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All Saints’ Parish Church 

Dereham Team Rector Rev. Canon Paul Cubitt   01362 694107 

Team Vicar Rev. Laura Purnell    01362 821249 

Associate Priest Rev. Doreen Fotherby   01362 821481 

Churchwardens  John Larwood    01362 820049 

 Lynda Turner    07500 818315 

The Church of the Sacred Heart, Dereham 

Parish Priest Fr. Brendan Moffatt            01362 694066 

Deacon Rev. Martin Sanderson  01362 822590 

Shipdham Parish Council 

Chairman Carole Playford   01362 822154 

Vice Chairman Sam Shelley    07711 362462     

Clerk June Smith    01760 440953 

Norfolk County Council 

Councillor Mr Ed Connolly   07786 028055 

Breckland District Councillors for Shipdham & Scarning (including Cranworth) 

Councillors Lynda Turner   07500 818315 

 Paul Hewett     01362 820354 

Shipdham Surgery  

 Dr. Joshua Harrison   01362 820225 

 Dr. Scott Turner  

 Dr. Dulika Dooldeniya 

Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy 

Head Teacher Mrs Shannon O’Sullivan  01362 820300 

Chair of Governors Jan Pierson    01362 820300 

Thomas Bullock Trust 

Clerk thomasbullocktrust@gmail.com 

Shipdham Community Centre Trust 

Chairman Bill Fawcett    01362 820102 

Shipdham News 

Printing & Distribution All Saints’ Church    01362 822404 

Editors Jill Arnold 

 Theresa Hewett 

Advertising Theresa Hewett 

SHIPDHAM DIRECTORY 

jillarnold06@gmail.com 

trhewett@outlook.com 
trhewett@outlook.com              
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Summer is here. As I sit at my desk and write this the sun is 

shining and the flowers are blooming. It has been a real 
treat to see what comes up and blooms in this beautiful 

garden. The evenings are long and bright. Doesn’t 
everything feel that little bit better when the sun is out? I 

have very much enjoyed meeting more people as the 
weather has meant we are outside more. 

 
All the big Christian festivals around Easter are now finished and we have returned 

to what is known as Ordinary Time. The colours inside our churches are green and 
we stay that way in ‘Ordinary Time’ until Remembrance season and Advent. I hope 

this time is anything but ordinary. Those of us regularly in the pews in our churches 
get on with the business of life as do we all, and as always our doors are open. We 

meet with our community for coffee mornings, regular services and those wonderful 
family occasions of baptisms and weddings which happen more often in these sunnier 

and warmer months. We will celebrate the harvest as we wait for that, pray for the 
right weather conditions so that crops grow well. So, whilst it may be called 
Ordinary Time, these next few months are nothing like ordinary, we are busy with 

the things of life and doing them together as a community and family. The whole 
village is part of that community and family so please do get in touch if there is a way 

in which your church community can help you in these months of not so ordinary 
summertime. 

 
I look forward to meeting more and more of you all.  

 
God bless, Laura. 

 
Rev Laura Purnell 

Team Vicar Dereham and District Team Ministry (Shipdham and Bradenham) 

A LINE FROM LAURA 

Café Saints Coffee Morning 

All Saints’ Church 

 

10am—11:30am Thursday 7th July 2022 

10am—11:30am Thursday 4th August 2022 

All Welcome 
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All Saints’ Tower Floodlighting 

The Tower floodlighting in July is sponsored in memory of 

Miss Enid Lilley by her friends at All Saints’ Church. 

 

 

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting at All Saints’ Church for a particular 

month to commemorate a special person or event, please contact Theresa Hewett 

on trhewett@outlook.com or by telephone to 01362 820354. The suggested 

donation is £35 per month. 

 

Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance is open every day. If you would like to have an entry in 

the Book in memory of a loved one please contact Theresa Hewett by email to 

trhewett@outlook.com or call me 01362 820354. 

CHURCH NOTICES 

We will be praying in July for all those who live in: 

Shipdham: High Street, Church Close, Chapel Street, The Green, Market Street, 

Dereham Road, Church Lane 

Bradenham: Church Street, Hale Road, South End. 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for,  

please contact Revd Doreen Fotherby 

We will be praying in August for all those who live in: 

Shipdham: Brick Kiln Lane, Pound Green Close, Pound Green Lane, Fieldfare 

Loke, Watery Lane, Mill Road, Mill Estate, Letton Close 

Bradenham: Halfmile Drift, New Lane, School Road. 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for,  

please contact Revd Doreen Fotherby 
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SUMMER CHURCH SERVICES 

There is a celebration of Holy Communion every Wednesday morning at 10.00 am 

at All Saints’, Shipdham Parish Church. 
 

Sunday 3rd July   
9.30 am Café Church      Shipdham 

9:30 am Holy Communion      Bradenham 
 

Sunday 10th July  
9.30 am Café Church      Bradenham Village Hall 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 
   

Sunday 17th July  
9.30 am Choral Matins BCP     Bradenham  

11.15 am Morning Praise and a Baptism   Shipdham  
 

Sunday 24th July   
9:30 am  Holy Communion BCP     Bradenham 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 

 
Sunday 31st July     

11:15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 
4:00pm  Choral Evensong      Bradenham 

 
Sunday 7th August 

9.30 am Café Church      Shipdham 
9:30 am Holy Communion      Bradenham 

 
Sunday 14th August 

9.30 am Café Church      Bradenham Village Hall 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 

 
Sunday 21st August 

9:30 am  Holy Communion BCP     Bradenham 
11:15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 
 

Sunday 28th August 
9:30 am  Holy Communion BCP     Bradenham 

11:15 am Holy Communion     Shipdham 
 

 
All are welcome to all services. 
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Hair by Jeanette 
Market Street, Shipdham 

• Established Unisex Salon 

• Fully qualified & experienced staff  

• Member of National Hairdressers Federation 

• Offering a full range of Hair Treatments at 

very competitive prices 

Telephone: (01362) 820042 

Qualified Foot Health Professional 

Helen Malcolmson (MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Convenient Foot Care Treatment 

 Ingrown toenails 

 Fungal nail treatment 

 Corn & callus removal 

 Bunion care 

 General footcare 

Telephone: 01362 692892 

Mobile: 07796 617938 

 

IT’S BACK, YOUR LOCAL SHOW, SAVE THE DATE 
 

WAYLAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW 

4TH SEPTEMBER 2022 
 

ONE OF THE OLDEST ONE-DAY AGRICULTURAL SHOWS IN THE 
COUNTRY AND A GREAT DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY 

 
New and exciting interactive events and competitions, will offer visitors of all ages 

the opportunity to enjoy hands-on experiences. Whether that means the chance 
to sit in a shiny new combine harvester, or a close-up experience with a Suffolk 

horse and you'll certainly be entertained by the humorous kiwi-style Sheep Show. 
 

At the heart of the 2022 Show will be all that is best from the region – quality 
livestock, unique craftsmanship, local musicians, and local foods and produce. Why 

not consider entering one of the competitions, forms etc being added to the 
webpage all the time, see www.waylandshow.com 
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VILLAGE NOTICES 

Shipdham Bowls Club 

Shipdham are continuing to enjoy the season, with a mixture of results. In the 

Dereham League (currently placed third) they lost to Swanton Morley and 
Bawdeswell, drew at Reepham and Broom Green and beat Swanton Morley 

Angel. In the Elmham League (currently second position), Shipdham beat Elmham 
Institute and Reepham, and lost against Swanton Morley and Bintree.  In the EBA 

league Shipdham beat Northwold and Mundford and lost against Hingham and 
are currently second in the league table.  We would love to see you if you are 

thinking of giving bowling a try, roll ups take place every Saturday at 1pm and all 
are welcome to come and give bowling a go.  We have woods you can 

borrow.  Bowling is for all ages, is good exercise, good fun and you will be made 

to feel welcome. For further information, please ring Sue on 07729307668. 

