
 

Latest Information, Advice, Useful Links and Service Updates 

Updated 2 September 2021 

This weekly briefing is intended as a resource to keep you up to date with the latest 

information and advice. 

COVID-19 Trusted sources of information  

The most recent verified data on cases in the UK and Norfolk is available from 

Public Health England and Norfolk Insights. 

Everyone has a key role in promoting www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and 

www.gov.uk/coronavirus as trusted sources of information to the public.  It is 

important to ensure people go to the right sources of information and keep up to date 

with how to look after themselves.  

Keep up to date: We have a dedicated webpage for coronavirus updates in Norfolk 

and impact on Norfolk County Council services. This is updated regularly so please 

do re-visit this page. 

Service updates: The most up to date information on council services can be found 

at Norfolk County Council services disruptions. The council will continue to monitor 

its services and, if regulations and circumstances change, it will review its current 

plans. 

Latest national announcements  

£5 million dedicated for Afghan Resettlement: 

In order to help councils meet the costs of renting properties for the refugees, the 
Government has committed to providing local authorities with £5million. 

As part of the New Plan for Immigration, the Government has also announced that 
Afghans who arrive under the Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy (ARAP) will 
be given immediate indefinite leave to remain and will receive a first dose of the 
Covid-19 vaccine shortly after arrival in the UK. 

The NHS will receive £3m so that Afghans arriving under the ARAP scheme can 
access healthcare and register with a GP once they leave COVID quarantine. 
Around £12m has been set aside to provide additional school places. 

Overall, £200m has been committed to meet the cost of the first year of the 
Afghanistan Citizens’ Resettlement Scheme, which aims to welcome up to 20,000 
Afghans. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.norfolkinsight.org.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/adults-health/coronavirus/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://www.localgov.co.uk/Government-commits-5m-to-help-councils-resettle-Afghan-refugees/52856
https://www.localgov.co.uk/Government-commits-5m-to-help-councils-resettle-Afghan-refugees/52856


Veterans’ Mental Health: 

Armed Forces veterans, including those who served in Afghanistan, will benefit from 
additional mental health support backed by £2.7 million for Op COURAGE – the 
Veterans’ Mental Health and Wellbeing Service.  

Additional mental health services will include tailored support for those dealing with 

complex mental or physical trauma or alcohol and substance misuse. Dedicated care 

co-ordinators will be appointed to help reduce suicide rates. 

 

COVID-19 

3rd Jabs for vulnerable: 

The Health Minister has accepted the recommendation from the Joint Committee for 

Vaccination and Immunisation to offer a third vaccine dose to those 12+ with 

severely weakened immune systems. 

Data has shown that people with weakened immune systems are especially 

vulnerable to Covid-19, and receive less protection from two vaccines than an 

otherwise healthy person would.  

The NHS will be contacting people as soon as possible to discuss the needs of 

individuals and arrange an appointment for a third dose of the vaccine where 

appropriate. 

This is separate from the booster jab programme, which will begin later in September 

to ensure the protection provided by the vaccines in maintained in time for winter. 

The vaccine rollout is thought to have saved more than 105,000 lives from severe 

Covid-19 infection and prevented 24 million infections in England alone. 

Economy 

Apprenticeships: 

A new strategy to encourage businesses to employ apprentices is set to be launched 
by the county council, following discussion at cabinet on 6 September. 
 
Norfolk County Council wants to reverse a decline in the number of apprentices 
being taken on over the last few years. In 2014, there were 6,270 apprentices per 
year in Norfolk but this had fallen to 4,890 in 2020. 
 
Research shows a range of benefits – to apprentices and to businesses: 

• 83 per cent of apprentices said their career prospects had improved 
• 70 per cent of employers said apprenticeships had improved their firm’s 

quality and service 
• Apprenticeships provide a return of up to £28 per £1 invested 
• Apprentices can earn up to £150,000 more, over the course of their working 

life 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/veterans-mental-health-services-to-receive-27-million-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/veterans-mental-health-services-to-receive-27-million-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/health-secretary-and-dcmo-statements-on-jcvi-advice-on-third-jabs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/health-secretary-and-dcmo-statements-on-jcvi-advice-on-third-jabs


Transport and Environment 

Roads and Highways: 

Millions of pounds of extra funding to fill and prevent potholes, and £1m for 100 
locally important road safety schemes, are set for discussion by Norfolk County 
Council Cabinet members on Monday 6 September. 

The £1m Road Safety Community Fund would provide up to £10,000 each for 
smaller road safety schemes, such as lowering speed limits or making changes to 
road signs and markings, to help address local issues and concerns. 
 
The funding would be spent on improvements across Norfolk over the next four 
years, with work focused on one area of the county each year to help maximise 
efficiencies and allow as many schemes as possible to be funded. The focus would 
initially be West Norfolk, then North and East Norfolk, South Norfolk and finally 
Norwich. The first safety improvements could be in place about a year from now. 
 
