
SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.comTel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
12th June 2023 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Cramp, Feerick, Smith, Turner & Clerk: June Smith 
6 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm 

Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

J Smith Parish Clerk 
12/06/2023 

 
2997.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cross & Hewett. 
2998.  Declarations of Interest – Cllr Belo re Letton Road, dispensation to speak agreed unanimously.  Cllrs Chaplin, 

Shelley and Smith re allotments, dispensations to speak agreed unanimously. 
2999.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2023 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate 

record and signed by the Chair – unanimous. 
3000.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points, few quotes and highways meeting outstanding. 
3001.  Chairman’s Actions – recognise huge effort in village regarding the yard sale. 
3002.  District Councillor Report – Inspiring Communities for vulnerable people won a national award.  “Alexa” 

technology now has BDC bin collection dates. 
3003.  County Councillor Report – no report. 
3004.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Statement from the Bullock Park Chair was read out regarding individuals or an individual in the village who 
has taken the ambition or expansion of Bullock Park as an excuse to make personal attacks.  Since the 
Bullock Park AGM, various personal attacks against his family and business have continued and accusations 
made against his wife’s professionalism.  The village relies on volunteers to run the village and its amenities 
including the Parish Council.   
The Chair read out a response saying it was disheartening to hear of these attacks and the attitude of a very 
small group of individuals, by no means the voice of the majority, both on social media and in direct 
communications is nothing short of bullying.  She went onto say that the Parish Council fully supports the 
Bullock Park Chair and Management Committee and recognises the enormous effort and dedication that they 
provide to make Bullock Park the best it can be for the growing village. 
 
Bell Pit Way name – developers went to school and children chose names which BDC approved. 
 
Planning application 3PL/2023/0526/F.  Exceeded quota, outside settlement boundary HOU03, Norfolk 
highways restricted visibility. 
 
24th June Twinning Association have wine tasting at community centre 3-5pm. 
 
Footpath at Fen Folgate – Clerk has already written to landowner. 
 
 

3005.  Routine Finance 
To agree the following payments by cheque.  Payments approved unanimous. 

15/06/2023 Clerk Wages £1143.44 

15/06/2023 HMRC PAYE & NIC £104.21 

01/06/2023 Clerk Expenses  £127.61 

01/06/2023 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/06/2023 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

01/06/2023 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

24/05/2023 Larwood Farms Works in Churchyard £528.00 

01/06/2023 George Tufts & 
Son 

Post mix for flagpole £111.24 

30/05/2023 Spire Solicitor’s fees £480.00 

27/10/2022 Ashill Fire 
Protection Ltd 

Fire extinguisher in Heritage Centre £72.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved unanimous. 

03/06/2023 Npower May Street Lighting £269.21 

15/05/2023 BT Bill £39.58 

19/05/2023 Opus Energy WI Electric Apr/May £26.04 

19/05/2023 Opus Energy WI Gas Apr/May £29.05 

mailto:clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com


SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.comTel: 01760 440953 

Credit on account -£180.96 

15/05/2023 BDC Rates £195.00 

03/06/2023 Wave WI Hall water estimated £94.11 

03/06/2023 Wave Standpipe, The Green water estimated £14.88 

03/06/2023 Wave Dereham Road allotments water 
estimated 

£328.67 

03/06/2023 Wave Watton Road allotments water 
estimated 

£14.88 

03/06/2023 Wave Cemetery water estimated £18.34 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/05/2023 – noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£64,724.11 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£6,025.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£2,802.52 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£17,253.24 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£9,139.95 

Total Balances held       
 

£99,944.95 

 
 

3006.  To consider moving £40,000 to saver account – approved unanimous. AP Clerk to move monies. 
3007.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda 
 
Planning Applications 

3PL/2023/0488/HOU Proposed alterations and extension to existing conservatory 
13 Mill Road Estate, Shipdham 
No objections. 
 

3PL/2023/0486/HOU Raising of roof height to create new first floor with front dormers and two 
storey rear addition and front porch extension. 
25 Eastgate, Shipdham 
No objections. 
 

