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_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
10th March 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Chubbock, Feerick, Hewett, Holman, Smith & Clerk: June Smith. 
9 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.38pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
10/03/2025 

 
3537.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cramp, Cross, District Cllr Turner & County Cllr Connolly. 
3538.  Declarations of Interest = Cllr Shelley re allotments. 
3539.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present. 
3540.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes, unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting 
and a member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. 
 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Parishioner thanked Patrick Feerick for cleaning Church gates.  Matt Neave had personally filled pot holes in 
Pound Green Lane. AP Clerk to write thank you.  Large pot hole around man hole outside Golden Dog AP 
Clerk to report. 
 
Meeting resumed. 
 

3541.  Update from Thomas Bullock Primary Academy – Head, Shannon O’Sullivan gave an update.  Meeting 
arranged with Highways to go through security options.   

3542.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – as per Clerk’s Report. 
3543.  Chairman’s Actions – Attended the Breckland Town Hall meeting – as a result there will be numerous 

consultations which the public are invited to and encouraged to attend. 
3544.  District Councillor Report -March 2025 

 
Budget agreed at full Council on 20th February 2025, all current council services to continue as normal for 
foreseeable future, precept increase of £4.95 per band D property per year. 
 
Pop Up Pantry — a replacement for the Food Bus — negotiations under way to bring this to Shipdham 
and/or Bradenham. 
 
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation, we will know by the next meeting what the outcome will 
be.  March 19th last date for Council’s to get their suggested structure of an alternative Norfolk in place.  All 
variations will remove the District Council. Devolution will impose a Norfolk-Suffolk Mayor with elections in 
2026.  LGR is about how local government powers and funding are organised and delivered cheaper, and 
will either be a “Football” (whole of Norfolk shaped structure), “Pacman” (Norwich through to Yarmouth down 
to south Norfolk as one, and everything else as the rest), or a “Doughnut” - hole (Norwich) then East & West 
slices of Norfolk.    
 
Local Plan — on 3rd March Breckland Cabinet approved the new “LDS” (Local Development Scheme) that 
sets the statutory timeline to create a “new” Local Plan.  The new local plan increases the housing allocation 
to the district by 50% from “original” (though still new-ish) local plan.  For Shipdham this will be problematic – 
the village will change from 1 of 17 local service centres to 1 of 4 key service centres as it meets national 
requirements such as routes, schools, surgeries, shops etc to cope with an increased level of growth.  In the 
original plan, the call for sites had no new allocations: the new local plan will increase them.  There are only 6 
months to complete the initial stage of the LDS before new housing targets being imposed from central 
government. The District will be calling representatives of Shipdham to take part in consultation process, in 
which the question will be “where do we want new houses”, not “whether we actually want any”!  The “Call for 
sites” in the original 2022 plan remain in scope for the new LDS, and another call for sites will now take place 
on top of this.  Everything must happen over the next few months.  As soon as we have dates we will get 
them advertised: from October onwards the consultation process will go to the whole district. 
 

3545.  County Councillor Report – Report on website. 
3546.  Routine Finance 

To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 
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15/03/2025 Clerk Wages £1,302.53 

15/03/2025 Clerk Expenses  £180.41 

01/03/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/03/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/03/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker & Bus Shelters £160.00 

01/03/2025 Dereham 
Meeting Point 

Donation £500.00 

01/03/2025 Norfolk Parish 
Training & 
Support 

Spring Seminar Training for Clerk, 
Chair & Vice-Chair 

£136.00 

01/03/2025 TTSR Allotment Hedge cut £354.00 

28/02/2025 Gallagher Insurance £4,234.72 

28/02/2025 TT Jones 
Electrical Ltd 

Street Light Maintenance £289.55 

03/03/2025 Norfolk Parish 
Training & 
Support 

2025/26 Subscription £555.00 

05/03/2025 James Bayliss Pest Control at allotments £89.70 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

03/03/2025 100Green February Street Lighting £407.72 

15/02/2025 BT Bill £44.34 

06/03/2025 Octopus WI Electric February £34.59 

25/02/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £22.33 

15/02/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/02/2025 BDC  HC Rates £121.00 

