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It feels strange to write this on the first day of Lent! It has 

been a lovely couple of days, enjoying soup and pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday and then beginning our Lenten journey this 

year with a service of Holy Communion. So, as I write this I 
am beginning to think about the next 40 days. Should I give 

something up, should I take something up? What should I 
do to help me prepare for Easter? It is nice to think that 

there is a reason for Lent, we aren’t just abstaining from 
chocolate to feel good about ourselves. No, we are taking 

time to evaluate and think about what has gone before and 
changes we need to make. We also think of others and try 

to find ways to give to others, and that could be our time, 
our skills or our money. And as we do all this thinking we 

remember what these days are preparing us for—to 
remind ourselves that Jesus is alive and to celebrate that. 

 
It is not just Lent that helps me prepare to celebrate Easter. As I write this I am 
looking at beautiful snowdrops. On the other side of the house there is a sea of 

yellow aconites and out the front purple crocuses greet me, and the hellebore is in 
full bloom. It is also still daylight passed 5pm and it is not so dark in the mornings. It 

seems that the world is waking up, new life is beginning. Even the noisy rooks 
building their nests remind me of new life. 

 
Whichever way you like to look at things, whether you are marking this season of 

Lent or watching the world wake up, please know that you are always welcome at 
All Saints’ in Shipdham and/or St Andrew’s in Bradenham, to find out more about 

why we hold this very special season so dear, and why we find it helpful to spend 
time getting ready for Easter. Details of our services for the month can be found 

over the page. You are all, always welcome. 
 

God bless, Laura x 

A LINE FROM LAURA 

 
 
 

 
 
Pop in to All Saints’ Church on a Wednesday 

morning, from 9am to 11.30am, where you will 
find a warm welcome and a hot drink. 

 

Wednesday Warm Space  

and Warm Welcome 
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MARCH CHURCH SERVICES 

There is a celebration of Holy Communion every Wednesday morning  

at 11.30 am at All Saints’ Church, Shipdham.  
 

Sunday 5th March 
9.30 am Café Church      All Saints’ Shipdham 

9:30 am BCP Holy Communion     StAndrew’s Bradenham 
   

Sunday 12th March  
9:30 am Café Church      Bradenham Village Hall 

11:15 am  Holy Communion     All Saints’ Shipdham 
 

Sunday 19th March—Mothering Sunday  
9.30 am Choral Matins     StAndrew’s Bradenham  

11:15 am Morning Praise     All Saints’ Shipdham 
 

Sunday 26th March 
9:30 am BCP Holy Communion    StAndrew’s Bradenham 
11:15 am Parish Communion     All Saints’ Shipdham 

 
 

Everyone is welcome to every service. 
 

The church is open during daylight hours every day  

for quiet prayer and reflection.  

 

 

We will be praying in March for all those who live in: 

Shipdham: Fen Folgate, Mill Close, Cushing Close, Old Post Office Road, 

Watton Road, Little Hale Road, High Street 

Bradenham: Church Lane, West End, Haggard Road 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for, please 

contact Revd Doreen Fotherby 
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All Saints’ Tower Floodlighting 

All Saints' Church tower floodlighting is sponsored in March 

by Sally Watters— 

 In loving memory of my husband, Brian. 

 Forever missed by all the family. 

 

 

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting at All Saints’ Church for a particular 

month to commemorate a special person or event, please contact Theresa Hewett 

on trhewett@outlook.com or by telephone to 01362 820354. The suggested 

donation is £35 per month. April, May, June, July and August are all available at 

present. 

CHURCH NOTICES 

Café Saints Coffee Morning 

All Saints’ Church 

 

10am—11:30am First Thursdays  

2nd March and 6th April 2023 

All Welcome 

 

The Book of Remembrance is open every day. If you would like to have an 
entry in the Book in memory of a loved one please contact Theresa Hewett by 
email to trhewett@outlook.com or call me on 01362 820354. 
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OSTEOPATHIC  
TREATMENT  
GOsC Registered Osteopath 

Practising at: Willow Farm,  

Dereham Road, Garvestone. 

Weekend & evening  

appointments available. 

Spinal Pain | Sciatica 

Headaches | Muscle Strains 

Ligament Sprains | Sports Injuries 

Chronic Conditions 

Problems relating to Pregnancy 

Babies to the Elderly treated 

Animals also treated 

For more information, 

Or to book an appointment, contact 

Caroline De Wilde BSc (Hons) Ost. 

Tel: 01362 858530 

Shipdham News Advertising Rates  
1/8 page £100 p.a. 

1/4 page £150 p.a. 

1/2 page £200 p.a. 

Full page £350 p.a. 

Ten editions printed each year.  

Email trhewett@outlook.com for details  
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Charity Quiz 
Friday 31st March 2023 

The Shipdham Charity Quizzes are held on the last Friday of each month (except 
December and August) in the WI Hall at 7:30pm. We encourage you to bring your 

own drinks and nibbles. Tea and coffee are provided during the Break. 
To book a table please contact Heather Crowdy on 820078. 

VILLAGE NOTICES 

 

BEETLE DRIVE 

 
AT SHIPDHAM WI HALL 

FRIDAY 10TH MARCH 2023 
7.00pm for 7.30pm START 

£7.50 

INCLUDING  

BANGERS (VEG OPTION by PRIOR REQUEST), MASH & ONION GRAVY 

BRING YOUR OWN DRINK 

COFFEE MORNING 
WI HALL 

10am—12noon Tuesday 7th March 
2023 

Tea, Coffee, Cake,  

Knitting Sale Stall, Cake Stall, Book Stall 

Raffle 

All Welcome 
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SHIPDHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR  

Our choir was founded nine years ago in response to a village survey. Our choir is 

friendly, welcoming and very inclusive. If you think you would enjoy a sociable 
evening of singing and companionship, come along to a meeting and see what we 

do. Our repertoire is very varied and we sing a range of lighter and seasonal music. 
There are no auditions and you do not need to be able to read music. The social 

and supportive aspects of our meetings are very important. We recently held our 
very successful ‘comeback concert’ after Covid in All Saints’ Church. 

 
If you would like more information please feel free to phone Bill on 01362 861269 

or Jo on 01362 821285. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year at Easter our Church is filled with beautiful lilies in memory of our 

loved and lost, skilfully arranged by David Lister and his wonderful team of flower 

arrangers. 