Shipdham Community Hub 

The Hub already has three future bookings on the calendar. Planning to hold your 

own party at any time, and are worried about the weather, then don't forget you 
can hire marquees, tables (both long and round), chairs, crockery from the 

Community Hub. All items will be delivered and collected when you have finished 
with them. Marquees will be erected and taken down. Hire charge is £50.00.  For 

further information please contact Ray on 01362 820065 or Sue on 
07729307668. 

 
The recent Chinese evening hosted by the Community Hub on the 18th June was 

enjoyed by 46 people.  There was lots of chatter and laughter, with new friends 
being made and old ones being reacquainted.  

Charity Quiz—Friday 29th July 
The Shipdham Charity Quizzes are held on the last Friday of each month (except 

August) in the WI Hall at 7:30pm. We encourage you to bring your own drinks 
and nibbles, but we do provide tea and coffee during the Break. 

 
To book a table please contact Heather Crowdy on 820078. 

 
Please be reminded there is no Charity Quiz in August.  

 
Thank you to the organisers for all their hard work throughout the year. 
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ANDY’S CARS 

CAR BODY REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

 

CALL (01362) 822177 

Unit 2, The Old Foundry, Market Street, Shipdham 

⚫ Quality Accident 

Repairs 

⚫ Full/Part Resprays 

⚫ Welding 

⚫ Panel Beating 

⚫ Colour Coding 

Peter Rudling Travel 

Specialists in Airport Transfers, 

Train Stations & Seaports 

24 Hour Service (Pre-Booked) 

Mercedes Cars | Wedding Car Service 

Contact us on: 01362 821140  

07776040004 / 07545560565 

www.peterrudlingtravel.co.uk 

Breckland Brush 

Chimney Sweep 
& Stove Installation 

NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

www.brecklandbrush.co.uk 

Qualified Experienced Professional 

01953 881579 | 07966 298777 

David A Cutting Building Surveyors Ltd 

Breckland Business Centre : St Withburga Lane: Dereham  

CHARTERED SURVEYORS & ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS 

Tel: 01362 821000 or visit us at: www.dacsurveyors.co.uk 

CONTACT US BEFORE YOU PURCHASE OR BUILD 

W.C. LITTLEPROUD & SON 

 Owned by the Littleproud family for over 75 years 

 Pre-Paid & Pre-arrangement funeral plans available 

 Horse-drawn & Green Funerals 

Tel: 01362 695458 or 01760 440269 

“Our family taking  

care of your family” 

Serving Mid-Norfolk 
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Shipdham News Advertising Rates  
1/8 page £100 p.a. 

1/4 page £150 p.a. 

1/2 page £200 p.a. 

Full page £350 p.a. 

Ten editions printed each year.  

Email trhewett@outlook.com for details  

 

 

Shipdham News Articles  

Please send your articles to the Editors, 

Jill and Theresa 

jillarnold06@gmail.com 

trhewett@outlook.com 

A Note on Magazine Articles 

We are delighted to receive articles from Shipdham organisations and groups which 

help keep residents in touch. Please email articles to jillarnold06@gmail.com and 

trhewett@outlook.com You will receive a reply. The deadline is the 18th of each 

month. Please be aware of GDPR regulations and keep your report to either half a page 

(approx. 200 words) or a full page (approx. 450 words). Please keep it a little shorter if 

you have a picture you would like to include with it. If you need more space for a 

particular article, contact one of the Editors. 

SHIPDHAM NEWS 

All members of the Group were really happy to be involved in the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee event at Bullock Park. It certainly was something well worth 
celebrating. A true village family event. We would like to thank everyone who 

came and supported us whether just to browse, or to buy items from our stall, or 
just to have a chat. It was a lovely afternoon. The next event we will be at is the 

Thomas Bullock School Fete on Saturday 9th July. We hope to see you there. 

Meeting dates in July will be as follows: 

1 – 3pm Tuesday 5th July WI Hall and 1 – 3pm Wednesday 13th July All Saints’ 

Church 

Meeting dates in August will be as follows:  

1 – 3pm Tuesday 2nd August WI Hall and 1 – 3pm Wednesday 10th August All 

Saints’ Church 

For further information please contact Kathy on 820615 or Marlene on 820327. 
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Carolyn Williams gave a most interesting talk on the meanings behind what 

we now call nursery rhymes. They were really only meant for adults as a way to 
get some meaningful message across  either about the church or king for example 

Little Jack Horner who sat in the corner.  Jack Horner was a real man  who was 
steward to the Abbot of Glastonbury who didn’t want to lose the Abbey to king 

Henry VIII. The Abbot sent Jack to the King with some deeds to 12 manor houses 
hoping that this gift would save the Abbey. Unfortunately it didn’t. It was a very 

entertaining evening with many more nursery rhymes being explained. 

Next month John Vigor will give a talk on the history of  

Norfolk churches . 

 
We are a ladies group that meet once a month on the third 
Thursday evening from 7.30pm for interesting talks or 

demonstrations. Come and join us. 

Audrey Griffiths 

Chair Shipdham Wives 

The Breckland Mobile Food Store will be at Bullock Park each Wednesday 

morning, between 9:30am and 10:30am 

The store will follow a regular route around rural areas of Breckland, 
providing a way to shop for healthy, nutritious food and store cupboard 

staples at a reduced price. If increasing living costs or difficulty getting to the shops are 
problems for you, the store is a way to help. The Breckland Mobile Food Store is 
funded by Breckland Council and Norfolk Community Foundation and run by local 
charity Kickstart. Friendly expert staff on the bus are also trained to offer wider 
support. If you need advice on things like debt management, mental health and 
wellbeing, chat to the staff and they’ll connect you to a range of services. To use the 
Breckland Mobile Food Store you’ll need to become a member. You’ll make a one-off 
payment of £3.50 per household and be issued with a membership card. Membership 
applications can be completed on your first visit to the bus, or online at 
breckland.gov.uk 
 
This trial scheme is supported by Shipdham Parish Council and District Councillors 
Lynda Turner and Paul Hewett with the understanding of local businesses such as the 
Post Office and Convenience Stores who have been fully consulted and involved in the 
process. 

MOBILE FOOD STORE 

SHIPDHAM WIVES 
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The gladiolus ( plural gladioli) is tall with sharply pointed leaves. It belongs to the lily 

family. The name comes from the Latin word for sword, reflecting the shape of the 
leaves. The gladiators of Ancient Rome and other warriors may have worn the 

gladiolus corm as an amulet to protect from injury or death when fighting and to 
ensure victory. 

 
The ancient Greeks believed that the flower grew from the blood shed when 

Hyacinthus, a Spartan prince was accidentally slain by a discus. Later this myth spread 
and it became a general belief that gladioli grew where victims were slain by swords. 

 
The gladiolus is one of the two birth flowers for August. The other is the poppy. 

