Fully insured. 
30 years experience. References available. 

All aspects of care undertaken. 

Also experienced in helping and supporting the  
terminally ill, which includes Cancer care 

Qualified to resuscitate. Private, Non-Agency,  
One to one care. Trustworthy and reliable.  

Dementia & Alzheimer's experienced. 

Call Gilly - 01362 820083 Mobile: 07827 620208 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 

• Qualified Engineer 

• Over 30 Years  

Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 

• Discount for OAPôs 

• Sales, Repairs,  

Installations &  

Tuning Services 

Telephone: 01760 722168  

Mobile: 07785 746682 
White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp. Rectory) 
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SHIPDHAM WIVES GROUP   

Trish McCarthy gave a talk entitled 3 Days 127 mile walk in Scotland. 

After a 5 mile walk with The Wildstride Walkers, a walking group Trish had set up 
in 2020, one Monday morning Trish set off on a 500 mile drive to Scotland staying 

overnight at Carlisle. Before she could start the walk they had a 45 minute boat 
ride from Mallaig  to Inverie, population 110 which nearly doubled when all the 

walkers arrived. All 78 walkers had a medical and kit check, even checking to see 
that they had 5 plasters, and, if you didn’t you begged, stole or borrowed! 

You had a small bag for your sleeping bag, clothes, shoes, toiletries and one luxury 
item—Trish’s was a blow up pillow. And the walk started! Day 1: 51km or 31 

miles. Day 2: 42- 48 km or 26 miles.  Day 3: 27 - 33 km or 17 mile with just a GPS 
tracker. There was only a small red marker to tell which way, and for the last 5 km 

no markers, so they had to find their own way down the hills in the snow and 
pouring rain. Food was dried in foiled packages. Trish showed us the socks she 

wore. They had individual toes which helped to keep toes separate. 
Trish is now training for a 108 mile walk from Edale to Hawes, no sleeping just 

keep walking! 
           Audrey Griffiths 

     Chair Shipdham Wives 

A delightful spring day met us 

for our walk in March. We all 
enjoyed the mixture of 

scenery, though it was sad to see the 
destruction from the recent storm. 

Our next short walk is Friday April 1st 
meeting on the Neatherd at 10.15am. If you 

would like to know details in advance then 
do get in touch with Ken and ask to be 

added to our mailing list. 
Our Easter Walk is on April 18th and we 

have two Heritage Open Day walks around 
the town planned for May.  

 
For more details nearer the time, please go 

to our website http://
www.derehamwaw.org.uk/ or get in touch 
with Ken. Ken-Hawkins@Tiscali.Co.UK 

07505 426750 

DEREHAM WALKERS ARE WELCOME   
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This huge genus in the family of Primulaceae embraces at least 500 species including 

the familiar primroses and cowslips of our Norfolk hedgerows. The auricula is 
another favourite species in this family. Primulas are natives of the Northern 

Hemisphere, in temperate areas of southern South America and in tropical mountain 
regions of New Guinea, Indonesia and Ethiopia. The Himalayas host nearly half of the 

known species. The name Primula comes from the Latin word ‘primus’ meaning first, 
because it is one of the first spring flowers to emerge. 

 
Our native primrose is a garden favourite and as well as beautifying our hedgerows, 

can be found in meadows, glades of woodland, railway embankments and of course, 
many of our gardens. Although the common primrose, Primula vulgaris, is usually 

yellow it is occasionally also seen in the wild in pale pink or white! It has had many 
names in different areas and at different times including - golden stars, darling of 

April, lent rose and sprinkle. Of course modern cultivated primroses come in a huge 
variety of colour variations. 

 
In times past primroses were believed to have medicinal properties. They were used 
as diuretics, pain killers and anti-spasmodic medications. The ancient Greeks 

believed they were capable of curing countless ailments and called 
them the ‘flower of the twelve gods’! 

 
Popular culture assigned many properties to primroses. English folklore said that 

fairies would appear to children who ate primroses and in Germany the first girl to 
come across a primrose in the spring would be married within twelve months.  

 
Shakespeare mentions primroses several times, as in A Midsummer Night’s Dream: 

 
And in the wood, where often you and I 

Upon faint primrose-beds were wont to lie ——- 
 

The primrose was the favourite flower of Victorian Prime Minister Benjamin 
Disraeli. When he died Queen Victoria despatched primroses to his funeral. 

 
Another favourite member of the Primula family is 
the auricula. This was a favourite with the florists’ 

societies of past times. In past centuries a florist 
was an enthusiast who specialised in breeding a 

specific type of plant. Competitions were held and 
prizes awarded for the best blooms. The societies 

often met in pubs and were composed largely of 
working people.  