A new £10m Highways Maintenance Pothole Fund would see an extra £2,500,000 
spent each year for the next four years on resurfacing, surface dressing, drainage 
improvements, bridge maintenance and pothole repairs. This financial year, the extra 
money would include an extra £400,000 spent on fixing potholes, and an additional 
54 miles of existing road surfaces re-sealed at a cost of £1.1m to prevent potholes 
opening up. 
 
This extra £11m would be in addition to the £42 million budget for roads and 
infrastructure that was agreed in February 2021. 

 

Broadlands Flood Defence: 

The completion of piling works at Burgh Castle on the River Waveney marks the final 
phase of the £140 million Broadland Flood Alleviation Project. 

This project has improved flood defences, maintenance and emergency response 
services in the tidal areas of the River Yare, River Bure and River Waveney: A host 
of environmental benefits and flood defences for towns and villages around the 
Norfolk Broads are the result of the 20 year project reaching its conclusion. 

Almost 2,000 homes and business and vital transport links are now better protected 
from 3 local rivers thanks to this multi-million pound scheme from the Environment 
Agency. 

There are also improved facilities for anglers, boaters, walkers and the many others 
enjoying the Broads for business or pleasure. Further benefits of the project can be 
read at Gov.uk.  
 

Flood Reserve: 

Norfolk’s Cabinet will consider the allocation of the council’s £1.5m Flood Reserve 
Fund to support urgent works, repairs and to enable recommendations from flood 
investigation reports. 
 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/cabinet-considers-highways-boost
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/cabinet-considers-highways-boost
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/broadland-flood-alleviation-project-reaches-20-year-landmark
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/broadland-flood-alleviation-project-reaches-20-year-landmark


The Reserve Fund was set up in the annual budget for 2021/22 agreed by the 
County Council in their budget meeting in February. 
 
The Cabinet meeting, due to be held on 6 September will discuss the proposed 
allocation of the funding, including £695k for additional highway and ditch 
maintenance and £365k for drainage asset improvements. 
 
This funding will be used for work on the 285,864 metres of drainage grips and 
31,037 metres of kerb drains on Norfolk’s highways, as well as operations to clear 
some of the county’s 145,305 gullies that help drain rain water. 
 
Also included in the allocation is the cost for set-up and maintenance of the single 
phone number set up by the Norfolk Strategic Flooding Alliance (NSFA) to give 
Norfolk residents one point of contact to report flooding. To report flooding anywhere 
in the county simply call 0344 800 8013. 
 
 

Transport Survey: 

The county council has asked residents again to take a look at the draft Transport for 

Norwich Strategy and complete a short online survey. Their feedback will help shape the 

strategy, and action plan, for Norwich’s transport network over the years to come. 

Feedback from the survey will be used to shape the strategy before a final version is 
adopted later this year. After the strategy and its key priorities are agreed, the next stage 
will be to produce an action plan which would start to look in more detail at ways the 
overall vision could be achieved. The action plan could include detailed work to 
investigate ideas to cut carbon and improve air quality, such as congestion charging and 
workplace parking levies. 
 
The survey is open from 26 August to 8 October 2021. Find out more and have your say 
visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/tfnstrategy 
 

General Updates 

Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service: 

Next week, Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service is supporting the National Fire Chiefs 

Council’s Business Safety Week. Norfolk businesses have had a difficult time 

through Covid-19, with ongoing changing to restrictions affecting their ability to 

operate. NFRS will be reminding business owners that they are there to support 

them with safety advice and information to help reduce the risk of fires at their 

premises and remind them of their responsibilities to adhere to legislation aimed at 

keeping everyone safe.  

There are tips on arson reduction, guidance on carrying out fire risk assessments 

and details of how to request a visit here: Safety in your business - Norfolk County 

Council. Often, businesses that experience a fire are unable to get back on their feet, 

which affects the local economy as well as those directly employed.  

The service would be grateful for your support in sharing their messaging. 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/major-projects-and-improvement-plans/norwich/proposed-transport-for-norwich-strategy
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.norfolk.gov.uk%2Fsafety%2Fnorfolk-fire-and-rescue-service%2Fsafety-in-your-business&data=04%7C01%7Ctristan.hopper%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Cbd6e78f4b9d346535e8808d96d5b467f%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C637661061047039993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QPTI8w0nQpR0KMmbemif53XxUefKR1I%2F4txgSXGKGeE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.norfolk.gov.uk%2Fsafety%2Fnorfolk-fire-and-rescue-service%2Fsafety-in-your-business&data=04%7C01%7Ctristan.hopper%40norfolk.gov.uk%7Cbd6e78f4b9d346535e8808d96d5b467f%7C1419177e57e04f0faff0fd61b549d10e%7C0%7C0%7C637661061047039993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QPTI8w0nQpR0KMmbemif53XxUefKR1I%2F4txgSXGKGeE%3D&reserved=0

