ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH

HERITAGE CENTRE’S REPORT APRIL 2024

This time last year the Heritage Centre had only been reopened for 5 months, through a pretty cold
Winter, however every single week saw visitors coming in to learn about the history of the village,
the Shipdham Airfield and USAF 44" Bomber Group, and to borrow books, DVDs and jigsaws from
the community library.

Throughout the warmer Summer and Autumn months, we saw visitor numbers rise, we took part in
the Shipdham Yard Sale, and hosted guided bat walks from the Heritage Centre around the village. All
activities that we will be hosting again this year, as well as looking for opportunities to make this
beautiful space open to the public more frequently.

We made the decision last Autumn to close the Heritage Centre over the coldest months so that the
artefacts could be placed into storage securely out of the somewhat cold and damp environment.
The centre reopened Sunday the 7™ April following a clean up and refreshing of the artefact displays.
Our Facebook page has already led to a couple of visits from USA families in 2023, visiting the
locations that their fathers and grandfathers served in during WW2, and we already have another
visit scheduled for September this year.

Our band of volunteers, now 11 strong, ensure that the centre is open every Sunday, between 11am
and 2pm, and at other times, on request. Thomas Bullock Academy continue to provide items of the
schoolchildren’s work to display, along with displays from the Scouts, and local society and groups
notices.

If anyone is interested in joining our volunteers, has anything related to the village history that they
would like to share with the community, or would like to know more about Shipdham life and the
Shipdham Airfield, please do drop in or give me a call.

Samantha Shelley,
shipdhamheritagecentre@outlook.com

07711362462