FAVOURITE FLOWER... 
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One of the earliest florists’ societies was founded in Norwich. Thus auriculas today 

are the product of several hundred years of selection by enthusiasts. Some sources 
say that auriculas were particularly popular with Huguenots, Protestant refugees 

from the Continent. The botanists/herbalists John Gerard at the end of the 16th 
century and John Parkinson in the first half of the 17th. century both included this in 

their herbals. Traditionally auriculas are displayed on hanging shelves known as 
Auricula Theatres, a tradition which dates back to the 17th century and is still a 

favourite way of displaying and sheltering them today. 
 

Polyanthus is another grouping in the primula family. Where primroses produce 
many stems each bearing a single flower, the polyanthus produces a single stem 

surmounted by a cluster of flowers. They are popular as biennials and bedding for 
spring. If grown near each other in a garden the two plant types will often produce 

hybrid seedlings. By the mid 18th century a lot of attention was being paid to the 
cultivation of this plant, described in 1728 as ‘the Polyanthus of unnumbered 

dyes’ (James Thompson). The horticulturalist James Justice wrote that ‘their pretty 
varieties will much delight the eye’. It sometimes sold for a guinea a plant. In the 
Victorian language of flowers a crimson polyanthus meant ‘pride of riches’. 

 
The cowslip, Primula veris, is another plant in the same family still found in our 

hedgerows and poplar in our gardens too. It is similar in appearance to the oxlip, 
Primula elatior, which has paler flowers and is now much rarer in the wild, being 

found only in East Anglia. 
 

Cowslip (a corruption of ‘cow slop’), was used to help with sleeping problems and 
was used to treat coughs, while cowslip wine was a country favourite made in many 

a cottage. Medieval maidens made a ball, called a tissty-tossty out of cowslips, which 
was thrown between them as part of a game to predict future husbands. Afterwards 

they sucked the nectar from the flowers. A legend says that when St. Peter, the 
gatekeeper of heaven, dropped his keys onto Earth they turned into a cowslip. 

 
I love the Cowslip, with its yellow cup; 

And there the honey-bee delights to dwell —— 
 
T.L. Merrit 

 
Welcome pale Primrose! starting up between 

Dead matted leaves of ash and oak —— 
How much thy presence beautifies the ground! 

 
John Clare 

THE PRIMULA 
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EASTER  

 

 
Good Friday  

by Christina Rosetti  
 

Am I a stone, and not a sheep, 
That I can stand, O Christ, beneath 

Thy cross, 
To number drop by drop Thy 

blood’s slow loss, 
And yet not weep? 

 
Not so those women loved 

Who with exceeding grief 
lamented Thee; 

Not so fallen Peter, weeping 
bitterly; 

Not so the thief was moved; 
 
Not so the Sun and Moon 

Which hid their faces in a starless 
sky, 

A horror of great darkness at 
broad noon – 

I, only I. 
 

Yet give not o’er, 
But seek Thy sheep, true Shepherd 

of the flock; 
Greater than Moses, turn and look 

once more 
And smite a rock. 

 

The Prince’s Progress and Other 

Poems 1866 

Easter is arguably the most important festival 

in the Christian calendar. The reflection of 
Lent leading to the desolation of Holy Week 

and Good Friday gives way to the joy of the 
miracle of the Resurrection. For Christians 

worldwide this festival celebrates the hope 
of eternal life in God’s kingdom, a future of 

peace and joy and an end to the suffering and 
violence experienced by so many in this life. 

But before the Resurrection, before the joy, 
comes the acute suffering of Christ, in 

fellowship and solidarity with those who 
suffer today.  

The poem here expresses the regret that 
the story of the crucifixion does not touch 

the author while the well-known hymn, 
When I survey the Wondrous Cross, 
represents the beginning of an evolution in 

hymn-writing from the early 18th century.  

Even the sun and the moon seem to have been affected by the Crucifixion, since 

they both disappeared from view as if in mourning, and the sky turned dark, when 
Jesus died. (The sky went dark, even at midday.) No, Rossetti says, it is 

only she who is not moved by it – but she wishes she were. Yet, even in her lack of 
faith, she has the faith to ask Jesus Christ to continue to try to reach her with the 

power of his sacrifice, likening him to a shepherd who needs to find her, one of his 
lost sheep. 

Rossetti’s poem expresses her struggle to 

feel close to Christ and to have faith in the 
teachings of Christianity. She feels she should 

weep for the sacrifice made on Good Friday. 
Unlike the women revered in Christian 

tradition who mourned Christ’s death, and 
Saint Peter who wept ‘bitterly’ over Jesus’ 

sacrifice, Rosetti stands before the depiction 
of Christ being crucified in the full knowledge 

of his suffering yet does not weep. Even one 
of the two thieves – between whom Jesus 

was executed – was moved by his sacrifice. 
Rosetti regrets that she is not moved to 

tears as they were. 
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17TH APRIL 2022 

 When I survey the Wondrous 

Cross 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count as loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

save in the death of Christ my God: 

the very things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down: 

when did such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature 

mine, 

that were an offering far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all! 