3PL/2023/0538/D Reserved matters application (appearance, landscaping, layout and 
scale) for the erection of 29 dwellings, with associated infrastructure 
including the discharge of conditions 5 (landscaping), 14 (Footpath 
Barrier), 22 (Bat Survey) and 24 (Ecological Management Plan) of outline 
consent 3PL/2019/1056/O 
Land South of Chapel Street. 
Cllr Turner & Smith had meeting with Breckland Bridge - Covenants on 
land will need to be adhered to.  Disappointing no single properties. 
Parking.  Breckland Bridge to investigate these points. 
No objections 
 

3PL/2023/0526/F Conversion of existing barn to two bed single storey residential unit and 
new two bay cart shed. 
Bridleways, Church Lane. 
Objection on the grounds of exceeded quota, outside settlement boundary 
HOU03, Highways restricted visibility. 
 
 

 

 Planning Decisions  

3PL/2023/0377/F Demolition of the remainder of the former Control Tower and replaced 
with a new building designed to replicate the original building, complete 
with windows, external walk ways and balustrading. 
Shipdham Airfield Industrial Estate, Mile Road 
APPROVED 

3PL/2023/0304/F New private dwelling – retrospective 
Crowhill Annexe, Watton Road 
WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT 

 

 Planning Appeals – none – noted. 
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 Planning Applications referred to Planning Committee – none – noted. 
3008.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3009.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from BPMC – AGM was held on 24th May.  Confirmation of statement read from BPMC Chair 
regarding Park Highatt ashes buried under copper beech tree as per “A Journey Through Time” book and 
Minutes of 1951. 

b) Health & Safety update - weekly assessments completed.   
3010.  Highways Issues – Tree overgrown at the flashing school speed limit sign.  AP Clerk to write to resident. 
3011.  To discuss parking around The Green – Large number of commercial vehicles parking, access issues.  Bike 

rack within first two spaces would allow visibility – AP Clerk to investigate bike rack and write again to residents 
and house regarding bins.  AP Clerk to try and arrange visit from Education Officer from fire brigade. 

3012.  To consider Owen memorial application – approved unanimous. AP Clerk to approve 
3013.  To appoint NALC Representative – Cllr Chaplin unanimous. AP Clerk to inform NALC. 
3014.  To discuss Letton Road lighting. DOI Cllr Belo.  AP Clerk to contact developer for reinstating the lighting.  AP 

to check the length of usage for solar and ongoing maintenance costs.  AP Clerk to organise meeting with 
highways. 

3015.  To approve WI Hall waste contract – approved unanimous. AP Clerk to approve. 
3016.  To consider permission for allotment holder to place a shed on plot 34A – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to 

approve. 
3017.  To discuss allotment issues. DOI Cllr Chaplin, Shelley and Smith.  Health & Safety clause has been on tenancy 

since 2007.  Sprinkler ban, map.  Propose holding an allotment meeting. AP Clerk to organise meeting. 
3018.  To discuss recording of Parish meetings – AP Clerk to investigate technology for audio recording. 
3019.  To consider allowing Shipdham Manor Care Home to place an advertising board for their fete on 12 th August 

at either end of the village – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3020.  To consider NCC Electric Vehicle charging scheme – AP Clerk to put forward to Threeways Garage as no 

appropriate site to host with electricity. AP Cllr Shelley to put on social media and in Shipdham News to 
welcome anyone to host. 

3021.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3022.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Turner – Facts sheet page within Shipdham News to cover facts about costs and how to report issues.  AP 
Cllr Turner to put together. 
 
Cllr Smith – 2 x Dog bins at Pound Green Close footpath entrance. AP Clerk to ask Serco to place bin in Old 
Coal Yard development when appropriate.   AP Clerk to ask BDC for glutton to clear footpath Pound Green 
Close, from cuttings. 
 
 

3023.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy. 
To note various updates from NALC. 
Approved Evennett memorial application by majority email vote. 
To note Chapel Street, Shipdham double yellow lines traffic regulation order approved. 
To note Priority Setting meeting for Watton is on Wednesday 26th July 7pm at Watton Town Council Chambers 
and online via Teams – email EOBreckland@norfolk.police.uk for link. 
 
 

3024.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. Letton Road, Communication & Social Media Policy. 

3025.  To confirm the next meeting of the Parish will take place on Monday 10th July 2023. 
3026.  Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies Act 1960, it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature of 

the business to be transacted, the Press and Public leave the meeting during the consideration of Parishioners 
correspondence. 
 
Email Parishioner 
 
Meeting closed 9.45pm 
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