The gladiolus is also the flower of celebration for fortieth wedding anniversaries. 
 

Obviously gladioli were much admired in the ancient world. Many old species are 
associated with the areas of Asia and Africa. Some historians think that the earliest 

known written mention of the gladiolus is in the Bible, with the reference to lilies of 
the field - ‘Consider the lilies of the field how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
they spin’, (Matthew Chapter 6). 

 
Most truly wild gladioli grow today in places such as Africa, and here they tend to 

bloom in winter as the ground does not freeze as it does in the northern 
hemisphere. Some wild species are getting close to extinction as habitats are 

destroyed with the growth of humanity. Wild gladioli were known for centuries as 
inhabitants of corn fields in Mediterranean countries. 

 
The first known African gladiolus cultivated in Europe was in the 1680s but by the 

early 1740s South African gladioli were being imported to Europe by English and 
Dutch trading vessels which stopped at present day Cape Town to take on water 

and supplies. The English horticulturalist Philip Miller (1691 - 1771 ) was the first 
person to succeed in flowering a South African gladiolus 

in 1745 in England. In 1753 Carl Linnaeus gave the first 
truly scientific description and classification of the 

gladiolus in his book ‘Species of Plants’. 
 
From the early 19th century attempts to hybridise gladioli 

to produce healthy and attractive summer flowering 
plants for the northern hemisphere were widespread 

across Europe eventually producing large numbers of 
cultivars - some long forgotten, and others surviving in 

today’s thriving gladiolus industry. Today we recognise 
some 300 cultivars in many wonderful colours. 

FAVOURITE FLOWER .. 
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Vacancy – All Saints Church, Shipdham 

 
The Parochial Church Council is seeking a 

Treasurer to support the work of the PCC and our 
community building.   
 

Familiarity with finance is useful but not essential: 
more important are administrative skills and an 

interest to learn. 
 

Full handover from retiring treasurer. 
 

This is a voluntary position – further details from the 
Churchwardens: John Larwood or Lynda Turner. 

..GLADIOLUS 

The gladiolus grows from round corms, rather like crocuses. The flower spikes 

produce blooms on one side only. In wild species the blooms are often very small 
but many of the modern cultivars have giant sized blooms and very long stems. The 

gladiolus is a very popular cut flower. 
 

In some cultures gladioli are believed to 
have medicinal properties and in parts of 

Africa is used to treat symptoms as diverse 
as the common cold and digestive 

problems. It was also used to ease 
toothache. 

 
In some places there was a belief that 

gladioli in the garden would ward off the 
evil eye. In the past gladioli corms were 

baked in dough and ground and added to 
bread flour and mixed with onions to form 
cakes. We don’t recommend trying any of 

these! 
 

The first gladiolus society was formed in 
England. Today the gladiolus is one of the 

five most common crops of cut flowers 
grown worldwide from America, to Israel, 

to Britain to Northern and Eastern Europe. 
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H. BRETT & SON 

Monumental Masons - 

Craftsmen in Stone 

Traditional Memorials,  

Period Fireplaces, 

Worktops, Vanities, House Names 

Marble, Stone, Slate, Granite 

Call for our Brochure or  

Visit our SHOWROOM and  

WORKSHOPS 

Home Visits can be arranged 

75 Norwich Road, Watton, IP25 6DH 

Email: hbrettandson@btconnect.com 

www.hbrettandson.co.uk 

Telephone: 01953 881501 

Abigail 

 

Mobile Hairdresser 

Now working in your area  

Perms, Colours and Cutting 

Techniques  
20 years’ experience  

All ages catered for 

In the comfort of your own home  

Competitive Prices 

Discount for Group Bookings 

 

For more details please contact:- 

Mobile     07747 025 665 

Landline  01362 690 608 
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The choir meets in St. Thomas’ Chapel, All Saints’ Church on alternate Tuesday 

evenings. 
  Dates for July are:   September Dates are: 

   12th July        6th September 
   26th July        20th September 

 
Our choir, founded nine years ago in response to a village survey, is welcoming, 

friendly and very inclusive. We are holding a concert in the autumn in All Saints’ 
Church. 

 
If you think you would enjoy a sociable evening of singing and companionship, come 
along to a meeting and see what we do. The social and supportive aspects of our 

meetings are very important. We sing a range of lighter and seasonal music and 
there are no auditions. You do not need to be able to read music. If you would like 

more information please feel free to phone Ray on 01953 886751 or Bill on 01362 
861269. 

SHIPDHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR 

Dereham Ukrainian Centre 

 
The Dereham Ukrainian Aid Centre in Wrights Walk, Dereham has been running 

since 6th May.   The Centre welcomes Host Families and Ukrainian Families twice 
a week on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am till 4pm.   

 
All items are donated by local people. Everything is free for our Ukrainian  guests 

including English lessons, household items, clothing, baby items, food etc.  Advice is 

available for things such as benefits, schools etc.  
 

Our Facebook page lists what is needed at any time, and gives information about 
events and activities.  

 
Volunteers are very welcome—please just call in.  

The atmosphere is lovely and you meet some amazing people.  
 

Judy Rogers 
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Jill’s Help @ Home 
Offering a variety of services to suit your needs 

Years of experience in domestic and care settings 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 07951 365025 

Email: jdhomehelp@gmail.com 

•Cleaning 

•Pet Care 

•Shopping 

•Care Work 

•Dog Walking/Sitting 

•Hoovering & Ironing 

•Fully Insured 

Fully insured ◼ Mobile, carry own water and 

electricity supply ◼ Packages starting from 

£15 ◼ Different protections available to keep 

your car, caravan or camper looking great. 

Phone Stuart on 07917 875886 
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DEREHAM WALKERS ARE WELCOME 

Dereham Walkers are Welcome is a not-for-profit organisation. We 

meet on the first Friday of each month to complete a short walk of 
up to four miles. 

 
Our Jubilee themed walk was a delight; warm sunshine after the rain and as we 

finished we were able to gather for drinks and delicious cakes and enjoy a chat 
sitting down! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Please come and join our friendly group for our next walk on Friday July 1st. 
There is also a programme of longer walks and three town walks planned for later 

in the year. For up to date information, please check our website 
http://www.derehamwaw.org.uk/ or email Ken Hawkins: ken-hawkins@tiscali.co.uk 

or call him on 07505 426750. 

The Thomas Bullock Trust, Shipdham, provides financial support to Thomas 

Bullock C of E  Primary Academy and grants to individuals under 25 

The Trustees of the Trust are looking to appoint a Clerk and a Custodian Treasurer to 

manage the administration and finances of the Trust either as one or two appointments. 

These are voluntary non-voting positions, but a small honorarium will be offered. 

There are further details about the history and working of the Trust on the Shipdham 

website. 

For further details please contact: 

 John Larwood, Chairman – 01362 820049 
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BURTON TIPPER SERVICES  

& WASTE COLLECTION 

DELIVERY OF GRAVEL, SAND, TOPSOIL & BALLAST 

COLLECTION OF SCRAP METAL, APPLIANCES  

& GENERAL HOUSEHOLD RUBBISH 

MAN/WOMAN WITH A VAN SERVICE 

FOR MORE INFO: Telephone 07917875886  

Find us on Facebook 

EMAIL burtontipper@aol.com 

Full License Waste Carrier 

OSTEOPATHIC  
TREATMENT  
GOsC Registered Osteopath 

Practising at: Willow Farm,  

Dereham Road, Garvestone. 