 

Words: Isaac Watts 1707 

 

Frequently sung at Easter time, Isaac 

Watts’ When I survey the Wondrous 
Cross is not widely known as the radical 

departure from the traditional hymnody 
of the time that it was. In the 17th 

century during Isaac Watts' early years, 
churches in England sang only metrical 

psalms. But by the time of his death, he 
had developed a much more complex 

style of hymnody. He wrote 600 hymns, 
making the transition from stringent, 

metrical psalmody to liberated, 
theologically-based hymnody.  

 
His hymns allowed congregations to 

sing and learn theology while 
evangelizing and echoing the theme of 
the sermon. He thought that hymns 

should be freely composed and not just 
hold to the letter of Scripture; and that 

hymns should give straightforward 
expression to the thoughts and feelings 

of the singers and not merely recall 
events of the distant past.  Watts 

played a vital role in the evolution and 
creativity of hymnody as we know it 

today.  

At Easter in Ukraine it is traditional to decorate eggs 

in a batik style (the eggs are covered in wax then 

dyed). Eggs that are dyed in a single colour are called 

krashanky. The decorated eggs are called Pysanka. 

Decorations usually echo nature or follow colourful 

geometric patterns. Archaeologists have found 

decorated ceramic eggs which suggest that Pysanka 

were produced in prehistoric Ukraine. According to 

folklore, Pysanky can help ward off evil from 

overtaking the world. Later, this blended with 

Christian beliefs, though many people still feel that 

the decorative eggs work to scare off bad spirits from 

the home. 
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Did you know being on the Electoral Roll 

helps your credit rating?  

A postal vote is easy, free, saves you time and 

travelling to a polling station. Local elections 

for Breckland Parishes and District Wards are 

in May 2023 – have you thought of standing?  

“Be a Councillor”. For full electoral 

information check the Breckland Council 

website or gov.uk for more details. 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF … A LOCAL COUNCILLOR 

Elected members of the Parish Council, the District Council and the County 

Council work to support their communities in a multitude of ways. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Councillors do not work set hours or in a designated office – they work from 

home and each works according to the needs of their Ward.  They are elected by 
those on the electoral roll, and serve for four years – Breckland Parish and District 

Elections are in May next year.  
 

A typical day for a District Councillor is lifted from a diary entry – not all days are 
as long! 

9 am – site meeting with planning officers and residents 
10 am – further meeting with planning officer 

10.30 – checking in with Parish Clerk 
11am – home visit to bereaved family 

1pm – meeting at Elizabeth House with officers prior to committee meeting 
3pm – dealing with emails, etc. prep reading for committee meetings including full 

council 
5pm – return phone calls to residents/officers 

7pm – parish council meeting 
9.30 pm – finish 
Not forgetting to eat, do the laundry, walk the dog, shop, sort out family, etc. 

In addition, many councillors sit on outside bodies, as representatives of their 

councils, including hospital boards, police and crime panels, inland drainage boards, 

educational trusts, charities etc. Councillors are often asked to countersign 

passports, witness powers of attorney etc. as recognised public figures.  Always 

happy to help – contact details in the Shipdham News. If you would like to know 

more, please speak to a Shipdham Parish or District Councillor. 
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WILDLIFE TO SEE IN APRIL 

Spring has really sprung now. There are far more bees and butterflies around (not 

to mention less popular insects), including the orange tip butterfly, which is one of 
the first to leave the chrysalis in which it has been overwintering. 

 
The curious booming sound of the bittern is heard throughout 

Broadland. The bittern, although large, can be hard to spot as 
despite its size, (it is a type of heron), it is very well 

camouflaged, its buff plumage streaked with darker markings. It 
is a secretive bird and often is only spotted when it blinks! Its 

boom can carry for up to three miles. The regeneration of this 
species is one of the great success stories of recent years. In 

1997 there were only seven males left, but by 2017 there were 
164 recorded males. Cley Marshes and Hickling Broad are some 

of the best places to see - or at least - hear, these birds. Marsh 
harriers may also be seen carrying out their airborne courting 

rituals. 
 
In our woodlands the bluebells which were always the harbinger of May, have 

often bloomed and gone over by the end of April along with other woodland 
species such as wood sorrel and wood anemones. These days oak and ash trees 

leaf up earlier than they did 30 years ago. The oak is approximately two weeks 
earlier and the ash seven to ten days earlier. The two trees compete for leaf 

canopy space and whichever breaks leaf first wins canopy space and more sunlight. 
Apparently in Norfolk oak is usually the winner. Both of these iconic trees are in 

danger from pests and diseases. 
 

