
SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
10th February 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Chubbock, Cross, Feerick, Hewett, Holman, Smith, District Cllr 
Turner, County Cllr Connolly & Clerk: June Smith. 

9 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.38pm.  Meeting was recorded. 
 

Items in bold added after agenda was published. 
 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
10/02/2025 

3513.  Apologies for absence – Cllr Cramp. 
3514.  To co-opt and welcome Cllr Holman to the Parish Council and signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.  

AP Clerk to inform Breckland District Council. 
3515.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr Belo Letton Road, Highways. 
3516.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present. 
3517.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes, unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting 
and a member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. 
 
Included:  Cemetery fencing, confirmed this is in hand from resident.  Grave right-hand side has tree growing 
out of it AP Clerk to review.  Bike rack on The Green on lean AP Clerk to review. 
 

3518.  To receive update from Thomas Bullock Academy – Head was unable to attend the meeting.  District Cllr 
Turner read out report on her behalf regarding the progress of the school.  Asked for support from the parish 
council for security to the school site AP next agenda.  Asked for support from highways to support safety for 
residents and the community entering and exiting our school site and the Friends of Shipdham are busy 
looking at grants that would support a mixed school/community sports area built on the old multi-use games 
area 

3519.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – still to receive some quotes. 
3520.  Chairman’s Actions – Comments raised approached organisations for quotes for portable PA system or 

possible hearing loop system for hall and other buildings.  Churchyard gravel drive, met with Company who 
laid the drive, quotation to sweep the lose gravel and will then be in a position to re-assess.  AP Clerk to get 
quotes. 
 

3521.  District Councillor Report - District Councillors Report February 2025 
 
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation – Cllr Turner read out Leader of Breckland Council’s 
statement https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/24045/Statement-from-Cllr-Sam-Chapman-Allen-Leader-of-
Breckland-Council   Timeline and update of progress towards devolution and the election of a mayor etc. will 
be on Breckland and Parish websites when verified. 
Boundary Review to continue with District boundaries despite above. 
By-election for Bedingfield Ward on 27th February 2025. 
Budget and precept setting at Council 20th February 2025. 
Member briefing re Devolution following rise of Council 20th February 2025. 
All current council services to continue as normal for foreseeable future 
Planning Portal – issues with new software system – including limited/no public access to some documents- 
this to be addressed – however new security protocols/GDPR regulations may still limit some public access. 
Please direct any questions re Devolution and how it will affect every resident, to District Cllrs Lynda Turner 
or Paul Hewett, who will (a) raise them with the appropriate body and (b) do their best to answer them as 
soon as the answers are verified. 
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3522.  County Councillor Report – report on website.  Cllr Connolly thanked Parish Council and Clerk for hard work, 
enthusiasm and contribution to the village.  Acknowledged devolution is going to happen to turn Norfolk and 
Suffolk into bigger unitary Councils with a single mayor.  Previous Government had agreed devolution deal 
included 600m pounds on the table but on election day this collapsed.  We are now presented with option with 
approx. 16 other Councils in the Country, to go for priority spending on our services and reducing tax payers’ 
burden.  To achieve this, Councils had to put forward a process of delaying the County Council elections for 
the year.  There are concerns re timescale, being very quick and motivations, looked at in very political terms 
but done to achieve for Norfolk County Council the best possible way forward for residents.   
Boundary changes, the County Council divisions will remain as they are.   
Cllr Ed Connolly opened the floor for questions and it was asked whether Parish Councils would or would not 
have no more power or ability, Cllr Connolly & Cllr Hewett said the Parish Council would not change, at this 
point but something that could work towards.   
 
Cllr Hewett gave an overview of the situation and how it may affect everyone in the village over the next few 
years and expressed that, at this stage it was most likely that the district level of Government will be lost.  We 

will know more at the end of March. 

Cllr Hewett mentioned that the car parking charges to be postponed due to Local Government Reorganisation.  
Budget was put forward at Breckland Cabinet today, with a band D planned to rise by £4.95 to continue 
services.  Local Plan Review, with updated and increased housing targets suggested by Government will start 
to introduce new housing numbers within the village, although exactly where and how many is currently unclear.  
The government introduction of a national food waste bin system is currently planned to still take place next 
year. 
 