Weekend & evening  

appointments available. 

Spinal Pain | Sciatica 

Headaches | Muscle Strains 

Ligament Sprains | Sports Injuries 

Chronic Conditions 

Problems relating to Pregnancy 

Babies to the Elderly treated 

Animals also treated 

For more information, 

Or to book an appointment, contact 

Caroline De Wilde BSc (Hons) Ost. 

Tel: 01362 858530 
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SOURCES OF FINANCIAL HELP 

Thomas Bullock Trust  

The Trust’s primary function is to provide additional funds to 
support the work of Thomas Bullock C of E Primary Academy. 

We are able to use any remaining available funds in “furthering 
the education (including religious education in accordance with 

the doctrines of the Church of England and social and physical 
training) of residents under the age of 25  in the parish of Shipdham” who “are in 

need of financial assistance in such ways as the Trustees think fit”. 

Following a period of change the Trustees are now inviting applications for those 

seeking funding for further education support for the next academic year – 
deadline for applications is 31st August 2022 – for those who have outstanding 

applications please be assured they will be considered too. Application forms 
available on line at www.shipdham.org – to be returned to 

thomasbullocktrust@gmail.com 

Note: if you submitted an application last year, please make sure we have a copy 

of it – as the address for return has changed. 

Trustees as listed on the Charity Commission website are: John Larwood, 
Rev.Canon Paul Cubitt, Lynda Turner, Barbara Scott, Dale Wordley and Jo Dewing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bursaries 

Breckland Council are offering bursaries of up to 
£1000 for individuals over the age of 16,  accessing 

further education – the scheme is open for the 

rest of the year, but get your applications in early! 
Full details including criteria, application forms and 

guidance notes at www.breckland.gov.uk 

Hamond Educational Charity  

Set up to promote the education (including social and physical 

training) of young persons under the age of 21 who live in the 

Breckland District Council area of Norfolk.  

Full details at www.hamondeducationalcharity.org.uk 

http://www.village.org/
mailto:thomasbullocktrust@gmail.com
http://www.breckland.gov.uk/
http://www.hamondeducationalcharity.org.uk/
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PANWORTH HALL FARM COTTAGES 
We have cottages for rent in Ashill for long or short lets 

For price and availability telephone: 

Ralli Properties on: 01760 440852 

 Open Fire, Central Heating 

 Own Gardens and Parking 

 Sleeps 4/5 

 Pets Welcome 

PONDER’S GARAGE 
MOT TESTING 

PETROL, DIESEL & CATALYSTS 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

CAR ALARMS & IMMOBILISERS 

MOBILE PHONE HANDSFREE KITS 

FITTED 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

Tel: 01362 820238 

JOE SISTO 
TV, Video, DVD and Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

Experienced Carer/Personal Assistant 
from your local area 

Be independent at home. Fully insured. 
30 years experience. References available. 

All aspects of care undertaken. 

Also experienced in helping and supporting the  
terminally ill, which includes Cancer care 

Qualified to resuscitate. Private, Non-Agency,  
One to one care. Trustworthy and reliable.  

Dementia & Alzheimer's experienced. 

Call Gilly - 01362 820083 Mobile: 07827 620208 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 

• Qualified Engineer 

• Over 30 Years  

Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 

• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs,  

Installations &  

Tuning Services 

Telephone: 01760 722168  

Mobile: 07785 746682 
White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp. Rectory) 
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We travelled from the depths of rural North Norfolk - about twenty of us, 

aged between eleven and seventeen, destined for an experience none of us 
would forget. In baggy shorts and Boy Scout hats, we camped out in Pall Mall 

from teatime to teatime, wet, cold, and living every minute of it. Only will-
power and youth’s resilience kept us awake (or nearly). 

 
The images from that night are an amalgam of cheerfulness, tiredness, and 

inspiration : cocoa from a corner café, circles of people dancing around Eros in 
Piccadilly (after an un-approved walk up Regent Street), waking up in the gutter 

to buy a paper that said “Everest climbed”. 
 

By early afternoon we couldn’t move - except me! I had always been small, and 
for once it paid off. “Put the kid at the front” they said, “He won’t block 

anyone’s view.” So there I was. In between a soldier and a London “Bobby”, 
with a perfect view. It rained again, but who cared? Queen Salote didn’t care, 

and nor did we - this was HISTORY, and everything and everybody overflowed. 
The procession went on, and on - Winnie, the Royal family, the Mounties, the 
Gurkhas, the heroes and servants of that frail young woman whose day this 

was. 
 

The next few hours are vague - travelling to a church hall somewhere in Soho, 
where I fell fast asleep, sausage and mash, and missing the firework display 

because “The poor little beggar’s tired out”. True enough, because I didn’t 
wake up until the following morning, just in time to be dragged to Buckingham 

Palace as the Queen drove out to tour London - and to be pushed to the front 
again! 

 
That evening, in a railway buffet car, four of us barely-teenagers daringly 

ordered cider, and drank our first loyal toast to “The Queen”. We were asleep 
when the train arrived home.     Geoff Hinchliffe 

A MEMORY OF 1953 
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On Thursday 2nd June a hive of activity was to be found at The Park from early 

morning until late evening. All the stall holders were busily setting out their area 
with food, gifts, games, books, puzzles and lots more.  

 
The celebrations kicked off with the proclamation read out by a fittingly attired 

Steve Kite and officially opened by Mr and Mrs Keith Rowe. Neil Hardingham 
entertained with his disco throughout the day. 

 
Over 1500 people attended and were treated to an uplifting concert performed by 

the talented children from our school. It was lovely to all come together for a 
relaxed sunny afternoon to celebrate the Jubilee.  

 
The evening was rounded off by the lighting of the beacon accompanied by the 

Shipdham Community Choir singing the specially commissioned Jubilee song A Life 
Lived with Grace. 

SHIPDHAM CELEBRATES  
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THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 

The beacon was lit by Chairperson of 

Shipdham Parish Council, Carole Playford. 
Many thanks to all who helped make the 

event successful. 
 

While many of us will remember the 
Diamond and even Silver Jubilees, the 

Coronation is a more distant memory.  

See page 21 for a shared memory of the Coronation in 1953. 
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SANDRINGHAM  

Originally the Sandringham estate was acquired for the future Edward V11, then 

Prince of Wales, as a country retreat in 1862. In 1870 the mansion we know today 
was built. Royal family life and entertaining took place there and the estate was 

perfect for shooting. Both George V and George V1 remarked how they loved 
Sandringham and George V1 died there in February 1952 after a day spent out 

shooting. 
 

The Queen inherited Sandringham and spends the anniversary of her father’s death 
there. The royal family enjoys Christmas at Sandringham and the Queen enjoys 

country pursuits, her dogs and horses there, and involvement in Sandringham’s 
community and farming activities. 

 
All the Queen’s Horses 

 
in 1886 King Edward V11 established a racehorse stud at Sandringham which has 

become of national importance in developing thoroughbred lines. The Queen’s 
profound knowledge of all matters relating to horses has helped the Royal Stud to 
produce many successful racehorses. 

 
Her Majesty learned to ride at a very young age and was photographed out riding 

only a few months ago. She has passed her talent on to the Princess Royal who 
competed in the 1976 Olympics at Montreal, riding the Queen’s horse Goodwill. 
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DAYS 

Dog Days 

 
As well as horses Her Majesty’s love of dogs, especially corgis, is very well known, 

with puppet corgis appearing in the Platinum Jubilee Pageant. Drones featured a 
corgi as part of the light show during the Platinum Jubilee concert at Buckingham 

Palace. 
 

