Breckland District Councillors Report for August 2025

Technically the Council is in recess for August — however day to day business is
carrying on including licensing hearings and planning committee meetings.

Local Plan — work continues on this for Breckland, however with the number of
houses imposed on Breckland by the Government, there will be a large impact on
communities.

Devo and LGR — a meeting was held at Dereham Memorial Hall, which Helen, Paul
B and | attended — total number of attendees was 20! Question and answer session
was useful. The Government will decide in September whether one, two or three
authorities in Norfolk will be appointed under the strategic authority for Norfolk and
Suffolk. The timetable still shows the Mayoral election for May next year.

Solar sites — the numbers of proposed sites continues to grow in Breckland and
Norfolk, and a team lead by MPs George Freeman and Terry Jermy are working with
local parishes, and residents to ensure the most positive outcome. The planning
application for a solar farm and battery station for Shipdham has now been
submitted to Breckland Council and will be heard by the planning committee in the
fullness of time.

Domestic Food Waste — will be mandatory for the District Council to provide this
service from April 2026

Migrant Housing — despite the media hype, there are no plans from the Home Office
to use The Vibe Hotel in Watton to house migrants — indeed it is being refurbished to
continue as a hotel

Avian Flu — area around Shropham has DEFRA warning red signs of outbreak
Otterwood Kennels — this site and any planning applications/enforcements come
under Saham Toney Ward, and Clir Helen Crane — though Shipdham and other

adjoining parishes will be kept updated.

Grants — there are still a number of grants available to groups and individuals —
please see website for full details and eligibility

Always happy to take questions or comments (though may be on leave so may not
respond immediately)

lynda.turner@breckland.gov.uk
paul.hewett@breckland.gov.uk
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