If you would like to reserve some lilies for your loved one, please drop £3.00 per 

stalk and the name of your remembered loved one(s) to Rev Doreen Fotherby at 

6 Pound Green Lane by 31st March. 

‘—- to be a voice among voices is 

precious. 
Human beings love to sing together.’ 

Libby Purves. 

The choir meets in St. Thomas’ Chapel, All Saints’ Church 

on alternate Tuesday evenings 7.30 - 9.30pm.  
Dates for March are: 

    7th March 
    21st March 
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LENT 2023 

  GIVE UP... AND TAKE UP...  

IDEAS FOR LENT 

 Asking for more  Gratefulness 

 Worrying  Peace 

 Screens  A hobby 

 Making excuses  Honesty 

 Teasing  Complimenting 

 Ignoring  Listening 

 Negative self 

talk 

 Positive 

thinking 
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FASTING DURING LENT 

The whole of the month of March 2023 falls in the Lent period. Lent is a 40 day 

period of preparation for the Crucifixion and the Resurrection celebrated at Easter 
marked by Christians of many denominations across the world. The traditions of 

fasting and abstinence are centuries old. During Lent some Catholics eat one meal 
plus two smaller meals every day for the fast, and some abstain from eating meat 

on Fridays (the day of the Crucifixion). This is how the tradition of eating fish on 
Fridays came about. Many people take up an act of charity or piety in the place of 

abstaining. The Pope suggests these ways to fast in today’s world: 



11 

 

 

The Group decided to donate to the charity Harry’s Progress. Harry’s Mum, 

Claire, came to our Wednesday meeting and gave her permission for me to write 
this piece. 

 
Harry’s Grandparents and family lived in the village for a number of years. Harry’s 

Mum, Claire, came to tell us about Harry and his ongoing needs. Harry has cerebral 
palsy with other disabilities. He requires exercises three times a day every day to 

keep his muscles relaxed and help with limb control.  
 

In March Harry is having another needed operation to help with his quality of life. 
A place has now been secured for Harry at a special needs school and he will be 

going there daily in the near future, so he can progress. Harry’s family raise money 
for treatments and travelling. Shipdham Knitters presented Claire with a cheque for 

£200. You can find out more on Harry’s progress on social media. 
 

On Tuesday 7th March from 10am till 12noon at the WI Hall we will be holding a 
Coffee Morning. As usual there will be tea, coffee, cakes, a knitting stall, books 
and also a raffle. Please come along and enjoy the morning chatting with friends. 

You will be most welcome. All money raised will go to charity. 
 

We would like to thank Julie and Jessica for taking the premature baby hats we knit 
to the hospitals for us. We appreciate it, thank you. 

 
Meetings in March will be as follows: 

 
Tuesday 7th March WI Hall    Coffee Morning 10am – 12noon 

       Knitting Meeting 1pm – 3pm 
 

Wednesday 8th March All Saints’ Church 1pm – 3pm 
 

For further information, please contact Kathy on 820615  
or Marlene on 820327. 

 
Kathy Newton 
Chair 
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The iris is a genus of over 300 showy plants growing from rhizomes or bulbs. 

Depending on the type they bloom at different times of the year including some 
bulbous ones which will be in bloom now in early spring. They come in a variety of 

colours but are mainly seen in white, yellow and blue. 
 

Their historical references go back for thousands of years. The Ancient Egyptians 
appear to have liked irises as a number have been found depicted on the walls of 

their buildings. The iris may have been brought from Syria to Egypt by the Pharoah 
Thutmosis 111 who lived from 1501-1447B.C. The Ancient Egyptians regarded it as 

a symbol of eloquence. 
 

The name seems to come from the Ancient Greeks who had a goddess known as 
Iris who was a messenger of the gods. She was also seen by the Ancient Greeks as 

a link between heaven and earth as the Greeks believed she was personified as a 
rainbow. They would place purple irises on the graves of women to summon the 

goddess to assist the dead on their journey to heaven. 
 
The fleur-de-lys (a stylised iris) used by the French as a national symbol seems to 

have occurred during the Middle Ages when it was paired with royalty. Although 
no longer used on the French flag it is still shown on the French coat of arms. The 

symbol was adopted centuries ago for marking the North on compasses and maps 
and is still often used in this way. Other names for the plant are fleur-de-luce, 

named for the French King Louis V11 and fleur-de-lis. In this country the iris was 
also often called by the variations just mentioned until they fell out of use during 

the eighteenth century. 
 

FAVOURITE FLOWER .. 

 

 



13 

.. IRIS 

The iris has many uses besides as a decorative plant. It has been used by perfumiers 

and by herbalists to treat lung disorders and coughs. Iris essential oil is sometimes 
used in aromatherapy. Yellow iris (I. Pseudacorus) can also help with water 

purification as, if planted correctly, it can consume pollutants such as those from 
agricultural runoff. 

It is associated with many different meanings in different cultures including faith, 
hope and wisdom. The yellow iris can indicate admiration, passion or courage. As a 

symbol in Christianity the iris’s sharp swordlike leaves represent Our Lady of 
Sorrows. 

In China there is a belief that I. anguifuga stops snakes from entering the garden in 
winter as it grows throughout this season and becomes dormant in the spring 

allowing snakes to re-enter. In the autumn it returns barring the snakes from 
entering the garden once more. 

Irises are found in abundance in temperate Northern Hemisphere zones including 
Europe, Asia and North America. It is extensively cultivated both in domestic 

gardens and in botanical gardens. In New Jersey the Presby Memorial Iris Gardens 
has over 10,000 plants. Irises, particularly the bearded varieties feature worldwide 
in shows such as the Chelsea Flower Show which usually has a large iris section. 

The Iris 

 
In the crisp spring air, —- 

even as winter snow remained, 
verdant shoots pushed upward 

through the warming earth. 
 

Small reaching fronds 
—-rewarded us — 

with a flashing array of color bright, 
a king’s hued flower. 

 
Roger A. Rose. 

It was one of those March days when the sun 

shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it is 

summer in the light, and winter in the shade. 

       Great Expectations, Charles Dickins 
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H. BRETT & SON 

Monumental Masons - 

Craftsmen in Stone 

Traditional Memorials,  

Period Fireplaces, 

Worktops, Vanities, House Names 

Marble, Stone, Slate, Granite 

Call for our Brochure or  

Visit our SHOWROOM and  

WORKSHOPS 

Home Visits can be arranged 

75 Norwich Road, Watton, IP25 6DH 

Email: hbrettandson@btconnect.com 

www.hbrettandson.co.uk 

Telephone: 01953 881501 

Shipdham News Articles  

Please send your articles to the 

Editors, Jill and Theresa 

jillarnold06@gmail.com 

trhewett@outlook.com 
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VILLAGE FORUM 

Do come along to our next 

 

Village Forum 
 

Friday 17th March 2023 
7-9 pm 

WI Hall 
 

Breckland Council is reviewing its Local Plan for growth and development for the 
next 25 years and beyond. 