The path and hedgerow plant alexanders, with its frothy green/yellow flowers 
permeates the air with its strong scent, attracting many types of hover fly. Gorse 

flowers also attract many flying insects as well. 
 

An exciting new initiative is aiming to turn Sweet Briar Marshes in Norwich into a 
nature reserve. This area was farmland until the late 1990s and since then has 

become a wildlife haven hosting scarce and rare plants and animals, old 
hedgerows, fen and young woodland and a Site of Special Scientific Interest. 
 

Norfolk Wildlife Trust, the Esmee Fairbairn Foundation, which aims to improve 
the natural world and strengthen community bonds in the UK, and Aviva have 

formed a partnership to make this 
vision a reality and are aiming to 

raise £600,000 to this end. 
 

 

—— proud-pied April, dressed in all his trim, 

Hath put a spirit of youth in everything —- 

William Shakespeare 

 



26 

 

SHIPDHAM POST OFFICE & CONVENIENCE STORES 

A friendly, family business run by Lax and Raj Purewal  

(opp. Village Green) 

Telephone: Dereham (01362) 820285 

SHIPDHAMôS LARGEST ONE STOP SHOP OPEN 7 DAYS 

We are always happy to take requests for specific requirements 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

New Special Deals & Multi-Buys now available 

Delicatessen, Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Fresh Flowers & Plants (in 
season), Flowers by post, Fresh Bread from Hingham Bakery, 

Pastries/Sandwiches, Bunnings local fish, Cromer Crabs (in season), 
Ices, Wide range of Convenience Foods, Pet Foods, Stationery, Gifts & 
Toys, Fax Service, Bottle Gas, Mobile Top-up, Photocopier, Tobacco & 
Off-Licence. Large variety of Cardsðviews of Shipdham by Liz Mace.  

NATIONAL LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY NOW AVAILABLE 

Cash Machine. Groceries delivered by arrangement. 

In the Post Office we offer: 

Personal Bankingðselected Banks (no charge by Post Office), Motor 
Tax, Insurance, Foreign Currency, Euros in stock, Loans, Phones and 

more. 

Shop: Mon to Fri 6amð7pm, Sat 6:30amð7pm, Sun 8amð4pm 

Post Office: Mon to Fri 10amð3:30pm Sat 10amð12:30pm 
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THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 

Please let us have details of any events, decorations, 

celebrations you might be having in Shipdham over the four 

day bank holiday weekend to celebrate our Queen serving 70 

years on the throne. 

Bullock Park is the place to be on Thursday 2nd June, with a 

whole host of events from music to martial arts – stalls – beer 

tent – tea tent – bring a picnic – culminating in the lighting of 

the Beacon with the Jubilee Song sung by the Community 

choir in the evening.  Want to get involved in any way?  

Contact clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com 

There will be a Jubilee service in All Saints’ Church on the Sunday, followed by a Big 

Lunch in the churchyard (bring your own picnic). 

A native English tree will be planted on The Green by the Parish Council as a lasting 

legacy. 

But what are you going to do? We’d love to hear about it! 

Come on Shipdham – we always rise to an occasion! 

*************  S T O P     P R E S S    ************* 
  

On 21 March Breckland Council formally took the decision to Call for Sites as a 
first step to creating the new Local Plan.  This Plan helps shape housing 

development in the district – and in Shipdham – over the next 30 years.  The 
Preparation of a Local Plan is a statutory requirement, and Plans must be 

underpinned by an evidence base at an early stage of the process to inform 
decisions over development strategies and housing allocations.  To start the 

process of a Local Plan Update, the Call for Sites helps to identify what level of 
land availability might exist to meet the area's needs, and which sites may be 

worthy of additional protection from development.  Some villagers may be familiar 
with the process – it was followed a few times over the last 20 years.   

 
The Call for Sites consultation period runs from April 4 until 5:00pm on 20 May. 

Further information will be presented on the Breckland Council website, the 
village website, at the next Parish Council meeting, and at a future village forum. 
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FOOT HEALTH 

PRACTITIONER 

Alison Pothecary 
(DIP MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Foot care in the comfort of  

your own home 

Nails trimmed,  

Diabetic Foot Care & advice, Fungal 

& Thick Nail treatment, Verrucas, 

Ingrowing Nails,  

Corn/Callus Removal 

  01953 884386 

  07810 662380 

 

 

Private Residential and 

Retirement Home 
Proprietors: Healthcare Homes 

Manager: Kayleigh Emsley 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

THETFORD, NORFOLK IP25 7LB 

Telephone: (01362) 820939 
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 Some while ago, I said in this column that re-starting 

an organisation was a bit like re-starting a car that had 

been sitting unused for a while, with the odd clunk, 

cough, clearing its throat, puff of smoke and juddering 

before it could be coaxed into action. Our optimism and that of our French friends 

has paid off and they will be with us from Thursday 26th to Sunday 29th May in 

Shipdham. Unsurprisingly, there are fewer of us than would be normal, but then life 

isn’t back to normal either: some people are still wary of travel, mixing in and just 

plain unsure as yet. The general feeling on both sides of the Channel is that we are 

not out of the woods yet, but we are going to ‘give it a go’. We will be careful, 

requiring all participants to have had 3 jabs, as well as taking other usual precautions. 