The Queen’s great grandfather established a secluded resting place for Royal pets 
at Sandringham. Here lie many departed pets including Susan, the Queen’s original 

corgi, given her by her parents on her eighteenth birthday in 1944. Susan is the 
ancestor of all the subsequent royal corgis. Susan died in 1959 and had even joined 

the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh on their honeymoon. 
 

Another favourite royal canine is the Labrador gun dog and the Queen has always 
taken a deep interest in the Labrador stud as well. 

 
Christmas at Sandringham 
 

In normal years members of the Royal family gather on Christmas Eve to exchange 
presents and help decorate the Christmas tree which has been chosen from the 

Sandringham Estate. On Christmas morning the Royal family attends 11.00 o’clock 
service at St. Mary Magdalene church. 

 
This is followed by a traditional turkey lunch, games and walks around the grounds. 

 
Gifts are distributed to the royal household and 1,500 Christmas puddings are 

given to employees at all the royal palaces. 
 

(The exhibition “Her Majesty the Queen at Sandringham: An Exemplary Reign and 
a Unique Country House” explores many themes relating to the Queen and is 

open at Sandringham until 13th October.) 
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FOOT HEALTH 

PRACTITIONER 

Alison Pothecary 
(DIP MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Foot care in the comfort of  

your own home 

Nails trimmed,  

Diabetic Foot Care & advice, Fungal 

& Thick Nail treatment, Verrucas, 

Ingrowing Nails,  

Corn/Callus Removal 

  01953 884386 

  07810 662380 

 

 

Private Residential and 

Retirement Home 
Proprietors: Healthcare Homes 

Manager: Kayleigh Emsley 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

THETFORD, NORFOLK IP25 7LB 

Telephone: (01362) 820939 
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WILDLIFE TO SEE IN  JULY AND AUGUST 

Like June, July is a good time to watch out for butterflies and you might see dark 

green fritillaries around sand dunes by the coast, silver-studded blues over areas of 
heather and white admirals in sunny woodland glades. Dragonflies and damsel flies 

are now plentiful, with the common blue damselfly being one of the easiest to 
identify with its bright colouring, and it often visits gardens, especially if there is a 

pond. 
 

Lots of black-headed sea gull young can be spotted along marshlands by the coast 
and many of the warblers which migrated here earlier in the year are now feeding 

their second broods of chicks and will start heading back south in August. 
 

Our skies are still showcasing the antics of swallows, swifts and house martins, but 
it will not be long before they too migrate to warmer places before the colder 

weather sets in here. Swifts, who arrived in early May will start to migrate in July. 
Swifts spend almost their entire lives airborne and can reach a speed of 69mph in 

level flight. They are now endangered as more old buildings where they squeeze 
through gaps to build nests are demolished or renovated. House martins will 
usually migrate in August and in early September swallows can be watched 

gathering in groups one day and nowhere to be seen the next! 
 

Along the coastal salt marshes large stretches of sea lavender create vistas of a 
delicate purple. August sees the migration of many seabirds and waders which are 

heading south having finished raising their broods. However many birds still 
remain and large flocks of knots and other waders may still be seen around the 

Wash area, while green sandpipers with their distinctive, rather noisy call, are 
much in evidence. They look rather like large house martins when in flight and 

have very dark upper parts with a white underbody. 
 

Insects proliferate in August and the chirps of field grasshoppers seem to arise 
from every patch of short grass, and crickets are also around in abundance. The 

darker hours host plenty of moths and as well as moths the evenings are the time 
to spot bats. Noctule bats, rather large and swift flying are often seen near woods 

and pipistrelles are common. 
 
August is also often a month when swarms of 

ladybirds are to be seen. In some years August also 
sees the influx of large numbers of painted lady 

butterflies. This orange and black butterfly migrates 
over long distances from Southern Europe, the 

Middle East and North Africa. It particularly likes 
buddleia and its caterpillars often feed on mallow, 

thistles and viper’s bugloss. 
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SHIPDHAM POST OFFICE & CONVENIENCE STORES 

A friendly, family business run by Lax and Raj Purewal  

(opp. Village Green) 

Telephone: Dereham (01362) 820285 

SHIPDHAM’S LARGEST ONE STOP SHOP OPEN 7 DAYS 

We are always happy to take requests for specific requirements 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

New Special Deals & Multi-Buys now available 

Delicatessen, Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Fresh Flowers & Plants (in 
season), Flowers by post, Fresh Bread from Hingham Bakery, 

Pastries/Sandwiches, Bunnings local fish, Cromer Crabs (in season), 
Ices, Wide range of Convenience Foods, Pet Foods, Stationery, Gifts & 
Toys, Fax Service, Bottle Gas, Mobile Top-up, Photocopier, Tobacco & 
Off-Licence. Large variety of Cards—views of Shipdham by Liz Mace.  

NATIONAL LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY NOW AVAILABLE 

Cash Machine. Groceries delivered by arrangement. 

In the Post Office we offer: 

Personal Banking—selected Banks (no charge by Post Office), Motor 
Tax, Insurance, Foreign Currency, Euros in stock, Loans, Phones and 

more. 

Shop: Mon to Fri 6am—7pm, Sat 6:30am—7pm, Sun 8am—4pm 

Post Office: Mon to Fri 10am—3:30pm Sat 10am—12:30pm 
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 We won. It was a close-run thing: in fact, we were 

behind 12-9 (the winning score is 13 if you are 

unfamiliar with the sport) and we had offered them 

the chance to resign, at which, not surprisingly, they 

scoffed. The last end of the 3rd game (the decider, as the score was an even-stevens 

1-1) was slipping inevitably (or so we thought…) from our grasp. Being doubles and 

thus 4 players, each of us threw 3 balls and they had laid up an impressive 2 closest 

with only our last 3 balls to go, so the chances of a win were bleak. However, the first 

of our 3 clacked their closest out of the way taking its place, the second rolled up 

the closest and the last wriggled in even closer to give us a 12-13 win and the match. 

I’m talking boules (if you’ll pardon the expression), or pétanque. It's similar to our 

“bowls” by getting your bowl closest to the “jack”: with “pétanque” it is getting your 

boule closest to the “cochinette” (piglet!). Shipdham 2, Noyant-la Gravoyére 1. It was 

played in Sheringham on a terrain of sharp sand in a corner of a back garden (we have 

members from around Norfolk, not just Shipdham) and our opponents were so 

gutted we all had to have another beer. A re-match will take place in 2023 next May 

in Noyant where it will probably be on a purpose-built terrain where we have 

become used to being beaten soundly and will all have to resort to glasses of beer or 

even wine. Probably. 

 

Rather than relate a point-by-point “what we did on 

the Twinning” here at the end of May, this is just 

one example of the fun we had in one corner of it, 

but typical in amongst lots of others. It was 

wonderful to re-ignite our friendships, or start new 

ones as we had a first-time host family here and a 

new couple from France. They want to come back, 

too!  

The photo says it all. 