3523.  Routine Finance 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/02/2025 Clerk Wages £1,331.17 

15/02/2025 Clerk Expenses  £167.54 

01/02/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/02/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/02/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

15/01/2025 Glasdon UK Dog Poo Bags £117.00 

17/01/2025 TT Jones Fit LED light, Letton Road, Col 28 £420.00 

21/01/2025 Arnold Keys Advice regarding Bowls Lease £456.00 

25/01/2025 Roger Norton Tree services in village inc. 
emergency removal of hung tree at 
Bullock Park 

£4825.00 

31/01/2025 J Bayliss Pest control at Cemetery £186.00 

31/01/2025 M Neave Repairs to cemetery tap £90.00 

01/02/2024 J Gibb Health & Safety checks £130.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

03/02/2025 100Green January Street Lighting £451.40 

15/01/2025 BT Bill £44.34 

06/02/2025 Octopus WI Electric January £38.97 

25/01/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £17.28 

15/01/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/01/2025 BDC  HC Rates £121.00 

02/02/2025 EDF WI Gas January £69.23 

27/02/2025 ICO Data Protection Fee £52.00 

23/01/2025 HMRC PAYE & NIC Periods 7-9 £475.06 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/01/2025. Signed and dated by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£15,761.36 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£38,690.35 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,196.27 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£8,182.12 

Total Balances held       
 

£91,155.23 
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3524.  To note quarter 3 budget report – received and noted. 
3525.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda - all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below 
 
Planning Applications 

PL/2025/0060/SU37 Add third conductor to existing overhead electricity line. 
UK Power Networks 
Stable Block, Shipdham IP25 7RN 
For information only. 

3PL/2023/0538/D Reserved matters (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) 
for the erection of 28 dwellings with associated infrastructure 
including the discharge of conditions 5 (landscaping), 14 
(footpath barrier), 22 (bat survey) and 24 (Ecological Management 
Plan) of outline consent 3PL/2019/1056/O 
Land South of Chapel Street (Old School Playing Field) 
 
Questions regarding new roadway, encouraged history group to check 
the road network layout regarding the burial area.  Recommendation 
that heat pumps and solar panels be used and environmentally 
friendly as possible.  Jubilee tree to be replaced. 
 

 

 Planning Decisions – none. 
 Planning Appeals - none. 

Planning Enforcement notice  

ENF/296/23/PAR Meadow View, 19 Letton Road, Shipdham 
Extensive storage of non-domestic materials and paraphernalia. 

 

3526.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3527.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – next meeting 12th March 2025. 
b) Health & Safety update – weekly checks up to date. 

3528.  Highways Issues 
 
Various pot holes around village reported by Chair and Clerk. Pot hole outside 48/50 Pound Green Lane.  AP 
Clerk to report.   School sign has been knocked once again AP Clerk to report.  Footpath FP12 covered in 
leaves. AP Clerk to ask for glutton. 
 
Letton Road – speeding statistics read out, re-instate the Speedwatch group AP Cllr Belo to reach out to group, 
write article for Shipdham News for volunteers, be bought up at SNAP meeting and SAM2 in place more 
regularly.   
 
Encourage NCC Highways to survey road from Carbrooke Lane to School Farm on A1075 and visibility coming 
out of Carbrooke Lane.  AP Clerk to raise with Highways and County Cllr Connolly. 
 

3529.  To discuss questionnaire re village amenities – focused questionnaire.  Steering group formed, Cllrs Feerick, 
Hewett & Smith. – identify means of getting it info to people and questions to raise.   AP next agenda. 

3530.  To discuss placement of village gateway – placement at Mill Road 30mph sign – unanimous.  AP Clerk to 
initiate placement. 

3531.  To consider donation to Dereham Meeting Point – donation £500.00 unanimous. 
3532.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3533.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Hewett – As soon as any information is verified re LGR, Devolution, Planning Numbers, it will come to 
Council and residents. 
Cllr Cross – Steering Group re The Green – UK Power Networks meeting Wednesday morning to get quote for 
electricity on The Green.  AP Clerk to meet.  Hearing Loop being talked about already. 
Cllr Belo – bin collection suggested, Dec/Jan/Feb green bins collection reduced from 6 collections down to 3 
collections – AP Cllr Hewett to raise with Serco/BDC. 
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3534.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note Norwich Western Link project update – noted. 
To note Norfolk Strategic Flood Alliance Report to the Norfolk County Council Scrutiny Committee - noted. 
To note update from NALC – noted. 
To note next SNAP meeting Wednesday 23rd April at Bullock Park, Shipdham 6.30pm – noted. 
 

3535.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. 

3536.  To confirm date and venue of next Parish Meeting – 10th March 2025 7.30pm at WI Hall. 
 

Meeting closed 9.06pm 
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