The Council has completed its Call for Sites consultation, which is the way for 
landowners, developers, individuals, parish and town councils and other interested 

parties to suggest sites for development, or for protection as Local Green Space. 
If you are keen to know more, or which sites are included that might affect 

Shipdham, your District Cllrs Paul Hewett and Lynda Turner will try to answer 
your questions! 

Should you have any other questions relating to services provided by Breckland 

Council, Paul and Lynda will do their best to answer them – prior notice would be 
useful, so that we have the right information to hand. 

Light refreshments! 
Further information about the Local Plan and its progress can be found at  

https://brecklandlocalplan.commonplace.is 
Cllr Paul Hewett paul.hewett@breckland.gov.uk  

Cllr Lynda Turner lynda.turner@breckland.gov.uk 

Latest news from Breckland  - WEEE Collections 

 
From Monday 27 February, BDC will be gradually rolling out small electrical items 

collections as part of your rubbish and recycling collection. The Bin crews will 
place a hanger on your bin the week before collections start in your area, advising 

you what can be recycled and how, ready for collections to start the following 
week. 

To find out where collections are taking place please check 
out Breckland’s bin collection service announcement 

page. 
 

Please note items like old laptops should be cleared of 
your personal data by using "factory reset".   

mailto:paul.hewett@breckland.gov.uk
mailto:lynda.turner@breckland.gov.uk
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/rubbish/service-announcements
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/rubbish/service-announcements
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Part of Dereham’s Coronation Celebrations 

The plan is to create our own version of the Chelsea Flower Show in the Ellenor 

Fenn Garden and surrounding area in Dereham to mark the Coronation. 
The display will have textile hangings depicting the individual gardens at the show 

plus 3D displays of plants and flowers in the garden with the real planting.  We are 
asking groups, businesses and individuals to join us in producing work for the event 

and we will present engraved Cups to the best entries. 
You are free to design your own hanging (any size from A4 to 4’ x 6’) or 3D plant 

(no size restrictions). 

 
These pictures show the fence we will be using, it runs the entire length of the left 
hand side of the garden.  The pictures on the fence are textiles using the theme 

‘Water’ from last year's display.  Textiles do well in outside displays like this, the 
only problem can be if you have printed on the fabric when certain colours can fade 

or run.   
 

This was a textile Nativity Scene, created by about a 
dozen different people,  made for our Christmas 

decorations in Ellenor Fenn Garden.  It shows some 
of the effects you can get very simply with just 

scraps of wool and a bit of imagination. Applique, 
sewing, patchwork etc., all work really well as do any 

forms of knitting, crochet, weaving etc., with yarn.   
We have  items that have been displayed for several 

years and look good as new after a wash. 

CHELSEA FLOWER  
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The following picture gives examples of yarn flowers and fabric used in different 

ways.  Patterns for many flowers will be on our facebook group, together with how 
to videos for various projects.   (Facebook group  ‘Chelsea Flower Show - Part of 

Dereham’s Coronation Celebrations’). The final 
picture is a work in progress.  This is hessian 

fabric which has crochet flowers stitched onto it 
and leaves embroidered around them.  The 

bottom corner has been stitched on already 
whilst we play with some of the flowers.  Fabric 

pieces can be appliqued onto backgrounds  for 
grass or buildings etc., The flowers will then add 

extra dimensions to the work. You can also make 
a patchwork picture of a garden or focus on one 

plant or flower. Old sheets make good 
backgrounds to work on. We suggest sewing two 

layers together to give you a firmer base for your picture. Hessian is also good, hem 
the raw edges to prevent fraying and strengthen the picture. 
 

Please email us at Derehamcommunitycrafters@mail.com with any questions or call 
us on 07368 394499.   We would love to have as many groups and individuals as 

possible taking part in the event to make it something special.   All ages and abilities 
are welcome.  The display will remain in place throughout the summer and your 

work will be returned to you later in the year. 
 

Scan the QR code for more details and link to Facebook page.   You can join the 
Chelsea Flower Show - Part of Dereham’s Coronation Celebrations where you will 

find videos and patterns plus tips to help you, you can also chat to others taking part 
in the project and ask for help. 

SHOW 

 

mailto:Derehamcommunitycrafters@mail.com
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WILDLIFE TO SEE  

Traditionally March is windy and it wouldn’t be March either without sitings of 

hares boxing and racing around our fields. This is all part of their mating rituals! 
 

As the sap rises our hedgerows start to leaf up and many trees will be showing 
buds and new growth. The blackthorn (Prunus spiosa), which is common in many 

Norfolk hedgerows, blooms before the leaves appear. In the autumn, black berries 
or sloes appear. Some people gather these to make sloe gin. Blackthorn is related 

to plums and apricots. In bygone centuries witches were believed to prick victims 
with the sharp thorns of this plant. Devotees of Harry Potter will recall the part 

played in the books by the blackthorn wand. 
 

The breeding season for birds is now in full swing and some migrant species such 
as chiffchaffs, sand martins, wheatears and sandwich terns will return now. If you 

are lucky you might see goshawks, quite a rare bird, performing their aerial displays 
over the conifer plantations. Butterflies such as the red admirals and brimstones 

will be emerging now. 
 
Along sandy coastal areas, heaths and salt marshes look out for the protected 

natterjack toad. They breed in shallow pools of water. Their emergence depends 
on weather conditions so they appear as early as March or as late as June. 

 
As well as natterjack the commoner types of frogs and toads will be mating in 

ponds. Their croaking can be quite noisy! Adders - remember they are poisonous - 
will now start to emerge - first the males, followed a few days later by the females. 

They are identified by the dark zigzag marking down their back and should not be 
approached. The females give birth to up to twenty progeny. 

 
Also courting and breeding now are otters. 
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IN MARCH  

And now - some good news for the Brecks—Re-wiggling rivers! During the 19th 

century many rivers in Breckland and elsewhere in Britain were straightened and 
deepened to turn marshland into pasture for grazing, agricultural land or land for 

housing. 
 