Steve Kite, Chairman, Shipdham Twinning 

stephenkite52@gmail.com  

 

SHIPDHAM TWINNING 

 

mailto:stephenkite52@gmail.com
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SHIPDHAM HISTORY GROUP 

 

For a few years we have been researching the many people who lie within the 

burial ground of the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel built in 1924 that stood in Chapel 

Street between the entrance to the old school playing field and the footpath.  This 

detailed 1906 Ordnance Survey map (6 inches to 1 mile) shows the Chapel marked 

as a ‘Club’ as it had been used as such for community recreation purposes since it 

ceased to be an active chapel.  The Burial Ground (B.G.) beside the chapel was 

open for burials until c1900.  On this map, the three-digit number (e.g. 698) is the 

OS reference for the parcel of land at the time and the number below details the 

area in acres (e.g. 3.495 acres) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The social ’club’ was closed around the time of World War II, and after the sale of 

the old chapel and adjoining land, it was subsequently used for storage.  Many of 

those graves in the burial ground contained more than one person and in the 

1950s and 60s we Shipdham school children of a certain age remember the many 

gravestones which covered the whole area from the roadside to the back fence 

that bordered the school playing field as seen in the picture below: 
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WESLEYAN METHODIST CHAPEL  

Only a few of those gravestones remained in place before Breckland Council 

removed the last of them to Thetford for storage in 2019, where they currently 

remain, apparently to be returned at a later date.  Fortunately, we photographed 

those last few stones before they were taken away and were glad to find that the 

Mid-Norfolk Family History Society had already surveyed and recorded them some 

years before. 

Having since compiled a family tree for everyone whose memorial stone remained 

in 2019, we have been surprisingly fortunate in not only being able to follow the 

lives of those people but also to link them with parishioners living locally today.  

Examples of the surnames of Shipdham people buried there are Holman, Harwood, 

Last, Lake, and Rix, three of which were family surnames of our village men who 

died in World War I. 

This month, we would like to share some of the amazing story of the life of 

Shipdham born James Harwood with you.  James was the son of Samuel and Mary 

Harwood of Shipdham.  Samuel was the miller of the postmill in Market Street in 

1841 and he was also a shopkeeper dealing in dry goods, groceries and provisions.  

Samuel was married to Mary Watson from Saham Toney and they had three 

children, James born in 1834, George in 1836 and Anna born in 1838.  James 

Harwood’s direct descendants in the United States have been happy to share their 

family photographs with us. 

Samuel Harwood  

(1804—1892) 

James Harwood 

(1834—1912) 
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The Harwood family were devout Methodists and worshipped at the Wesleyan 

Chapel in Chapel Street.  They had two sons.  Their son James, born in 1834 in 

Shipdham ‘town’, was of the same belief as his parents and his early years are noted 

in the village in his wonderful autobiography which he wrote in great local detail 

before his death in 1912 at the age of 73 years. 

We refer hereafter to passages from James’ autobiography.  Aged six, James 

attended Shipdham school, called the ‘Natural School’ by him, and sadly, his mother 

Mary died of ‘consumption or TB’ in 1845.  ‘At 12 years old I had a severe attack of 

typhoid fever.  I got very low, but after a long siege recovered to take her place in 

the store’.  Mary was interred in the Wesleyan burial ground only seven years after 

their daughter Anna had died of disease aged only six years in 1838. 

James continues: ‘I was brought up in the 

Methodist belief being members of that church, 

which meant meeting three times on Sunday and 

once or twice each week.  About this time the 

temperance movement was taking a great hold on 

the people and we all became members of the 

cause.  All the early recollections of my life were 

quite pleasant and although I was kept very close 

and under strict religious discipline, I enjoyed life.’ 

‘I well remember my Mother, when dying, giving 

me advice for my guidance through life, said 

“Always keep good company and be sure to 

associate with those that are better than yourself”.  

That through life has kept me from bad 

associations.’ 

‘When I was about 14 I was apprenticed to a saddler 

and harness maker.  It was a business I took quite a 

liking to and has done me a good turn during my life.’  

James’ brother George became his father’s assistant 

in their shop in Chapel Street and was detailed in the 

1851 census. 

James goes on to describe in his own words the 

events in Shipdham village 172 years ago, in 1850:  

BURIAL GROUND 

‘In memory of MARY wife 

of SAMUEL HARWOOD 

who died December 17th 

1845 aged 45 years.  Also 

ANNA their daughter 

born May 2nd 1838 died 

August 7th 1844’ 
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SHIPDHAM HISTORY GROUP 

‘When I was about 16, some Mormon Missionaries came to our town [Shipdham] 

and organised a Church, (should say Ward).  The doctrines they taught seemed to 

suit my Father.  What they taught seemed to correspond with those proclaimed by 

Christ and his disciples in the Bible.  About this time two American Elders came to 

our town and wanted to get some place to preach.  My father, being one of the 

tenders of the Methodist Church, they came to see him.  He was willing (although 

at this time he had not joined the Mormons), but the other trustees were opposed 

to it.  My Father had one of the keys, so I told the Elders to publish that they 

would speak in the church and I would unlock it so they could get in.  The other 

trustees tried to stop them, but one got in the pulpit and the other at the door and 

after quite a rumpus, went on with the meeting.  They told a beautiful story of the 

valley of Salt Lake, and the opportunity for the poor man, his chance to make him a 

home of his own, how easy it was to get a living.  Told all the bright side, but not 

the difficulties of crossing the plains, 1,600 miles distance through a country 

inhabited only by Indians and wild animals.  They told the best side, the goodness 

and kindness of the brethren when they got through their journey.  No more 

trouble, all enjoyment and happiness ever after.  They did not tell that as soon as 

you got there it was everyone for himself and your cattle and wagons were got 

from you for half their value.  The story told was a bright one and several converts 

were made, my Father and Myself among them. I joined the church and made up 

my mind to start for the valley by the next company.  After joining the Mormons, 

that fixed our business.  The religious people boycotted us at once and business 

went to pieces and it was no use for us to think of doing anything and my Father 

made up his mind to go.  But having a great many debts out, could not settle up his 

accounts and be ready to go that season.  I had made up my mind to go and so I 

got myself ready in January 1851, being then 16 years old.  The person I was bound 

apprenticed to was willing to let me off so I bid goodbye to 

all my relations and friends to take my chance in the valley 

of the Great Salt Lake, at that time 1,000 miles from 

civilisation and after all the ups and downs do not regret 

what I have done.’ 

 

Brigham Young 

Founder of Salt Lake City 1847 
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Life in Shipdham in 1850 was not easy for any working men, especially those whose 

ties with family had been broken by disease (which was rife) and we can understand 

why promises of a better life in a far distant land would be tempting, particularly to 

a young man who thought he had no future here. James’ story continues in the next 

issue of Shipdham News when we follow his journey in 1851 to the New World. 

The Founding of Salt Lake City in 1847 

Beanie Brown (01362 820068), Sue Dewing (820324) & Marlene Secker 
(820327)  

Shipdham History Group 
 

 

TO BE CONTINUED .. 

Every Friday in Term Time 
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OPEN GARDENS 

Open Garden 
1—5pm on Sunday 17th July  

Adults £5, children free 

DUNBHEAGAN, DEREHAM ROAD, WESTFIELD, NR19 1QF 
 

 
 

Our Garden will be open through the National Gardens Scheme. Come along, 
relax and enjoy the garden knowing you are supporting the NGS whose main 

charities are Macmillan, Marie Curie, Hospice UK and other health related 
organisations.  