However, the driving force is there that, providing we are alert to keeping everyone 

as safe as we can, we can enjoy a reunion that is 2 years in the waiting. 

So what will we do? There’s a bit of time with just hosts and guests, but mostly 

people get together for an evening meal or days out. That way no-one is left to 

struggle with the language although the usual gesticulating, pointing and laughing will 

go on. We have a soirée (meal and dance) all together and an outing with French-

speaking guides showing us around. So all the things that friends usually do, just with 

Franglish thrown into the mix. 

We’ll be at the Jubilee Celebration in Bullock Park on June 2nd, so come and throw a 

horseshoe, or just chat… we’ll 

happily tell you more and, who 

knows, you might be tempted to 

‘give twinning a go’ too! 

SHIPDHAM TWINNING 

Steve Kite, Chairman. 

stephenkite52@gmail.com   

 

 

       What friends do ... 
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BURTON TIPPER SERVICES  

& WASTE COLLECTION 

DELIVERY OF GRAVEL, SAND, TOPSOIL & BALLAST 

COLLECTION OF SCRAP METAL, APPLIANCES  

& GENERAL HOUSEHOLD RUBBISH 

a!bκ²ha!b ²L¢I ! ±!b {9w±L/9 

FOR MORE INFO: Telephone 

07917875886  

Find us on Facebook 

EMAIL burtontipper@aol.com 

Full License Waste Carrier 

OSTEOPATHIC 
TREATMENT 
GOsC Registered Osteopath 

Practising at: Willow Farm,  

Dereham Road, Garvestone. 

Weekend & evening  

appointments available. 

Spinal Pain | Sciatica 

Headaches | Muscle Strains 

Ligament Sprains | Sports Injuries 

Chronic Conditions 

Problems relating to Pregnancy 

Babies to the Elderly treated 

Animals also treated 

For more information, 

Or to book an appointment, contact 

Caroline De Wilde BSc (Hons) Ost. 

Tel: 01362 858530 
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After a (comparatively) mild winter and with grass growing like wildfire it’s time to 

get going on your summer flower garden now. 
 

We are all concerned about bees and butterflies now so perhaps have a corner to 
attract them. Most insects prefer simple flower shapes which are easy to get pollen 

from. You can even get seeds such as cornflowers and Sweet Williams in a ‘grow 
bar’ these days. 

 
Hardy annuals such as poppies and biennials such as foxgloves and osteospermum 

can be sown now and half hardy annuals can still be sown under cover and planted 
after the frosts finish. 

 
Summer hanging baskets can be planted up now with plug plants and sheltered until 

the nights warm up. Most of us like petunias, especially for our hanging baskets and 
pots and these can be sown under cover for planting out later. Favourite bedding 

plants such as salvias and ageratum can be sown in the greenhouse this month. 
 
We have seen lovely displays of sunflowers in Shipdham over the last few years and 

to keep up this tradition you can sow your sunflower seeds in pots from mid April 
until the end of May or directly into the ground for a cheery August display. 

Remember they like plenty of water, but also - snails and slugs like them! 
 

Nasturtiums can now be planted in pots or modules or even outside where they 
bloom more abundantly in poor soil. 

 
Plant summer flowering bulbs now. Roses and shrubs are hungry after the winter 

and can be fed now and bare lawn patches repaired with fresh seed. 
 

Prepare vegetable seed beds and dig in compost. Check your compost bins to see if 
any is ready to use. 

 
Now is a good time to move small evergreen trees and 

shrubs. Cut back Forsythia as soon as it finishes 
flowering. 
 

Check the gutters on greenhouses and sheds to make 
sure that those April showers get into your water butt. 

Unfortunately weeds like the warmth and the sun just 
as much as our favourite plants so keep your hoe 

handy. 

GARDENING TIPS 

I love the spring,  

For every day 
There’s something new 

That’s come to stay. 
 

Another bud, 
Another bird  

Another blade  
The sun has stirred. 

   
Unknown 
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STAY AND PLAY AT ALL SAINTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shipdham Stay & Play  
Group  

9.30am ï 11.30am 

Every  Friday,  in  term  time  starting 22nd April  

Just £1 per family including refreshments  

All Saints Church, Shipham, Norfolk, IP25 7LX  

          Meet us for an introductory coffee     
morning  on Friday 1 st April 9.30 -11.30am 

              Call PlayVan on 07900730979 for details  
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Our meetings in March were quieter than some, but just as enjoyable. We all 

thanked Kathleen Williams who searched and sourced wool for the group, and has 
also offered to be our Secretary, an offer we all accepted whole heartedly. 