Previously the rivers meandered through the countryside in a snakelike manner 
which released water slowly and provided habitats for birds and other species. The 

water courses also changed in depth along the passage of the rivers affecting water 
flow. Today the water whisks along much more rapidly increasing flood risk and 

diminishing wildlife habitats. The Little Ouse in Breckland is one of many such rivers 
that have been disconnected from their flood planes and deprived of their marshy 

borders in this way. This has also led to a diminution in species such as trout and 
lamprey and the vegetation needed by species such as els and crayfish is much more 

scarce. 
 

Water quality has been adversely affected by phosphates and nitrates washed into 
them from the fields. These stimulate the growth of algae which deprives the water 
of oxygen needed by the wildlife. The swift passage of the water has also reduced 

the amount of water held in aquifers used by farmers. This resource is already 
adversely affected by climate change. 

 
Breckland Farmers Wildlife Network, a group of landowners, has obtained funding 

to ‘rewiggling’ the Little Ouse and several other Breckland rivers to help them 
reconnect with their original flood planes. 26 landowners will be involved in this 

pilot scheme. In addition to rewiggling 34 miles of river a network of field margins, 
heaths and meadows will be created as wildlife corridors. 

 

Photo 

from The 

Times 
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Shipdham Parochial Fuel Allotment Charity 

Application Form for Assistance 

The Charity is for residents of the village who find themselves in need of financial 
assistance.  Deadlines for applications: 1st March, 1st June, 1st October. 

Name     ____________ Age             

Address                                                                                   

Post Code    ______ Tel. No:     

Email if applicable                                  _______                                    

 

Reason for application – Please continue on back of form if necessary. (You may 
enclose any supporting evidence if you wish)  

            
            
      __________________________________ 

Please tick grant option: Receive by cheque Receive by bank transfer   

If you wish your grant to be paid directly into your account, please provide your bank 
details below (please note all applications will be destroyed in accordance with GDPR 
once approved at the meeting and payment made). 

Bank…………………………………… Account Name…………………………………….. 

Sort Code …………………………..  Account Number ………………………………….. 

 

I certify that the information given on this form is correct to the best of my   
knowledge. 

Signed:       Date:    

THE ABOVE INFORMATION WILL BE TREATED CONFIDENTIALLY  

Please return the completed form to one of the Trustees or Clerk. 

Trustees 

Lynda Turner (Chair): 7 Regal Court, Watton 

Sue Dewing: High Bid. Bradenham Road. Shipdham Tel: 820324 

John Larwood 

Steve Parfitt: 3 Townsend Place. Shipdham. Tel: 820439 

Carole Playford: Marlowe House, The Green, Shipdham 822154 

Rev Laura Purnell: The Rectory, Shipdham 

Clerk: June Smith. 10 The Green, Ashill IP25 7AT 01760 440953 
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SHIPDHAM WIVES 

As mentioned in the January Shipdham News we had the Norfolk Blood Bikes who 

gave a very interesting talk. 
 

They are unsung heroes. In 2011 something needed to be done to get blood to the 
hospitals in Norwich. So the Blood Bikes started out with 5 volunteers and 2 

second hand police bikes, working 365 days, 24 hours, in all weathers. They now 
have 12 bikes and 4 cars carrying blood to the Air Ambulance, Norfolk and 

Norwich, Queen Elizabeth, King’s Lynn hospitals and, just over the border, to 
James Paget in Suffolk. 

 
During the covid pandemic the Blood Bikers transported approximately 3,500 

million samples in just the Norfolk area. Thank you - the unseen emergency 
service! 

 
This February meeting, Kath Denton gave a very entertaining talk on what you 

could do with a nun’s outfit. 
 
When Kathy owned Dereham Theatre Company she would have theatre directors 

asking for 6 or 12 medical women’s outfits or other costumes - ok, no problem. 
We have nun’s costumes - we can transform these. Take off the white collar, 

remove the black tabard, put a girdle round the waist and a snood with a circular 
headband and Hey Presto! you have a medieval lady. Kathy went on to describe 

how she changed the nun’s dress into a vicar, using a white overdress, then a choir 
boy, a Halloween outfit, then a wizard. A green sleeveless coat turned it into Henry 

Tudor. 
 

Tabards of various colours, gloves and hats produced a devil, Chinese mandarin, 
Chinese lady, a soldier and finally Father Christmas with a red and gold tablecloth 

secured at the shoulders and a holly wreath headdress. 
 

We lost count of how many costume changes could be made with just a nun’s 
habit, had lots of laughs and had a very enjoyable evening. 

 
Our next meeting in March is our annual dinner. 

Audrey Griffiths 

Chair, Shipdham Wives.  

Ladies, come and join our friendly group - you will be made most welcome. We 

have some very interesting talks and demonstrations. 
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Just a few miles away from us in Breckland are the Broads—about 125 miles of 

inland waterways, teeming with wildlife and astoundingly beautiful. 
 

These waterways were thought, until a few decades ago, to be a natural formation, 
but research in the 1950s and 1960s revealed that the area was once intensively 

dug for peat and as the centuries progressed water began encroaching into the area 
eventually flooding the peat diggings. 

 
Peat and clay may have been dug out during the Anglo-Saxon period, but it was 

extracted in much greater quantities during the Middle Ages. Monasteries began 
extracting the peat to sell to Great Yarmouth and Norwich Cathedral as fuel. The 

name given to (legal) peat extraction is ‘turbary’. Norwich Cathedral alone used 
320,000 tonnes of peat a year. 

Eventually sea levels rose and the pits bordering the rivers in this area began to 
flood. But also during this time water transport became very important to the area 

as the peat could easily be transported to Norwich, Yarmouth and other 
destinations, by river, in boats known as wherries. As well as peat, the wherries 

transported other goods such as wool and agricultural produce. There are seven 
rivers which run through the Broads and provided navigable waterways for the 

wherries. In addition there are 63 broads most of which are less than 4 metres 
deep. 

THE NORFOLK  
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BROADS 

A Note on Magazine Articles 

We are delighted to receive articles from Shipdham groups which help keep residents in touch. 

Please email articles to jillarnold06@gmail.com and trhewett@outlook.com You will receive a 

reply. The deadline is the 18th of each month. Please be aware of GDPR regulations and keep 

your report to either half a page (approx. 200 words) or a full page (approx. 400 words). Please 

keep it a little shorter if you have a picture you would like to include with it. If you need more 

space for a particular article, contact one of the Editors. We reserve the right to alter articles and 

would like to draw to your attention that we are not responsible for the content of articles.  