 
“Teas” are available on the front lawn by and in aid of Independence Matters, the 

local day centre for adults with learning difficulties.  
 

Jean and John look forward to seeing you. 

Photo from EDP 
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To prolong your summer blooms, continue deadheading and if hanging baskets are 

looking tired apply a bit of a ‘Chelsea chop’ and feed them to revive the plants. 
Sweet peas need really regular deadheading to keep them flowering. 

 
Perennial geraniums, delphiniums, lupins and similar plants will also benefit from 

cutting back now, as well, to promote second flowering. Wisteria can be pruned 
now and penstemon should be cut back to just above a bud to get new flowers to 

form. Once your lavender has bloomed trim it to form a compact shape. Rambling 
roses and climbing roses which only flower once can also be cut back, unless they 

are a type which is grown as much for its berries as its flowers. 
 

Carnations and pinks can be layered now for propagation and seeds collected from 
favourite plants for next year. Hardy annual seeds can be sown in borders. If you 

have hydrangeas keep a close watch out for hydrangea scale, a little insect pest that 
can affect growth. 

 
Plant autumn flowering bulbs such as Colchicum and Nerine now for some lovely 
colour later in the year. 

 
In the vegetable plot apply a general purpose fertiliser and your lawn will probably 

appreciate a feed just now. Cut off leaves below the lowest fruit trusses on your 
tomato plants. This will help air circulate and also pinch out side shoots. Check the 

underside of brassica leaves for cabbage white butterfly eggs. Courgettes need 
harvesting before they become giant sized, but carrots and beetroot sown in the 

spring can be left in the ground until you are ready to use them. 
 

Harvest runner beans regularly so that they continue to produce a crop and don’t 
turn stringy. Feed peppers, aubergines and cucumbers with tomato food when you 

spot the fruit beginning to form. There’s still time to sow lettuces such as little gem 
along with crops like spinach and endive. 

 
Continue to use grey water as much as possible. Soft fruits such as blueberry, 

particularly like rainwater. If you have a pond now is a good time to clear out 
blanket weeds and algae. 
 

As gardeners we are always looking ahead - so now is the time to order catalogues 
for your 2023 spring bulbs! 

 
 

GARDENING TIPS 

You know you’re a gardener when everything you see becomes a planter. 

 
You can bury any number of headaches in a garden. 
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 For the club’s June meeting we had a talk on the History of 

the National Garden Scheme (NGS) by Julia Stafford Allen, 
who is the Norfolk County organiser, and who has recently 

become Vice President of the Norfolk & Norwich 
Horticultural Society (NNHS). The idea of visiting gardens is 

something that has occurred for hundreds of years, although 
in the early days the only gardens were Royal ones, such as Henry VIII’s garden at 

Hampton Court, and restricted to the likes of visiting ambassadors and invited 
VIPs. The only other gardens as such were at castles or grand houses, and these 

generally only existed because of Royal visits, such as at Kenilworth Castle where 
one was created by the Earl of Leicester just for a nine day visit of Elisabeth I in 

1575. The use of gardens grew and Charles I held banquets and masked balls in the 
gardens of St James’s Palace. 

The first botanical gardens were in Oxford, but again these weren’t open to the 
public, instead being for medical students only. That garden still exists, is now open 

to the public and contains over 5,000 plant species. However, many of the early 
grand gardens were lost during the English Civil War. 
The first ‘book of gardens’ was put together by Celia Fiennes during her travels 

around the UK, on horseback, between 1684 and 1712 where she visited many 
baroque and botanical gardens, by invitation of course. However, it was Lord 

Cobham of Stowe who issued the first actual garden guide book, of his garden at 
Stowe. This was sold at 5s a copy. The first mass-market gardening periodical, was 

Gardener’s Magazine which was first published in 1826. 
It wasn’t until 1847 the first public park was opened, having been designed by 

Joseph Paxton at Birkenhead. An account at the time said that visiting was an 
‘agreeable activity. Good for health, physical and mental’. 

 
In 1859 William Rathbone, a Liverpool philanthropist, who, having employed a 

woman to nurse his wife at home until her death, asked her to continue to deliver 
‘at home’ nursing care to the poor in the area. Having seen the positive results of 

this he worked with Florence Nightingale to help develop the service, and this led 
to a Liverpool nursing school being created in 1862 to train nurses to cover the 

districts of the city. District Nursing was born. The idea and practice of this quickly 
spread to other cities. In 1887 the Queen’s Nursing Institute (QNI) was founded to 
co-ordinate national stands for district nurses. This was done with a grant by 

Queen Victoria from the Women’s Jubilee Fund. 
In 1926, Elsie Wagg, a QNI council member, suggested having ‘open gardens’ as a 

way to raise funds, and so in 1927, 609 gardens were opened, charging 1s a head 
for adults. £8191 was raised (£450,000 in today’s money). 

 
And so The National Garden Scheme was founded… 

SHIPDHAM GARDEN CLUB 
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NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME 

The first garden to be opened in Norfolk was Sandringham. This was done with the 

agreement of King George’s V as his mother, Queen Alexandra, had been a patron 
of the charity from 1901 until her death in 1925. 

Sandringham is not open to the public as part of the scheme nowadays, but they 
still always send a donation. 

The scheme was organised into counties in 1931, with over 1000 gardens taking 
part nationally. The first guide book was printed the following year, in 1932. 

Most gardens closed, naturally, during the war years, although some stayed open, 
but were giving guidance on how to grow vegetables as part of the war effort, 

rather than flowers 
After the NHS was setup in 1948, the NGS continued to raise funds for the QNI 

but became independent of it in 1980. Since then it has donated to a range of 
nursing charities including Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie Curie and Parkinson’s 

UK. It also makes Community Grant Awards, where smaller groups can apply for 
funding towards, for instance, sheds or greenhouses, for their projects. 

Over £115,000 was raised in Norfolk in 2021, from over 70 gardens. Over half of 
these gardens allow dogs to visit, some sell plants and most do refreshments, 
including cake (well, Mary Berry is the current President). 

Having been intended as one-off fundraising event in 1927, the NGS has gone from 
strength to strength and has raised and donated over £50m to date. 

The “Yellow Books’ are printed at the beginning of each year and in 2021 there 
were over 3,700 gardens open nationally. Gardens can also be found on their app 

(NGS Find a Garden). 
This year they are inviting people to take part in The Great British Garden Party. 

The official dates are Saturday 16th to Sunday 24th July, but you can choose any day 
across the summer that is best for you. See ngs.org.uk/gardenparty/ for more 

information. 
 

Competitions  
Bloom of the Month: Won by Olann Ridewood with a Camellia bloom 

Unusual Bloom of the Month: Won by Audrey Griffiths 
1 stem Iris: Won by Audrey Griffiths 

1 stem Rose: Won by Sandra Harley 
1 vase of flowers: Won by Audrey Griffiths 
 

Our next event will be an illustrated talk by Dr Tony Leech on “Fungal Friends and 
Foes in the Garden” on Thursday, 1st September at 7.30pm in The W.I. Hall. 

In addition to the Bloom of the Month and Unusual Bloom of the Month, the mini 
show categories for September will be: 

 6 tomatoes – any size, calyx attached1 stem iris 
 3 fruit – any variety 

 3 fuchsia heads, arranged on a plate     Simon Smith 
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There are times when all your Christmases come at once and this is one of them. 