 
To everyone who has donated wool and patterns to the group a big thank you. 

Our stocks were getting somewhat depleted. We’ve had some beautiful wool given 
to us for which we are very grateful.  

 
Looking through some patterns, we could all remember a pattern that we couldn’t 

get to grips with and could not get quite right; just talking and laughing about past 
experiences made us all feel better and before we knew where we were it was 

three o’clock and time to go home again! 

 

Meeting dates for April will be as follows: 

Tuesday 5th April WI Hall 1pm – 3pm 

Wednesday 13th April All Saints’ Church 1pm – 3pm 

 

For further information please contact:  

Kathy on 820615 or Marlene on 820327 or 
Kathleen on 820514 

 

KNITTERS 

Do you have friends who have moved away who would like to receive a copy of the 

Shipdham News? 

Ask them to send  a £10 contribution with their address and ten stamps to Theresa 

Hewett (Cedar House, High Street, Shipdham IP25 7PA) and we will send them a copy 

by post for a year.   

Remember! The Shipdham News is also available on the Village website.  
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You are welcome to our Spring Show on 2nd April at the Bradenham Village Hall. 

But where did all this tradition of horticultural shows begin? One of the first 
recorded shows was in 1640, when florists gathered at their local pub to show off 

their new varieties of hybrid flowers. These florists were enthusiastic, if not 
obsessed, growers and breeders of flowers especially of tulips, auriculas, hyacinths 

and lilies. Following the Show, they would enjoy a Florist’s Feast and a good time, no 
doubt, was had by all. 

Gradually organisers introduced more stringent rules to judge the quality of the 
exhibits, awarding 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes and presented lavish silverware trophies. 

The pub was deemed unsuitable for this more refined event and shows moved to 
the Town Hall where the aristocracy and the locals mingled. The Gardener of an 

estate might have grown the exhibits, but the lord won the prize. Shows became 
increasingly more competitive and small show committees evolved so towns, villages 

and estates vied for pre-eminence. Attending a show required dressing up for the 
occasion and cartoons of the day suggest the fury of allotment owners or 

landowners when they failed to win the top prize. 
New shows opened to exhibit the produce of vegetable and fruit growers. Usually, 
the goal was to grow the biggest, and gooseberry and marrow shows still flourish 

with this aim. Often growers would tour around many shows with their prize 
specimens, sometimes entering as many as 60 shows a year. But as big shows such as 

Chelsea attracted more visitors, the smaller Horticultural Society ones dwindled 
away. 

But village shows live on and at Bradenham we are proud that each year we have 
two shows. Absolutely everyone is welcome to enter one of the many classes of 

produce, be it flowers, pot plants, vegetables, flower arranging, craft or culinary 
items. Come to the hall at 11.00am to register and display your exhibit. You pay 20p 

per entry. Stewards at the hall can help you follow the not very stringent rules. You 
have until 1.00pm when the judges must be left alone to make their decisions. If you 

just want to come and enjoy the Show and a great Florist’s Feast, otherwise known 
as afternoon tea, then come at 3.30pm. Home-made cakes and savouries will delight 

while you applaud the presentation of the cups and shields. It is great to keep a 500-
year-old village tradition going and a delight to see the fruits of local people’s labour 

and passion and have a good time for all. 
So, for all you florists, gardeners, artisans, and cooks, get details of the classes by e-
mailing me now at barpamsteward@gmail.com so you can get your exhibits ready in 

good time. 
See you there….. 

 
Barbara Steward (barpamsteward@gmail.com) 

 

BRADENHAM HORTICULTURE & GARDEN CLUB 

 



35 

 It has been a busy month at Thomas Bullock starting with an 

assembly recognising the crisis taking place in Ukraine and how 
as a school we can support children's understanding. Our pupils 

were passionate about how we show our value of compassion 
at this time and a collection was made throughout the week for 

the people of Ukraine. This was supported by Jo Brown a 
member of FOSS and parent at our school, Lynda Turner, Chair of our Ethos 

Committee and Breckland Councillor, alongside the residents of Shipdham, All 
Saints’ Church and a number of other parents who have appealed on our behalf to 

their workplace to collect. An incredible amount was collected, and we are 
thankful to the whole community. 