In attempts to hold back the flooding dykes were constructed and wind pumps 

built, but they were unable to hold back the encroaching water, finally leading to 
the creation of the Broads landscape we know today with its marshlands, wet 

woodlands and extensive reed beds - a haven for many types of wildlife and a 
wonderful leisure destination. 

 
The waterways continued to be used for carrying goods to the coast. Eventually 

much larger wherries succeeded the small medieval type and these could carry 
greater cargoes along the waterways which were transferred to boats which could 

transport them by sea along the coasts to many other destinations. At some of 
these the goods were loaded into ships for distribution worldwide. The wherries 

would make the return journey carrying other goods back such as coal. 
 

The wherries continued to transport goods into the 19th century when they were 
finally superseded by the railways. The decline of the wherries led to the advent of 

tourism to the Broads with many visitors arriving by train! 
 
Small yachts to explore the Broads were available from 1878 and the tourist 

business exploded. At its peak the boat hire business was serviced by about 2,500 
vessels. Now there are about 800 vessels available for hire. 

 
The Broads were designated as an area 

given the same level of protection as a 
national park in 1988 in the Norfolk and 

Suffolk Broads Act. In fact, most broads are 
in Norfolk. The Broads Authority began 

operating in 1989. At the beginning of 2015 
the area became known as the Broads 

National Park. The first two duties of the 
Broads Authority are promoting 

conservation in the Broads and public 
enjoyment of this wonderful environment. 
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PONDER’S GARAGE 
MOT TESTING 

PETROL, DIESEL & CATALYSTS 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

CAR ALARMS & IMMOBILISERS 

MOBILE PHONE HANDSFREE KITS 

FITTED 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

Tel: 01362 820238 

JOE SISTO 
TV, Video, DVD and Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

Experienced Carer/Personal Assistant 
from your local area 

Be independent at home. Fully insured. 
30 years experience. References available. 

All aspects of care undertaken. 

Also experienced in helping and supporting the  
terminally ill, which includes Cancer care 

Qualified to resuscitate. Private, Non-Agency,  
One to one care. Trustworthy and reliable.  

Dementia & Alzheimer's experienced. 

Call Gilly - 01362 820083 Mobile: 07827 620208 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 

• Qualified Engineer 

• Over 30 Years  

Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 

• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs,  

Installations &  

Tuning Services 

Telephone: 01760 722168  

Mobile: 07785 746682 
White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp. Rectory) 

THANK YOU  

FOR SUPPORTING  

OUR ADVERTISERS 
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ALL SAINTS’ BELLRINGERS 

 

 
 

 
 

Dereham Walkers are Welcome is a not for profit organisation 

Please come and join us for a walk in the local area. 
Our short walk of around four miles is always on the first Friday of 

the month. 
 

There is a programme of longer walks planned for 2023 as well as trialling walks of 
just two miles for those just 

beginning their walking 
experience.  

 
For up-to-date information, 

please check our website 
http://

www.derehamwaw.org.uk/, 
email Ken Hawkins: ken-

hawkins@tiscali.co.uk 
or call him on 07505 426750. 

 

Thank you to everyone 

who helped us reach our 

target to buy new bell 

ropes. These have been 

ordered and should 

arrive by the end of 

March. 

 

Bell Ringing Practice  

Wednesdays  7pm—9pm 

All Saints’ Tower 

Contact Sally Watters 

07548 264385 

DEREHAM WALKERS ARE WELCOME 
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FOOT HEALTH 

PRACTITIONER 

Alison Pothecary 
(DIP MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Foot care in the comfort of  

your own home 

Nails trimmed,  

Diabetic Foot Care & advice, Fungal 

& Thick Nail treatment, Verrucas, 

Ingrowing Nails,  

Corn/Callus Removal 

01953 884386 

07810 662380 

 

 

Private Residential and 

Retirement Home 
Proprietors: Healthcare Homes 

Manager: Kayleigh Emsley 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

THETFORD, NORFOLK IP25 7LB 

Telephone: (01362) 820939 

 

Shipdham Community 

Hub 
 

The Hub has the following to hire: 
marquees, tables (both long and 

round), chairs and crockery. All items 
will be delivered and collected when 

you have finished with them. Marquees 
will be erected and taken down. Hire 

charge is £60.00.   
 

Bookings are welcome any time.  

 
For further information please contact 

Ray on 01362 820065 or Sue on 
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The old School Logs which are held at the Norfolk Record Office are a fascinating 

read.  We photographed them all a few years ago and hope that you may be 

interested in some of the selected entries from 1883, 140 years ago: 

Jan. 8th School re-assembled after Xmas holidays.  Attendance small this 

week especially in 1st class.  Rev. Watt took class in Scripture on 

Monday am.  Helen Bowman readmitted from Gayton – passed two 

standards in one yr. 

Jan. 15th Standard I commenced reading ‘Story of a Cat’ 

Jan. 22nd Several absentees from sickness.  4 children left. 

Feb. 5th Average reduced by small attendance on Friday – several children 

ill. 

Feb. 19th Several children away ill – 7 from 1st class.  Thurs. am Anna 

Symonds of 6th class died from croup, was at school quite well on 

Monday.  Standard II disorderly. 

Feb. 26th Attendance better in 1st class but still many children ill with sore-

throat and chicken-pox.  Wednesday Attendance Officer called – 

received list of absentees. 

HISTORY SOCIETY—SHIPDHAM SCHOOL 
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SCHOOL LOG  

Mar 5th Weather very stormy – heavy falls of snow.  Attendance suffered 

in consequence.  Average 20 less than last week.  Rev. Watt 

attended for Scripture lesson every morning except Monday. 

Mar 12th Attendance Officer called.  Reported cases of Typhoid Fever. 

Mar 19th Attendance small on Thursday owing to Norwich Fair and 

Dereham Mkt.  Holiday on Good Friday. 

Mar 26th Bank Holiday.  No school in afternoon. 

April 2nd Rev. G.D.D. Watt attended for Scripture lesson to Stand I, 

overlooked marking of Registers.  Attendance much improved 

from last week 139 to 160 average. 

April 9th Two boys admitted from Mrs. Guyton’s and Mrs. Rivett’s private 

schools to 6th and 7th classes. 

April 23rd Children very talkative in school – cane not having been used for 

some time – the following boys had stripes on Thursday am: six in 

Standard 2, two in Standard 3 and one in Standard 4. 

April 30th Attendance suffered because of rain on Monday.  Friday 

attendance bad in 1st Class, 16 present out of 33. 