The Club has been saving up for a new shed for years and the day has arrived. A 
smaller, perfectly formed and gloriously waterproof shed is now in place. Those 

outside the Club may be surprised by our exceptional joy at its arrival. But it means 
that no committee meeting or AGM will ever debate ‘The Shed’ at least for another 

decade. 

We also succeeded in putting three large barrels of flowers in front of the 

Bradenham Village Hall filled with red, white and blue blooms to celebrate the 
Jubilee. We give our very grateful thanks to Tufts in Bradenham and Letton Road 

Nurseries for their help and support. They look great now and will continue to be 
cultivated throughout the year. We also manned a plant stall at the Bradenham 

Village fete. 4 large tables groaned under the weight of plants to suit every patch 
from oak trees to tiny succulents, but we sold the lot bar a few tomato plants. It was 

a sterling effort by the Club and will contribute to the upkeep of the hall and fund a 

speaker at the Club next year.  

Our third celebration was the hanging basket workshop.  A handsome group of Club 
members enjoyed an afternoon of planting up (plants grown by Club members) and 
tea and cake (likewise supplied). Thanks go to Katy and Simon Hillier for hosting the 

event. We will ask members to send in photos of any hanging basket made on the 
day or any other time to be judged at the garden party on 18th August  2.30pm at 

Rectory Cottage.  

After Covid, there was a feeling that it would be difficult to get up and running again. 

After these events we are not just running, but skipping into the future and you are 
welcome to join us at our up-coming events. We have our Mid-summer Show on 

21st July, 7.30pm at Bradenham Village Hall. This is an informal show, judged by 
members and visitors on the night rather than on RHS type criteria. Anyone can 

enter for the small fee of 20p per entry. The entries focus on sweet peas and roses, 
but also includes dahlias, annuals and perennials and seasonal fruit and veg. Get 

specific details from me at barpamsteward@gmail.com. It will be a fun evening with 

refreshments, so come and enter or just come and look and sup some tea. 

We are running another workshop on 15th September 7.30pm on how to take 

cuttings, so again it is open to all with a small fee for non-members.  

 

If you want to join a group of shed-happy people, 

we will see you soon….. 

Barbara Steward 

BRADENHAM HORTICULTURE & GARDEN CLUB 

 

mailto:barpamsteward@gmail.com
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Highlights from the Parish Council meeting on 13 June at the 
WI Hall.  Full minutes are available online once approved: 

Parish Council reports and updates noted from Chairman, 
District Councillors, County Councillor, Thomas Bullock 
Academy, Clerk, BPMC, etc, including reports relating to 
Platinum Jubilee in the village and beyond  

Confirmation of 2022 Parish accounts available for public view 
to July 22: contact the Clerk for more information 

Confirmation and approval to purchase land fronting 37-54 
Park Estate from Breckland District Council to ensure 
unfettered right of possession for the community for years 
to come 

Approval to move forward with the Mindful Towns initiative 
led by Cllr Wordley following brief BDC presentation 

Villages finances approved and agreed 
Comments on current planning applications, approvals, 

refusals and appeals, Parish policy reviews, state of grass 
verges and cutting policies for NNCC, current status of 
Shipdham Heritage Centre, memorials, tree works, street 
lighting, EV charging initiative on the Green, access to the 
OSPF now that building works are to commence, security 
and antisocial behaviour in cemetery, SNAP reports, new 
development in Shipdham: there is a lot going on at the 
moment in Shipdham!  

Next meeting planned for Monday 11 July 2022, 7:30pm in the 
WI Hall.  We look forward to seeing everyone who can 
make it! 

Welcome to the 
Shipdham Parish 

Council Notice 
Board.   

Contact Paul Hewett 
or Simon Smith for 
further information. 

Web site: www.shipdham.org   

Clerk: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com 

Parish Council meetings 
are normally at the WI 

Hall, on the 2nd Monday 
of each month. 15 

minutes in each meeting 
are for your questions – 

pop in and have your 
say: it would be lovely to 

see you!!  

Village Halls to hire at 
great rates!  

Bullock Park: Sarah 
Howlett 820047 

WI Hall: Marlene Secker 
820327 

Village correspondent: 
James Shelley 07854 

402025  

Your Parish Council – your call 
Contact the Clerk in first instance on any parish matter: June Smith - 01760 440953 

For other Councillors, contact details are:  

Carole Playford (Chair) – 07954 120345 or 822154 
Sam Shelley (Vice Chair) – 07711 362462     

Paul Hewett – 820354    Lynda Turner – 07500 818315 
Dale Wordley – 07432 097757 Simon Smith – 07885 113860   

Paul Holman – 07960 262969 

Got a Dog? Clean up after it. Really should not need to ask. 

Bonfires? Please be 

neighbourly and smoke free! 

http://www.shipdham.org
mailto:clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com
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TEXT 

 

Shipdham Village litter picks  

Thank you to everyone who continues to litter 
pick in the village – individuals and groups: 

we are really grateful! 

Do you need help or advice regarding a safeguarding 

concern or COVID-19?  

Call someone.  Anyone.  But do call. 

Shipdham helpline: 07731 843061       

Shipdham surgery: 820225 

Norfolk helpline: 0344 8008020  

The mobile food bus is calling at Shipdham 
on Wednesdays 

Every Wednesday 9.30-10.30 at Bullock Park:  Donated and discounted food and other 
essentials.  Just £3 to become a life-long member.  Come along and have a look, and 
become a member even if you don’t want to use the service:  your contribution helps 
it run for the benefit of others...    

Breckland and Parish 
elections take place next 
May: but are you on the 

electoral roll? 

Make sure you are on it, and 
eligible to vote, now.   

Why not apply for a postal 
vote whilst you are at it: it is 
the easiest way of voting in 

any future election. 

Please cut back your hedges! 

Especially if your hedges are overgrowing and 
covering footpaths, etc:  

Please be courteous to those around you! 

Thank you  

Marlene Secker: 
thank you for your 

service to the Parish 
Council over many 
years.  We will miss 
your straight talking, 

experience, and 
community insight.  

No disrespect, 
Marlene, the village 

owes you a huge debt 
for your many years 
of selfless service, 
good humour and 

insight.  Thank you!! 

Planning and development  
in Shipdham 

All planning applications  
can be viewed at 

www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 

look under Shipdham Parish to see 
those applications currently planned 

and approved in the village.   
For those  not currently approved, follow 

the link and have your say. 

WANT TO BE A PARISH 
COUNCILLOR? 

We have vacancies: talk to the Clerk 
or an existing Councillor for more 

details. 

http://www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch
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DIARY OF REGULAR EVENTS 

    2nd Wednesday of each month 

 

Thursday 

Spitfires   Bullock Park  Varies by age  

Contact: shipdhamspitfires@gmail.com 

Garden Club   WI Hall  7:30pm Simon 07885 113860  

& Hort. Soc.   1st Thursday of each month 

Shipdham Wives  3rd Thursday 7:30pm Audrey 821448 

 
Friday 

Charity Quiz   WI Hall  7:30pm Heather 820078 

    Last Friday (except August) 

 

Saturday 

Gymnastics   Bullock Park  9:30am  Abi 07526390776 

Dance Club   WI Hall (all ages) 9am—2pm 

 

 

As regular events get going again, please do let us have your details to add to this 

diary. Many thanks Theresa and Jill jillarnold06@gmail.com and 

trhewett@outlook.com 

Contact the editors to add your event to the Diary 