We celebrated World Book Day and Red Nose Day. Children and staff dressed as 
their favourite book characters and completed a number of activities during the 

day. There was a QR code Book Reading Trail around the village for children to 
complete. On Red Nose Day the children came to school dressed as Superheroes 

and learnt about the importance of the day in Assembly. There was a lunchtime 
Red Nose and Spoon Race and a cake stall at the end of the day. In total £270.72 
was raised. Everyone made a huge effort for both events and really ‘Let their light 

shine’. 
It was lovely to see parents in school for a book look, a year 6 SATs presentation 

and our Nursery Open Afternoon. We enjoyed sharing our development plans and 
space for the Nursery setting. We have places available from as little as 1 morning 

per week to 5 full days. We also offer split-funding places. Joining even a day per 
week will be very helpful transition for children planning on joining us in 

September. 
For the second time this school year, the teachers and our Special Needs 

Coordinator held very successful parent meetings across ZOOM over 3 evenings, 
providing a useful opportunity to discuss the ongoing progress and support in place 

for the children. 
We have been excitedly watching a new outdoor play area being built for the KS2 

children. We are so lucky to have the support of FOSS and our parents who have 
been fundraising for the last few years so as to improve the play equipment and 

support transition from KS1 to KS2 providing even more exciting play equipment 
to enjoy at lunch and playtimes. 
We have building work beginning in April to improve our facilities in the centre of 

the school which will modernise our classrooms and make them even larger. 
 

Following a recent Governor moving county, we are seeking a new community 
Governor (these are non-parents) who may want to join and help develop our 

school. If anyone is interested in becoming part of the team, please contact either 
Mrs O’Sullivan or Mrs Ward for an informal discussion. 

THOMAS BULLOCK ACADEMY 



36 

 



37 

SHIPDHAM GARDEN CLUB 

Report on the club’s March meeting at the WI Hall. 

Thursday, 3rd 2022. 
Kathy Gray, gave us a very informative talk and slide show of her 

visit to the Galapagos Islands, explaining the history of the Islands, as well as the 
fauna and flora that can be found on them. Geologically, the Galapagos Islands are 

quite young, probably no more than five million years old. Some of the 
westernmost islands, which are the most volcanically active, may only be hundreds 

of thousands of years old and are still being formed today. The islands form part of 
the country of Ecuador, in South America, and lie about 966 kilometres (600 miles) 

off the Ecuadorian coast. There are thirteen major islands and a handful of smaller 
islands that make up the Galapagos archipelago, the largest of these is called Isabela. 

97% of the Galapagos is a national park. Approximately 30,000 people live on the 
Galapagos, with the main language being Spanish and income coming from fishing 

and tourism. 
The Galapagos Marine Iguana is the only marine lizard to exist in the world. The 

Galapagos Islands are home to the world's largest cormorant and the only one 
unable to fly. Galapagos has one of the world's rarest ecosystems in which the 
herbivores at the top of the food chain are reptiles. There are some animals that 

you'll only find in the Galapagos… Galapagos Land Iguana, Marine Iguana, Galapagos 
Giant Tortoise, Darwin's Finches, Frigate Birds, Blue-footed Boobies, Sally Lightfoot 

Crabs and Flightless Cormorants. The flora of Galapagos can be grouped into three 
major vegetation zones: the coastal zone, the arid zone, and the humid highlands. 

Coastal plants are found in the narrow zone near the shore, and are distinctive 
because of their tolerance to salty conditions. Endemic Flora to the Islands include 

the cactus genera Jasminocereus and Brachycereus as well as all Galapagos' species 
of the genus Opuntia. Examples of these endemic cacti are the lava cactus 

(Brachycereus nesioticus) and prickly pear cacti (Opuntia echios and O. helleri). 
The presentation was followed by questions from the audience, teas and coffees 

and our monthly mini show competitions. Our show winners were: 
• Bloom of the Month: Won by Sylvia Tuck. 

• Unusual Bloom of the Month: Phill Webdale with a mini crown imperial. 
• 1 Stem of Narcissi: Won by Phill Webdale. 

• Any house plant: Won by Olann Ridewood with a Cyclamen. 
Thanks to all the members who entered the competitions. The meeting raised 
£60.00, from the sale of plants and jams provided by Phill and Lesley Webdale and 

including raffle and donations, which has been donated to the Ukrainian Appeal 
Fund. 

Our next meeting is on the 7th of April at 7.30pm, where Neil Spinks will be telling 
us how to go about “Attracting birds to your garden”. 

In addition to the usual competitions, our mini show categories will be: 
· 1 stem tulip 

· 1 stem flowering shrub 
· Any knitted or sewn item 
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Highlights from the Parish Council meeting on 14 March at the WI 
Hall.  Full minutes are available online once approved: 

• Reports and updates noted from Chairman, District 
Councillors, Clerk & BPMC. 

• Reminder of waste bin collection dates changing from 21st 
March. 

• Grants available from April for QueenΩs Jubilee event. 

• Approval of expenditures, including grant to Shipdham 
Knights FC. 

• Comments on current planning applications, approvals, 
refusals and appeals. 