May 7th Thursday am.  Rev. Watt counted children after registers were 

marked – found numbers agree – 168 present. [G.D.D. Watt 

signed] 

May 21st School re-assembled after Whitsun Holidays.  Average slightly 

improved but all in 1st class very bad on Friday.  15 present out of 

30. 

May 28th Permission received from Dr. Milne to admit children ‘Cross’ after 

fever.  Wednesday, Stephen Dix came to school full of measles.  

Masters sent him to doctor’s surgery – ordered to stay at home – 

other cases reported.  Thursday.  Agricultural Show at Fakenham 

– a few absent. 

 

 



29 

ENTRIES 1883 

June 25th Holiday – Fair on play-ground in front of school for two days. 

July 2nd Monday.  Primitive Methodist Sunday School Feast.  Many children 

absent all day especially from lower classes. 

July 9th The Rev. G. C. Bailey, Official Trustee and correspondent, died on 

Saturday morning.  Wednesday.  Excursion of Juvenile Templars 

to Castleacre caused small attendance in morning.  Interment of 

remains of the Rev. G. C. Bailey – Teachers attended – no school 

in afternoon. 

July 16th Captain Bailey R.N. and Rev. C.H. Hicks a former curate called.  

Children forming the choir of the Congregational Chapel went on 

an excursion to Scoulton – Their Sunday School Feast fixed for 

same day as examination. Master spoke to Minister and 

Superintendent to alter date. 

Aug 6th Monday. Bank Holiday.  School opened in morning but closed 

before 10 as only 20 children attended.  Temperance gala in 

village. 

Aug 13th Tuesday.  Attendance Officer called, took a few names of 

absentees to be cautioned.  Thursday.  Harvest operations 

commenced.  School dismissed for Vacation. 

-oo00oo- 

The selected log entries tell us much about education and the social conditions of 

the day.  Weather was critical affecting attendance, as were the serious predations 

of various childhood illnesses as well as the life-threatening typhoid fever which the 

Shipdham Cross family suffered. 

 

Beanie Brown, Sue Dewing & Marlene Secker, 

(shipdhamhistorygroup@gmail.com) 

Shipdham History Group 
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February was a mix of mildish weather with some cold days and yet more overnight 

frosts. Despite these inclement periods our plants are busy pushing up new leaves; 
hellebores are in bloom, many crocuses are now over and this month will see plenty 

of daffodils. 
March is traditionally blustery so watch out for tall growing perennials which could 

need some extra support in a few weeks time. 
Once your daffodils are over deadhead them, but let the leaves die down naturally 

to produce nutrients for next year’s display. 
Despite the sometimes very inclement weather weeds always seem to thrive at this 

time of year so keep your hoe handy. If the weather is wet slugs also proliferate. 
Considering their diminutive size they seem to have enormous appetites and are 

particularly fond of garden favourites such as lupins, hostas and delphiniums, so try 
to protect new spring growth from them. Encourage frogs as they love chomping on 

slugs and thrushes also like slugs. Also watch out for aphids in mild spells. 
The breeding season for birds is now in full swing so continue feeding your garden 

birds and providing fresh water. 
Start planting summer bulbs such as freesia, crocosmia and gladioli now and plant 
dahlia tubers in pots. Keep them under cover ready to plant out when the frosts are 

over. 
Tidy up hellebores by cutting off black and dead leaves and deadhead hydrangeas 

which can also be cut back if they need it at this time. Dogwood, buddleia and roses 
can all also benefit from pruning now. 

If you had potted bulbs which have gone over they can now be planted in the 
borders. 

Start preparing the vegetable patch now and you can begin sowing hardier vegetables 
outside. Shallots and onions can be planted out now. Carrot root fly can be a real 

pest so try sowing carrots under fleece or cloches. 
Give your tubs and borders a spring boost with fresh compost. 

Scrub out your watering cans in preparation for the new season with hot soapy 
water to stop fungal diseases and make sure your lawn mower is in good working 

order for the new season. 
 

 
 

 

GARDENING TIPS 

The month of March 

Has just blown in, 
To say that Spring 

Will soon begin. 
 

Liz Mancuso 
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On the grounds of The Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy, Pound 

Green Lane, Shipdham, IP25 7LF 

Do you fancy taking up a new sport, whether on a social level where you can meet 

new friends and decide to play at a level you want to play and how often or 

competitively? 

Then book yourselves in for our free outdoor bowls trial on our Open Day 

22nd April 23 at 1.30pm 

FREE use of equipment and members on hand to offer coaching on our superb 6 

rink bowling green.  We also have a small club house where refreshments are 

available too. 

Please contact Kirsty on 07985 691071 or email kirstykeeleyclubs@gmail.com  

to book your place or to find out any further information. 

Our new season (May to August) is fast approaching and we are looking forward to 

meeting you. 

Members must be 14 years and above (u18’s will 

require adult supervision).   A membership fee 

will be required if you decide to join. 

Full details of dates and polling stations will be published shortly, but in the 

meantime:  
  

 Being registered to vote helps your credit rating   
 Having a postal vote is the quickest easiest way to vote: saves time, money 

and travel and is the most convenient  
 If you attend a polling station in person, you 

will now be required to provide identifying 
photographic evidence before you can vote – 

a list will be published but will include 
passport, driving licence or bus pass  

 Register now to vote or to opt for a postal  
 or proxy vote, at Breckland.gov.uk or call 01362 

 656870  

 

Breckland Town, Parish and District Elections take place in May 2023  

SHIPDHAM OUTDOOR BOWLS CLUB 

mailto:kirstykeeleyclubs@gmail.com
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DIARY OF  

2nd  Wed. each month 

Shipdham Spouts    Bullock Park  

Bell Ringing Practice   All Saints’ Church Tower 

 

           Thursday 

Spitfires     Bullock Park   

Garden Club  & Hort. Club  WI Hall 1st Thursday each month 

Shipdham Wives      3rd Thursday  

Royal British Legion   Golden Dog 3rd Thursday  

 
           Friday 

Charity Quiz     WI Hall Last Friday (except August) 

 

           Saturday 

Football—Shipdham United  Bullock Park   

Dance Club     WI Hall (all ages)  

 

Sunday  

Football—Shipdham United  Bullock Park 
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REGULAR EVENTS 

9:30—11:30am   Emily 07387 844213  

7pm—9pm    Sally  07548 264385 

   

      Thursday 

4:30pm onwards   Tracey at shipdhamspitfires@gmail.com 

7:30pm    Simon 07885 113860    

7:30pm    Audrey 821448 

7pm     Dave 07539 879366 

 
      Friday 

7:30pm    Heather 820078 

     

      Saturday 

9:30—1pm     Danny 07943114114 

9am—2pm 

 

Sunday 

9:30—1pm     Danny 07943114114 

 

 

 

If you organise a regular event in Shipdham, send your details to Theresa and Jill 

jillarnold06@gmail.com and trhewett@outlook.com  
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SHIPDHAM POST OFFICE & CONVENIENCE STORES 

A friendly, family business run by Lax and Raj Purewal  

(opp. Village Green) 

Telephone: Dereham (01362) 820285 

SHIPDHAM’S LARGEST ONE STOP SHOP OPEN 7 DAYS 

We are always happy to take requests for specific requirements 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

New Special Deals & Multi-Buys now available 

Delicatessen, Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Fresh Flowers & Plants (in 
season), Flowers by post, Fresh Bread from Hingham Bakery, 

Pastries/Sandwiches, Bunnings local fish, Cromer Crabs (in season), 
Ices, Wide range of Convenience Foods, Pet Foods, Stationery, Gifts & 
Toys, Fax Service, Bottle Gas, Mobile Top-up, Photocopier, Tobacco & 
Off-Licence. Large variety of Cards—views of Shipdham by Liz Mace.  

NATIONAL LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY NOW AVAILABLE 

Cash Machine. Groceries delivered by arrangement. 

In the Post Office we offer: 

Personal Banking—selected Banks (no charge by Post Office), Motor 
Tax, Insurance, Foreign Currency, Euros in stock, Loans, Phones and 

more. 

Shop: Mon to Fri 6am—7pm, Sat 6:30am—7pm, Sun 8am—4pm 

Post Office: Mon to Fri 10am—3:30pm Sat 10am—12:30pm 
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Procrastination is my middle name. Always put off until tomorrow what you know 

you ought to be doing today. Homework done on the train on the way into school. 
Scrub the floor minutes before guests are due to arrive. But my New Year’s 

resolution is to try and be prepared in good time. 
 

I have planted my bulbs. I have taken the cuttings for the plants needed for the 
Club’s hanging basket workshop on 18th May. I have confirmed our speakers for the 

16th March at 7.30pm on the Story of the British Oak and Gardening in Drought 
Conditions on 20th April at the same time. Now with shining halo, I am getting set 

to produce my entries for our Spring Show on 1st April at the Village Hall. I suspect 
most people imagine a very formal affair with strict judging of such horticultural 

excellence that one would be afeared to compete. Not our show. It is open to 
everyone to enter, or to come along in the afternoon for tea and cakes to enjoy the 

green-fingered ability of others. It is fun and a joy to see vases of spring flowers, 
trays of cakes and pots of jam. There are crafts of all sorts from jumpers to bird 

boxes, photographs to jewellery. If you would like to join in, then e-mail me for a 
Show programme at barpamsteward@gmail.com 
 

I found Seville oranges and made marmalade and resurrected the apples in store 
from autumn for the chutney. Trying to finish the knitted jumper is indeed trying, but 

I am halfway up the second sleeve so I may make it in time. The flowers are a 
different story. Some bulbs look as if they will be over and done before Fool’s Day 

and others are not even begrudgingly showing above the soil. The ever changing cold 
and warm snaps seem to be utterly confusing to the garden and it will have to be the 

usual last minute pick on the morning of the Show. Oh dear……. Procrastination is 
back. But if you can arrange a flower, boil up a fruit cake, bring along a pot of mixed 

herb plants or pluck a timely daffodil then the Show is for you. 
 

We are planning a trip to Beth Chatto’s garden on 13th July with first preference 
and free places to Club members. So join the Club, or if unsure, then come along to 

a talk and see if you care for the cut of our jib. We are a friendly bunch and just like 
gardening without any unnecessary 

obsessions. 
 
Hope to see you soon 

Barbara Steward 
Chair 

BRADENHAM HORTICULTURE & GARDEN CLUB 
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Report on the Club’s meeting at the WI Hall. 

Thursday, 2nd February 2023. 
For the Club’s February meeting we had a presentation given to 

us by Martyn Davey, with a talk and slide show on Lawn and Turf 
Care. Club Chair, Lesley Webdale, welcomed everyone and spoke about our 50th 

Anniversary Celebration Day on Saturday 5th August. She said that the show 
schedule has now been concluded and reminded that the day would include us 

having a speaker, Pauline Harper, and that there will be a plant sale. She asked that, 
if any members, past or present, have any mementoes from over the years, that we 

would like to borrow them to put something together to display in the Shipdham 
Heritage Centre. 

Lesley also confirmed  that we will be having a stall at the Coronation Celebration 
this year, scheduled to be at Bullock Park on Monday 8th May. 

Lesley then introduced Martyn Davey who, until December 2022, had been 
Chairman of the NNHS for 10 years, and had been on the committee even longer. 

Working now at Nurtured in Norfolk at Toftwood, he had been, for a long time, a 
lecturer at Easton College, with turf being one of the subjects. 
 

Martyn’s talk showed us what you should, or shouldn’t, do month by month. Here 
is a precis of what he told us… 

January Keep off the grass!! Particularly when it is frozen as it can get 
damaged; Clear leaves and look for any signs of bad drainage; Get your mower 

serviced whilst it’s not being used. 
February Look out for pests, such as chaffer grubs and leather jackets, as birds 

can damage lawns trying to dig them up; Now is a better time to lay turf as there 
are good chances of rain; Alternatively, if you are going to seed in the Spring, now 

is the time to prepare the soil in readiness. 
March Now you can start mowing your lawn, if it’s warm enough; Worm 

casts, brush them off with a Besom broom before mowing. 
April (when everything gets going)  Increase the frequency of mowing; Control 

any weeds (with something such as a ‘feed, weed and moss killer’ – although don’t 
put the first couple of lawn cuttings into your compost heap if you do); Sow over 

any bare patches of grass with good, fresh, viable seed!! Seed will lose about 10% 
germination year by year, so don’t use old seed, and only sow grass seed when the 
night time temperature is STAYING above 6 degrees centigrade. 