03/03/2025 EDF WI Gas February £64.09 

03/03/2025 Wave Water – Dereham Road Allotments £15.24 

03/03/2025 Wave Water – Watton Road Allotments £17.18 

03/03/2025 Wave Water – WI Hall £107.69 

03/03/2025 Wave Water – Cemetery £59.73 

03/03/2025 Wave Water – The Green £489.85 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 28/02/2025.  Signed and dated by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£9,699.80 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£38,690.35 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,196.27 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£8,011.42 

Total Balances held       
 

£84,922.97 

 
 

3547.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 
preparation of the agenda - all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below 
 
Planning Applications  

PL/2025/0241/HOU Retention of frontage fencing (Retrospective) 
33 Oak Meadow, Shipdham 
No objections. 

Cllr Hewett gave update The Old Coal Yard Development 
Planners are working with NCC regarding biodiversity net gain and 
nutrient neutrality mitigation to enable building to continue in the next 
few months. 

 

 Planning Decisions – none. 
 Planning Appeals - none. 

3548.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3549.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – meeting on 19th March 2025. 
b) Health & Safety update – weekly checks all in hand. 
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3550.  Highways Issues – Chair reminded parishioners they can report pot holes can be reported on NCC Report a 
Problem Website.  Watton Road, even though we have had sunshine and dry weather the road is still wet.  AP 
Clerk to report again.  Also identified by George Freeman’s Norfolk Flood Partnership. 
Cllr Belo mentioned Speedwatch Group advertised on Facebook and community page, with 7 volunteers so 
progress is in hand. 

3551.  To grant permission for Drynkkings to take place on The Green – 7 in favour/1 abstention - no objections. 
3552.  To appoint internal auditor – SCS Accounting – unanimous. 
3553.  To discuss flooding on Footpath FP10, alongside Jackson’s Garage – AP Clerk to contact NCC Highways. 
3554.  To discuss security for Swan Lane allotment site and/or budget. – Cllr Shelley declared an interest but gave 

over view of the raid on the allotment sites.  Cllr Smith chaired item.  Bollards at entrances with keys for tenants 
(approx. £500), CCTV with sim card (approx. £245 each with sim card).  Cllr Hewett proposed both measures.  
Vote 6 in favour/1 abstention.   

3555.  To agree, in principle, installing electricity point onto The Green – agreed unanimous AP Clerk to get quotes 
for other works. 

3556.  To discuss trees on The Green – AP Clerk to get quotes. 
3557.  To discuss works to clear foliage from Heritage Centre – quote approved - unanimous. 
3558.  To discuss clean of cemetery benches – quote approved - unanimous. 
3559.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3560.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Smith – Notices for Shipdham News. 
Cllr Hewett – information and invitations for the Local Plan meetings as they come in. 
 

3561.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note next SNAP meeting Wednesday 23rd April at Bullock Park, Shipdham 6.30pm – noted. 
To note approval of Rudling inscription application by majority email vote – noted. 
To note various temporary traffic regulation orders in and around village – noted. 
To note update from NALC – noted. 
To note correspondence and slides from Cllr Sam Chapman-Allen re Devolution & Local Government 
Reorganisation – noted. 
To note NALC Devolution Consultation closes 13th April – noted. 
Invite to Councillors from Ashill Paish Council to attend High Grove Opposition Group regarding 
proposed solar farms.  Meeting on 18th March 7pm, Community Centre, Ashill – noted. 
To note thank you email from Meeting Point, Dereham – noted. 
To note Breckland Community Network Workshop invite on Friday 21st March 10am-2pm at Elizabeth 
House – noted. 
To note approval of greenhouse request at Dereham Road allotments by majority email vote – noted. 

3562.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda – update re Bullock Park Expansion Project. 

3563.  To confirm date and venue of next Parish Meeting – 14th April 2025 following the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
at WI Hall. 

 

Meeting closed 8.45pm 

 
 

 

mailto:clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk

