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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
11th August 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Cramp, Cross, Feerick, Smith, District Cllr Turner & Clerk: June Smith 
8 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Item in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
11/08/2025 

 
3677.  Apologies for absence - Cllrs Chaplin, Holman, District Cllr Hewett & County Cllr Connolly Absent: Cllr 

Chubbock 
3678.  Declarations of Interest and to consider any requests for dispensations – none. 
3679.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate 

record and signed by the Chair - unanimous from those present. 
3680.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Request for current expenditure to date re relocation of Bowls Club.  AP Clerk to put on website. 
Drone flying over field at high speed, Dereham Road – requested parishioner to create log and send to Police. 
 

3681.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – as per Clerk’s report. 
3682.  Chairman’s Actions – Church clock is now working.  24th July incident on Market Street with youths racing cars 

and hit speed sign, BDC cleared broken glass and NCC will reinstate as soon as possible.  Youth was caught 
by Police. 

3683.  District Councillor Report.  Breckland District Councillors Report for August 2025 – report on website.  

 

Technically the Council is in recess for August – however day to day business is carrying on including 
licensing hearings and planning committee meetings. 
Local Plan – work continues on this for Breckland, however with the number of houses imposed on 
Breckland by the Government, there will be a large impact on communities. 
Devo and LGR – a meeting was held at Dereham Memorial Hall, which Helen, Paul Belo and I attended – 
total number of attendees was 20!  Question and answer session was useful. The Government will decide in 
September whether one, two or three authorities in Norfolk will be appointed under the strategic authority for 
Norfolk and Suffolk.  The timetable still shows the Mayoral election for May next year. 
Solar sites – the numbers of proposed sites continues to grow in Breckland and Norfolk, and a team lead by 
MPs George Freeman and Terry Jermy are working with local parishes, and residents to ensure the most 
positive outcome.  The planning application for a solar farm and battery station for Shipdham has now been 
submitted to Breckland Council and will be heard by the planning committee in the fullness of time. 
Domestic Food Waste – will be mandatory for the District Council to provide this service from April 2026. 
Migrant Housing – despite the media hype, there are no plans from the Home Office to use The Vibe Hotel in 
Watton to house migrants – indeed it is being refurbished to continue as a hotel. 
Avian Flu – area around Shropham has DEFRA warning red signs of outbreak. 
Otterwood Kennels – this site and any planning applications/enforcements come under Saham Toney Ward, 
and Cllr Helen Crane – though Shipdham and other adjoining parishes will be kept updated. 
Grants – there are still a number of grants available to groups and individuals – please see website for full 
details and eligibility. 

Always happy to take questions or comments (though may be on leave so may not respond immediately). 
 

3684.  County Councillor Report – to be placed on website once received. 
3685.  Routine Finance 

 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/08/2025 Clerk Wages £1,331.37 

15/08/2025 Clerk Expenses £118.90 

01/08/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/08/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/08/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

25/07/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Materials for fence repairs £4.99 

27/07/2025 TPI Security Installation of CCTV  £822.00 

21/07/2025 Plandescil Ltd Flood risk Assessment Land off 
Fieldfare Loke 

£2.988.00 
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04/08/2025 BDC Planning application for Fieldfare Loke £1,849.00 
 

04/08/2025 BDC Planning application for Bullock Park 
bowls green 

£379.00 

04/08/2025 UK Power 
Networks 

Electricity supply for The Green £2,541.60 

07/08/2025 Parishioner Allotment Judging £25.00 

06/08/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Timber for cemetery bench repair £75.46 

08/08/2025 Post Office Postage  £3.64 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payment approved – unanimous. 

04/08/2025 100Green July Street Lighting £804.18 

12/07/2025 BT Bill £47.41 

06/08/2025 Octopus WI Electric July £37.88 

03/08/2025 EDF WI Gas July £15.57 

23/07/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £21.44 

15/07/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/07/2025 BDC HC Rates £90.00 

10/07/2025 HMRC PAYE & NIC Periods 1/2/3 £769.71 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/07/2025.  Noted and signed by the Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£5,464.92 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£28,933.57 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21.341.90 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£6,807.97 

Total Balances held       
 

£69,873.49 

To note transfer of £10,000 from Savers to Community account – not reflected above. 
 

3686.  To note Quarter 1 budget report – noted. 
3687.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda. 
Planning Applications 

PL/2025/0785/HOU Demolition of existing dilapidated garage at rear of property and replacement 
with an outbuilding (garden room/storage). 
5 Mill Road Estate, Shipdham 
No objections. 

PL/2025/1086/FMIN Forming new agricultural access to Dereham Road for existing grain store. 
Hedges Farm, Dereham Road, Shipdham. 
No objections. 

PL/2025/1138/HOU Demolition of rear extension, construction of two storey side extension 
and internal refurbishment. 
Grange Farm Cottage, Shipdham 
No objections. 

  
 Planning Decisions - none 

 Planning Appeals – none. 
3688.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3689.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – Tea In Park 1-6pm 24th August – approx. 22 various 
music/stalls/food/beer tent/crafts. 

b) Health & Safety update – checks all in hand. 
3690.  To consider grant application from Shipdham Bowls Club – discussion took place.  2 in favour/3 against.  Not 

approved.  Noted Bowls Club had not yet signed lease.  AP Clerk to contact Bowls Club. 
3691.  To consider Parish Partnership Scheme – noted the waiting restrictions outside Shipdham Stores will not be 

considered under the scheme. 
3692.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
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3693.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 
 
Cllrs Paul Belo – Speedwatch group training set for 6 people on 2nd September at Paul Belo’s.  Next step 
putting it into practice, PC Austin Clark will be present at first time.   
Camera on allotments is not quite 360 degrees due to pole.  Sweeping movement. 
The Devo & LGR meeting was very informative.  BDC did not overspend budget but other Councils such as 
Norwich City Council had overspent with a combined overspend of 207million.  Once merged due to devolution 
we will be giving and not taking.  District Cllr Lynda Turner confirmed that once amalgamated, all assets to be 
put in pot and shared to the combined authority.  When council tax harmonisation happens, our tax will go up.  
Preferred way forward from Breckland point of view would be a 3 authority, with Breckland merging with Kings 
Lynn and West Norfolk, who share various contracts.  Cllr Lynda Turner said they would keep everyone 
informed as and when information comes through. 
 
Cllr Feerick – Old coal yard, overgrown area to front of buildings – AP Clerk to chase the owners for clearance. 
 
Cllr Cramp – attended the DEVO & LGR meeting and agreed with District Cllr Turner & Cllr Belo’s comments. 
 

3694.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda – noted. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note next SNAP meeting on 22nd October at Scarning Village Hall 6.30pm – noted. 
To note tree survey to be carried out on 27th August 2025 – noted. 
To note receipt of wayleaves for electricity supply to The Green – noted. 
 

3695.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. 

3696.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 8th September 2025 7.30pm.  Cllr Lynda Turner sends 
apologies for next month. 

 
3697.  To consider excluding the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 

S1 because their presence would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature.  To 
review correspondence from complainant. 

 

Updated Councillors – Acknowledge letter, Parish Council does not accept complaint.  Communication by 

letter going forward. Reinstating the restriction to the Council.  Revisit in 12 months time. 

Meeting closed 8.45pm:   

 


