
 

Latest Information, Advice, Useful Links and Service Updates  

Updated 26 August 2021 

This weekly briefing is intended as a resource to keep you up to date with the latest information and 

advice. 

Covid-19 Trusted sources of information 

The most recent verified data on cases in the UK and Norfolk is available from Public Health 
England here and the Norfolk Insights website here. 

Everyone has a key role in promoting www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and www.gov.uk/coronavirus as trusted 
sources of information to the public.  It is important to ensure people go to the right sources of 
information and keep up to date with how to look after themselves.  

Keep up to date: We have a dedicated webpage for coronavirus updates in Norfolk and impact on 
Norfolk County Council services. This is updated regularly so please do re-visit this page. 

Service updates: The most up to date information on council services can be found at Norfolk County 
Council services disruptions. The council will continue to monitor its services and, if regulations and 
circumstances change, it will review its current plans. 

 

Information for Councillors  

Resettling Afghan Refugees: 

As part of the Government’s scheme to welcome up to 5,000 vulnerable Afghans to the UK in its first 
year with up to a total of 20,000 in the long-term; Norfolk County Council will work closely with the 
Government and partners to ensure that Norfolk accommodates a share of these refugees. 
 
The council will be ensuring new arrivals get the support they need to settle into their new communities 
as well as taking into account pressures from other existing schemes. Details of the Afghan 
resettlement scheme are now available. 
 
Norfolk has a proud record of offering support to refugees. Along with our supporting city, district and 
borough councils, Norfolk was among the first localities to offer to support the resettlement of Afghan 
nationals under the government’s Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy (ARAP), launched on 1 
April this year, and a number of Afghan nationals are already receiving support right here in the county. 
 
The council has already assisted over 150 Syrian refugees to successfully settle in Norfolk since 2017 
and will use the skills and experience this provided to make the transition for arriving Afghan nationals 
as smooth as possible.  
 
Norfolk County Council will also continue its work with unaccompanied child asylum seekers, which was 
praised recently by Vicky Ford, the Minister for Children, who visited Norwich earlier this month to learn 
more. She highlighted the ‘moral leadership’ of the council in this area. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-track-coronavirus-cases
https://www.norfolkinsight.org.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/care-support-and-health/health-and-wellbeing/adults-health/coronavirus/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/safety/service-disruptions
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/what-we-do-and-how-we-work/norfolk-county-council-news-and-updates/afghan-resettlement


Latest national announcements 

 
Fisheries and Seafood funding opens: 
The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) yesterday (25 August) opened four funding rounds for 
applications to help support the fishing and seafood sector in England. 

The time-limited competitive rounds, which are being delivered by MMO on behalf of Defra under the 
£6.1 million Fisheries and Seafood Scheme (FaSS), will match fund projects that deliver sustainable 
growth in the catching, processing and aquaculture sectors, and that conserve, enhance and support 
the recovery of the marine environment. They consist of: 

• Grants for projects that support businesses trading in Live Bivalve Molluscs (LBMs). 

• Grants for projects that contribute towards protecting the marine environment. 

• Grants for projects that deliver world class science and technological advancements. 

• Grants for projects that support or enhance the recreational sea fishing sector. 

 

Winners of National Highways Competition announced: 
A competition was launched by National Highways (formerly Highways England) and partners Kier and 
Connected Places Catapult to harvest innovative and modern solutions to the problem that continues to 
plague the road network. 

Graffiti on bridges and next to roads can be distracting for drivers and the clean-up often requires lane 
or road closures, disrupting traffic. And it is costly – up to £10,000 to remove one instance of graffiti. 

More than a dozen companies submitted their concepts and products and the five most promising 
entries have now been announced. These winning ideas will each get up to £30,000 to spend taking 
their products forward: 

Innovation Factory: 
Audio sensors will detect the application of graffiti in order to alert authorities and trigger audio and 
visual deterrents. 

