
 

Latest Information, Advice, Useful Links and Service Updates  

Updated 19 August 2021 

This weekly briefing is intended as a resource to keep you up to date with the latest information and 

advice. 

Covid-19 Trusted sources of information 

The most recent verified data on cases in the UK and Norfolk is available from Public Health 
England here and the Norfolk Insights website here. 

Everyone has a key role in promoting www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and www.gov.uk/coronavirus as trusted 
sources of information to the public.  It is important to ensure people go to the right sources of 
information and keep up to date with how to look after themselves.  

Keep up to date: We have a dedicated webpage for coronavirus updates in Norfolk and impact on 
Norfolk County Council services. This is updated regularly so please do re-visit this page. 

Service updates: The most up to date information on council services can be found at Norfolk County 
Council services disruptions. The council will continue to monitor its services and, if regulations and 
circumstances change, it will review its current plans. 
 

Latest national announcements 

Green tech: 

The Government has awarded £91.7 million in funding to four projects which aim to reduce carbon 
emissions through advances in technology, such as fast-charging batteries for electric vehicles and 
batteries with the same mile range as a tank of petrol. The projects are estimated to save nearly 32 
million tonnes of carbon emissions and secure 2,700 jobs across the country.  

The projects which have been awarded funding are as follows: 

• BMW-UK-BEV, Oxford - £26.2 million to develop an electric battery that will rival the driving 
range of internal combustion engines, helping put concerns over how far electric vehicles can 
travel to rest 

• Project CELERITAS, Birmingham - £9.7 million to create ultra-fast charging batteries for electric 
and fuel cell hybrid vehicles that can charge in as little as 12 minutes 

• The BRUNEL project, Darlington - £14.6 million to develop a novel zero emission, hydrogen-
fuelled engine to help decarbonise heavy goods vehicles 

• REEcorner, Nuneaton - £41.2 million to radically redesign light and medium-sized commercial 
electric vehicles in Nuneaton by moving the steering, breaking, suspension and powertrain into 
the wheel arch enabling increased autonomous capability, storage space and design flexibility 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.norfolkinsight.org.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/adults-health/coronavirus/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/91-million-funding-for-low-carbon-auto-tech-including-hydrogen-engines-and-ultra-fast-charging-batteries


Family Hubs: 

The Government has allocated £20 million to expand its Family Hubs programme, helping councils set 
up new Family Hubs in 10 new areas.  

Family Hubs offer families, children and young people who are vulnerable or on low incomes 
somewhere to access a range of support services, which can include early education and childcare, 
mental health support, meetings with health visitors or attending parenting classes, counselling or 
advice for victims of domestic abuse. 
 

Covid-19 

Changes to isolation rules for close contacts: 

On Monday 16 August changes to isolation rules for close contacts came into force. Now people who 
are double jabbed or aged under 18 will no longer be legally required to self-isolate if they are identified 
as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. The change was announced last month, as part of step 
4 of the government’s COVID-19 roadmap. With 75% of people having received both doses of the 
vaccine, the majority of adults will no longer need to self-isolate if they are contacts. 

Further information on the new rule can be found here. 

Vaccines: 

A study by Oxford University has found that protection from vaccines is not as effective against the delta 
variant as it is against other variants of Covid-19, with many delta variant infections still likely to present 
with symptoms. 

In addition, research suggests that the protection from the Pfizer vaccine diminishes quicker than the 
protection provided by the Astra-Zeneca vaccine. This is despite the protection initially provided by the 
Pfizer vaccine being marginally greater than the protection provided by the Astra-Zeneca vaccine. The 
research is expected to help make the case for booster jabs which will be offered in the Autumn. 
 

Education and School 

A-Level and GCSE results: 

Last week, Norfolk’s A-Level and GCSE results were announced with the County Council praising 
the county’s young people and adult learners for their commitment and determination shown after 
two years of disrupted education due to coronavirus. 

Norfolk County Council’s award-winning Adult Learning service has once again celebrated excellent 
GCSE results: 

The service has seen its great success continued across both English and maths GCSEs this year. 
84% of its maths GCSE students achieved Grade 4 or above and 73% of English GCSE students 
achieved Grade 4 or above. 

The Help You Choose website offers young people information and advice on different options if 
they are uncertain about their next steps or receive results below their expectation. Advice and 
support available ranges from CV writing, apprenticeship vacancies, and information about different 
careers. It also has space for parents to help them understand the different options for their child. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/20m-to-provide-more-early-help-for-vulnerable-families
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-removed-for-double-jabbed-close-contacts-from-16-august
https://inews.co.uk/news/health/covid-19-vaccine-decline-protection-delta-variant-booster-campaign-pfizer-astrazeneca-1157114
https://inews.co.uk/news/health/covid-19-vaccine-decline-protection-delta-variant-booster-campaign-pfizer-astrazeneca-1157114
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/resilience-and-determination-celebrated-as-a-level-results-announced
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/gcse-results-celebrated-for-young-people-across-norfolk
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/adult-learners-in-norfolk-celebrate-gcse-results
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/adult-learners-in-norfolk-celebrate-gcse-results
https://www.helpyouchoose.org/content/


 

 

Transport and Environment 

Walking  residents and Cycling Improvements: 

Local residents have been invited to have their say on the latest council proposals to improve 
walking and cycling facilities in Norwich following the launch of a public consultation this week. 

Norfolk County Council and the Transport for Norwich (TfN) partnership are asking for feedback on 
proposals to improve the Ipswich Road area so that more people choose to walk and cycle. 

Funded through the Department for Transport’s Active Travel Fund, the changes would see new 
segregated cycle lanes installed on both sides of Ipswich Road between the A140 Outer Ring Road 
and the junction with Newmarket Road, along with a new zebra crossing and pedestrian priority 
footway over the junction with Cecil Road. 

The proposal also includes a designated 20mph zone to improve safety for all users and would also 
require some changes to parking arrangements in order to facilitate the new cycle lanes. 

The public are invited to view the full detail on the project 
website www.norfolk.gov.uk/ipswichroad and comment via the online survey.  

Hard copies and alternative formats can also be provided on request. 

The consultation is open until Sunday 5 September. 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/walking-and-cycling-improvements-proposed-in-norwich
http://www.norfolk.gov.uk/ipswichroad

