
SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
12th May 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Chubbock, Cramp, Cross, Smith, District Cllr Turner & Clerk: June Smith. 
10 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Item in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
12/05/2025 

 
3591.  Election of Chairman and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office – Cllr Sam Shelley elected – unanimous 

and signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
3592.  Election of Vice-Chairman – Cllr Simon Smith elected – unanimous. 
3593.  Apologies for absence; Cllrs Belo, Chaplin, Feerick, Hewett & Holman.  County Cllr Ed Connolly. 
3594.  Declarations of Interest and to consider any requests for dispensations – none. 
3595.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate 

record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present. 
3596.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
No questions. 
 

3597.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – in hand. 
3598.  Chairman’s Actions – 8th May VE Day celebration at Bullock Park, had really good turn out and lit the beacon.  

Request from Gillian who cares for the planters on The Green, these are past their best and requests 
replacement planters at a cost of £45.00 each plus compost, agreed unanimously to purchase 4 planters AP 
Chair to action.   

3599.  District Councillor Report – There is a new round of Household Support grants available from Breckland 
Council.  Please see website for eligibility and process of application 
 
Please keep your eyes and ears out for consultations on The Local Plan, Devolution and Local Government 
Reorganisation, and the forthcoming planning application for battery storage/substation/solar panels at 
Shipdham Airfield.  This application, unlike RWE proposals, will be heard by Breckland Council as the local 
planning authority, rather than decided by the Secretary of State, so we will have a lot more opportunity to be 

heard as a community. 

Shipdham will be invited along with other neighbouring parishes to a series of meetings with Breckland, to 
debate and hopefully agree where (not if), new housing can be accommodated within this area. This is a 
result of the Government increasing housing numbers by 43% - it is vital local people have their say to 
ensure new housing is fit for purpose and in the right location. 

Please remember all council and committee meetings are open to the public, and are streamed out live via 
You Tube.  

3600.  County Councillor Report – report on website. 
3601.  Routine Finance 

 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/05/2025 Clerk Wages £1,302.53 

15/05/2025 Clerk Expenses £127.03 

01/05/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/05/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/05/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

22/04/2025 WI Hall Room Hire £225.00 

23/04/2025 Bullock Park SNAP meeting room hire £17.00 

31/03/2025 Clayland 
Architects 

50% of remaining invoice for works at 
new bowls area 

£1,560.00 

31/03/2025 Clayland 
Architects 

50% of remaining invoice for works at 
Field Fare Loke 

£2,047.50 

23/04/2025 Cartridge Save 4 Inks multipack £37.74 

01/05/2025 Glason Bin for The Green 
Poo Bags for Bullock Park 

£255.10 

02/09/2025 Green Heat UK WI Hall Boiler service/Gas certificate £96.00 
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30/04/2025 TTSR Ltd Grounds Maintenance invoice 1 £3,239.93 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved unanimous. 

03/05/2025 100Green April Street Lighting £441.19 

15/04/2025 BT Bill £47.41 

06/05/2025 Octopus WI Electric April £31.40 

03/05/2025 EDF WI Gas April £32.17 

23/04/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £15.95 

15/04/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £191.10 

15/04/2025 BDC HC Rates £90.54 

25/04/2025 HMRC PAYE & NIC Periods 10/11/12  £630.08 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 30/04/2025 – noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£35,964.41 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£28,827.20 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,271.24 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£7,970.50 

Total Balances held       
 

£101,358.48 

To note figures above include first precept instalment of £40,031.50. 
To note figures above include land rental income of £2,205.00 
 

 

3602.  To receive and note Quarter 4 Budget report – noted. 
3603.  To receive and sign the following papers in preparation for internal and external auditors: 

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 – noted and signed by Chair and Clerk 
Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2024/25 – noted and signed by Chair and RFO. 

3604.  To confirm the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights will commence on 3rd June and end on 14th 
July 2025 – noted. 

3605.  To review inventory of assets – noted – AP Clerk to get up to date valuations. 
3606.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda. 
Planning Applications– none received 

 Planning Decisions - none 
 Planning Appeals – none. 

 
3607.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3608.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee. 
b) Health & Safety update – skate ramp rivets done – fencing in front of pavilion removed to lessen pinch 

point.   
c) To note Annual General Meeting on 14th May 2025 7pm, Bullock Park Pavilion open to public – noted. 

3609.  Highways Issues – no issues. 
3610.  Set Steering Group for Solar Farm/Battery Farm – Cllr Feerick to Chair steering group – invite for parishioners 

to join group and to get more feedback as planning will be submitted end of May. Facebook pole 47% in favour, 
31% against.  AP Clerk to put dates on website. 
Dates of RWE High Grove Solar Farm meetings; 
Friday 9th May 2pm - 6.30pm Necton Community Centre 
Saturday 10th May 10am – 3pm Ashill Community Centre 
Saturday 17th May 1-5pm Sporle Village Hall 
Tuesday 20th May 1-6pm Wendling Village Hall 
Wednesday 21st May 2-7pm Swaffham Town Hall 
Thursday 22nd May 2-7pm Bradenham Village Hall 
Thursday 29th May 1-7pm Letton Hall, Shipdham 
Friday 30th May 10am – 3pm Scarning Village Hall 
Tuesday 3rd June 6-7pm Online webinar 

3611.  To consider permission for usage of The Green for garden spoil – item WITHDRAWN. 
3612.  To consider quote to raise crowns and remove dead wood from trees on The Green – unanimous AP Clerk to 

do planning application. 
3613.  To discuss quote for hearing loop – loop in session working so item WITHDRAWN 
3614.  To consider Shipdham Preschool grant application.- agreed unanimous. 
3615.  To review Parish Council Representatives on: 
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a) Bullock Park Management Committee – Cllr Shelley & Cllr Feerick – noted. 
b) Fuel Allotment & Towns Estate Charity – Sue Dewing & Carole Playford – noted. 
c) Thomas Bullock Trust - Cllr Shelley & Kate Aldridge – noted. 

3616.  To note following policies have been reviewed – all reviews noted. 
a) Standing Orders 
b) Financial Regulations 
c) Complaints Procedure 
d) Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Data Protections Act 2018 procedures 
e) Policy for Dealing with unreasonably persistent complaints, unacceptable parishioner behaviour and 

vexatious requests. 
3617.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3618.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Chubbock – Bullock Park applications. Cllr Shelley, Clerk & P Chubbock had meeting with architects at 
Bullock Park to finalise the position of bowls green which will be on current Bullock Park area.  Awaiting nutrient 
neutrality and net biodiversity reports to come in and then applications to BDC to be submitted, hopefully by 
the end of June.   
 

3619.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy - noted. 
To note NCC questionnaire regarding future shape of local government in the country ends 20 th May and can 
be found at www.norfolk.gov.uk/lgefeedback - noted. 
To note purchase of new dog bin for The Green by majority email vote – noted.  Now in place. 
To note Thomas Bullock Church of England Academy Ofsted report, result judged “Outstanding in all areas” – 
noted. Chair congratulated Thomas Bullock Church of England Academy. 
To note email regarding Norfolk Nutrient Mitigation Fund – noted. 
To note Local Plan Update meeting to be held 20th May 7pm, either in person or online – noted. 

3620.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. 

3621.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 9th June 2025 
 

Meeting closed 7.51pm 
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