Sensing Feeling 
AI software will analyse behaviour to detect vandals at graffiti hotspots and then deterrents such as 
alarms and lights can be activated. 

HausBots 
Wall-climbing robotics will be used to apply graffiti preventative paints, reducing the risk of such hazards 
as working at heights for the workforce. 

Powerlase 
This innovation will use lasers to remove graffiti from surfaces whilst preventing additional damage to 
the finish of surface coatings and films. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fisheries-and-seafood-scheme-funding-rounds-open-for-applications
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fisheries-and-seafood-scheme-funding-rounds-open-for-applications
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/winners-of-national-highways-competition-to-help-wipe-out-graffiti-are-revealed
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/winners-of-national-highways-competition-to-help-wipe-out-graffiti-are-revealed


Nano Eco Group: 
A 3D chemical coating to prevent the adhesion of graffiti to a variety of surfaces and films. 

Each of the winners will use the money to develop their idea and produce a feasibility study for National 
Highways which will then decide the most promising products to take forward for use on the road 
network. 

 

Covid-19 

Vaccine Efficacy: 

A study has found that protection provided by Covid-19 Pfizer/BioNTech and Astra-Zeneca vaccines 
fades after a number of months: 

After five to six months, the effectiveness of the Pfizer jab at preventing COVID-19 infection in the 
month after the second dose fell from 88% to 74%, an analysis of data collected in Britain's ZOE COVID 
study showed. 

For the AstraZeneca vaccine, effectiveness fell from 77% to 67% after four to five months. 

 

Economy 

Training Programmes: 

Norfolk’s economic recovery from the pandemic has received an extra boost with the extension of 
Norfolk County Council’s Employer Training Incentive Programme (ETIP). ETIP now allows all types of 
businesses that are self-employed, small, medium or micro businesses to apply for funding. The size of 
the up-front grant has changed too, increasing from 50% to 75% to help employers retain and upskill 

their staff. This means businesses only have to fund 25% of the course cost themselves, while ETIP 
will pay the remaining 75% of the course cost up front, so that training providers can be paid in full. 
  
The scheme helps businesses to fund a huge range of training opportunities from essential training for 
new recruits to courses to learn new skills in new areas. The aim is that the training helps boost 
productivity, diversification or growth. 
  
Training can cover courses on almost any topic a business might need, from food hygiene, first aid and 
fork-lift driving, to social media and selling goods online. Employers can choose courses that are 
accredited and certificated by an official body, or non-accredited training courses. 

For more information go to www.norfolk.gov.uk/etip or email: etip@norfolk.gov.uk 

 

Visual Effects Company: 

A visual effects company based in Norwich which has worked on BBC’s Poldark and Netflix’s The 
Innocents has had its first virtual production commissioned after receiving grant support over the 
pandemic.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-58322882
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/employers-to-receive-extra-support-for-training-programme
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2021/08/employers-to-receive-extra-support-for-training-programme
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/business/grants-and-funding/employer-training-incentive-programme
mailto:etip@norfolk.gov.uk
https://newanglia.co.uk/success-stories/visual-effects-studio-goes-into-virtual-production-with-support-of-grant/
https://newanglia.co.uk/success-stories/visual-effects-studio-goes-into-virtual-production-with-support-of-grant/


Northern Distributor Route (NDR): 

Speed restrictions on the NDR have ended as work costing £800,000 to improve the surface of the 
road ended on August 22. The road received a specialist treatment called Reclamite which involved a 
spray being applied to the road surface which rejuvenates the surface by binding it together. 

 

Award-winning company Lexhag VFX which has offices in Norwich and London, applied for a grant from 
New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership’s Growth Through Innovation Fund so it could investigate a 
virtual production studio. 

After being awarded a grant of £24,995, Lexhag was able to carry out a feasibility study and work with 
the best specialists in the industry without jeopardising the business during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
 

Transport and Environment 

https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/traffic/work-to-treat-ndr-surface-ends-8272098