May/June       Now you can start reducing the height of cuts when mowing (to 
between 13 to 25mm); If you wish, you can now apply weed killers (broad leaf 

herbicides); Grass should be lightly raked over, removing debris and spreading 
around worm casts; With a fork you can spike the lawn all over as aeration helps 

growth and eases drainage; A light top dressing can be applied. 
July/August  Keep mowing, up to twice a week, as growth can be vigorous; 

Spike and scarify the lawn if this hasn’t been done in previous months; most lawns  

SHIPDHAM GARDEN CLUB AND 
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 wouldn’t need this, but now is when you could feed with nitrogen fertiliser, but it 

will mean even more cutting will be required. Fertiliser should only be applied 
when it will be washed in by rain or otherwise will turn the lawn black. Do NOT 

over apply, as any excess will be mainly washed away, and also because it will make 
the grass grow too quickly which can make it weak. This can also cause a fungal 

disease called Red Thread, which can lead to red patches appearing. 
September/October From now on you don’t have to mow quite so much, 

and can raise the height of each cut a little; Lawn repairs can be done now with 
patches being seeded (September is still warm enough for seed to germinate); 

Scarifying can be done to rake out the thatch and moss, and lawns can be tined, 
either with a fork, a hand hollow tine aerator or with a bought (or hired) plugging 

machine. Once this is done it can then have a top dressing applied (6 parts sand, 3 
parts soil, 1 part potting compost) which needs to be worked in to the holes. This 

will improve the structure of the soil. 
November/December As grass is now hardly growing, mow only as you need 

to for tidying it up; As at the beginning of the year, keep off the lawn if frosted; 
Clear fallen leaves with rake or blower. 
Martyn showed us different types of grass seed… Perennial Rye grass makes the 

majority (60/70%) of usual grass seed mixes as it’s very hard wearing; Smooth 
Stalked Meadow grass, will make up some of a mix. It is a finer grass that can be cut 

shorter; Creeping Red Fescue is a very fine grass, used on bowling greens and gold 
courses, but can also be found in a general seed mix. 

He also talked about weeds. Deep rooted weeds, such as thistle and dandelions, 
are a problem. They can be spot treated with a broad leaf weed killer or be dug up. 

However, some are so deep rooted that they will reappear from any root left in 
the ground.  Creeping weeds and Fibrous rooted weeds, such as buttercup, yarrow 

and daisies, can be a real pain in the lawn as they are more difficult to deal with 
compared to deep rooted weeds as they can’t be spot treated. If they get too 

invasive sometimes you might even end up having to spray the whole lawn off and 
start again. Finally, Martyn gave a list of application rates for seeds, feeds and 

killers…Sowing new lawns – 70 grams per square metre 
Overseeding existing lawns and bare patches – 35 grams per square metre 

Spring feed, weed, moss killer – 25/30 grams per square metre 
Autumn lawn sand – 20/30 grams per square metre 

 

Competitions  
Bloom of the Month – Phill Webdale with a Snowdrop 

Most Unusual Bloom of the Month – Helen Frayer with a Winter Honeysuckle 
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, 2nd March at 7.30pm in The W.I. Hall, 

where we will be having a talk on the Flora and Fauna of Easter and Robinson 
Crusoe Islands, by Kathy Grey. Our full schedule of events for the year is on our 

Facebook page and on the Post Office noticeboard. 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
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Jill’s Help @ Home 
Offering a variety of services to suit your needs 

Years of experience in domestic and care settings 

 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 07951 365025 

Email: jdhomehelp@gmail.com 

•Cleaning 

•Pet Care 

•Shopping 

•Care Work 

•Dog Walking/Sitting 

•Hoovering & Ironing 

•Fully Insured 

ANDY’S CARS 

CAR BODY REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

 

CALL (01362) 822177 

Unit 2, The Old Foundry, Market Street, Shipdham 

⚫ Quality Accident 

Repairs 

⚫ Full/Part Resprays 

⚫ Welding 

⚫ Panel Beating 

⚫ Colour Coding 

Peter Rudling Travel 

Specialists in Airport Transfers, 

Train Stations & Seaports 

24 Hour Service (Pre-Booked) 

Mercedes Cars | Wedding Car Service 

Contact us on: 01362 821140  

07776040004 / 07545560565 

www.peterrudlingtravel.co.uk 

Breckland Brush 

Chimney Sweep 
& Stove Installation 

NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

www.brecklandbrush.co.uk 

Qualified Experienced Professional 

01953 881579 | 07966 298777 

W.C. LITTLEPROUD & SON 

Family Funeral Directors 

 Owned by the Littleproud family for over 75 years 
 Pre-Paid & Pre-arrangement funeral plans available 

 Horse-drawn & Green Funerals 
Tel: 01362 695458 or 01760 440269 

Hale Road, Bradenham, IP25 7RA 

www.littleproud-funerals.co.uk 

“Our family taking  

care of your family” 

Serving Mid-Norfolk 

Hair by Jeanette 
Market Street, Shipdham 

• Established Unisex Salon 

• Fully qualified & experienced staff  

• Member of National Hairdressers Federation 

• Offering a full range of Hair Treatments at 

very competitive prices 

Telephone: (01362) 820042 
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 In 2024 it will be 40 years since 

the  Sh ipdham Twinn ing 

Association came into being. 

Blimey. Even so, we have a 

framed carving in the STA archive of a slate worker from our 

twin village in France Noyant la Gravoyère (we…and they… 

just say Noyant, or Nwy-ong in “English”) with a carefully 

etched brass plate showing 1983…not 1984. You can see it 

here. So why not 40 years in 2023? We have traditionally 

exchanged a gift when visiting and you can see one of the biggest versions, a large 

piece of slate set in a mount outside Thomas Bullock school hall. The two primary 

schools in Noyant and Shipdham started to exchange trips in 1983, not 1984 when 

the adult section started. My own children went as a group with dedicated Thomas 

Bullock teachers and helpers, which is quite a feat for primary-age children when 

foreign visits were only normal for secondary schoolchildren. It wouldn’t happen 

now, but it did then, such was the enthusiasm for the new venture of twinning, 

celebrating togetherness. The other photo shows the table decorations for our 

soirée last May 2022, but with flags of UK, France and Ukraine. We are going again 

in May 2023 to continue a tradition almost 40 years old to keep that togetherness 

alive and kicking. 

Come to our silly-but-fun Beetle Drive (kids 

love it too) on Friday March 10th, at the WI 

Hall, 7.00pm for a 7.30 start with bangers 

(veg option by prior request), mash and 

onion gravy supper, bring your own drink. 

Cheap at the price to be part of a modern 

Shipdham tradition, or even better, join us 

in France in May as well! 

Steve Kite 01362 820847 

stephenkite52@gmail.com  

 

SHIPDHAM TWINNING 

 

 

mailto:stephenkite52@gmail.com
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