• QueenΩs Jubilee preparations next meeting April 6th 7pm at 
Bullock Park Pavilion – all welcome 

• Appointed Internal Auditor 

• Approval of training session, grant application for 
Shipdham Preschool, Memorial bench siting on The Green, 
Tree works request, Annual Tree Survey 

• Noted the new Vicar will be installed on 26th April. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish, followed by the April Parish  
meeting planned for Monday 11th April 2022, 7:30pm in the 
WI Hall.  Please forward any reports for the Annual Meeting 
of the Parish to the Clerk at clerk.shipdham@btconnect,.com 

 
We look forward to seeing everyone who can make it! 

Welcome to the 
Shipdham Parish 
Council Notice 
Board.   

Contact Paul Hewett 
or Simon Smith for 
further information. 

Web site: www.shipdham.org   

Clerk: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com 

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²L 
IŀƭƭΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ aƻƴŘŀȅ 
ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  

мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ς ǇƻǇ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅΥ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΗΗ  

Village Halls to hire at 
great rates!  

Bullock Park: Sarah 
Howlett 820047 

WI Hall: Marlene Secker 
820327 

Village correspondent: 
James Shelley 07854 

402025  

Your Parish Council – your call  

Contact the Clerk in first instance on any parish matter: June Smith - 01760 440953 
For other Councillors, contact details are:  

Carole Playford (Chair) – лтфрп мнлопр or 822154 Paul Hewett (Vice Chair) – унлорп 
Jo Dewing – унмнур Marlene Secker – унлонт Lynda Turner – лтрлл умуомр 
 Sam Shelley – лтттм оснпсн Dale Wordley – лтпон лфттрт   

 Simon Smith – лтуур ммоусл Paul Holman – лтфсл нснфсф  

Web site: www.shipdham.org  Clerk: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com  

Got a Dog? If he’s done his duty, do yours! Clean up 

after your dog. Maximum penalty £1000. 

mailto:clerk.shipdham@btconnect,.com
http://www.shipdham.org
mailto:clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com
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TEXT 

Shipdham Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
Date for Diary Thursday 2nd June 2022 

 at Bullock Park 2pm onwards 
 

Afternoon of fun and music, followed by the lighting of the village beacon  
to commemorate the QueenΩs Platinum Jubilee. 

 

Clubs, Societies or anyone wanting to get involved or wanting a stall,  
please contact the Bullock Park Management Committee Clerk  

June Smith 
clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com 01760 440953 

 

Next preparation meeting: Wednesday 6th April 2022 7pm,  Bullock Park Pavilion 

Everyone welcome to attend. 

Shipdham Village Community Spring Clean 

Long range date: in preparation for the Platinum Jubilee please join us in our 
village Spring Clean on 28th May.  Equipment supplied.   

Please contact the Clerk to Ɓnd out more and register your interest. 

Qmfbtf!dbo!xf!sfnjoe!qfpqmf; 

• epo(u!qbsl!zpvs!wfijdmf!xifsf!ju!xjmm!foebohfs-!jodpowfojfodf!ps!pctusvdu!uif!spbe!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 ps!qfeftusjbot 

• epo(u!cmpdl!uif!tdippm!fousbodf!ps!puifs!qfpqmf(t!esjwfxbzt 

• epo(u!cmpdl!uif!spbe!-!fnfshfodz!wfijdmft!nbz!offe!bddftt 

• epo(u!qbsl!po!zfmmpx!mjoft!ps!{jh!{bh!nbsljoht 

• epo(u!qbsl!po!uif!qbwfnfou-!bdsptt!espqqfe!lfsct!ps!hsbtt!wfshft 

• epo(u!qbsl!pqqptjuf!ps!xjuijo!21n!pg!b!kvodujpo 

Do you need help or advice regarding a safeguarding concern or COVID-19?  

Call someone.   

Anyone.  But do call. 

Shipdham helpline: 07731 843061       

Shipdham surgery: 820225 

Norfolk helpline: 0344 8008020  

mailto:clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com
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DIARY OF REGULAR EVENTS 

    2nd Wednesday of each month 

 

Thursday 

Spitfires   Bullock Park  Varies by age  

Contact: shipdhamspitfires@gmail.com 

Garden Club   WI Hall  7:30pm Simon 07885 113860  

& Hort. Soc.   1st Thursday of each month 

Shipdham Wives  3rd Thursday 7:30pm Audrey 821448 

 
Friday 

Charity Quiz   WI Hall  7:30pm Heather 820078 

    Last Friday (except August) 

 

Saturday 

Gymnastics   Bullock Park  9:30am  Abi 07526390776 

Dance Club   WI Hall (all ages) 9am—2pm 

 

 

As regular events get going again, please do let us have your details to add to this 

diary. Many thanks Theresa and Jill jillarnold06@gmail.com and 

trhewett@outlook.com 

Contact the editors to add your event to the Diary 


