
SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
13th January 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Chubbock, Cross, Feerick, Hewett, Smith & Clerk: June Smith 
12 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
13/01/2025 

 
Chair wished everyone a happy new year. 
 

3486.  Apologies for absence – Cllr Cramp & County Cllr Connolly. 
3487.  To note the resignation of Cllr Turner – noted.  Chair formally thanked Cllr Turner for all her hard work.  Cllr 

Hewett reminded everyone, Cllr Turner single handedly manned the parish mobile phone for a year during 
Covid and again thanked her for her work for the village.   

3488.  Declarations of Interest – none. 
3489.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 9thDecember 2024 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present. 
3490.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes, unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting 
and a member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
Questions included: 2010 Disability Act – AP Clerk to seek legal advice and reply in writing. 
Footpath – Parklands Avenue footpath surface following Cadent works and fencing around stream broken.  AP 
Clerk To report. 
Questionnaire – survey re amenities.  AP Clerk to put on agenda. 
 
Meeting resumed. 
 

3491.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – getting quotes or in hand. 
3492.  Chairman’s Actions – Chair wished everyone a Happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.  Council had tree   

at the All Saints festival and Cllrs attended several events.  Following collaboration with the Community hub, 
who would not light the trees at the front of The Green this year, the Council gave a donation to Dementia UK 
and took over responsibility for both the Christmas Tree and trees on The Green.  Chair thanked Community 
Hub for their actions throughout the years in making The Green and attractive environment.  Chair thanked 
those who helped raise and decorate the tree and to Carole & Richard Playford for providing the electricity for 
lights.  Electrification of Church clock being switched on, but without hourly chime and waiting information from 
Church, costs was shared with the Church with the Council paying 65%. 

3493.  District Councillor Report – Cllr Hewett – SWEP protocol has been in place, as temperature falls below freezing 
for the last 7 days – over a dozen homeless residents offered temporary accommodation.   Bill for BDC for the 
temporary accommodation provision (a statutory service) is now in excess of £2million pounds each year.  
Warm Packs provided to Church for anyone wanting one – please alert your neighbours.   
Cabinet approved first stage of budget and precept setting for 2025/26: suggested increase in band D property 
precept by £4.95 a year, if approved.   
Devolution and Local Government Review (LGR) – devolution is an accountability concept whereby appointing 
a mayor leads to a single representative point of contact for an area.  LGR is a financial measure seeking to 
address the number of levels of Government: the two are different but hard to have one without the other.  
Norfolk currently has a 2-tier authority (County and District): the LGR plans to remove one layer to streamline 
and simplify government processes.  The County (NCC) wrote to the Secretary of State last week to be 
considered for “first wave” of devolution and/or LGR.  If the Secretary of State responds negatively, NCC will 
hold elections that will take place in April-May this year: pending this, elections for County have been deferred.  
If devolution happens, Norfolk’s 7 district councils will disappear and a Super Council will appear in place, 
perhaps with a Mayor to boot.   
New local plan, new housing targets increased from 600 to over 900 houses a year. Shipdham had no “new” 
allocation under the current plan (new developments already agreed); but the New Plan will change this and 
introduce targeted new developments in the village.  Essentially the new Local Plan will reduce the number of 
service centres (Shipdham remains one), but will increase the number of new houses that go into them.  We 
will share information and numbers as soon as it is known.   
Parking consultation – consultation process has stopped: will take some time to view all the responses.  The 
budgeted precept assumes that some form of car park charging provision will come into place in 2025/26. 
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3494.  County Councillor Report - report on website. 
3495.  Routine Finance 

To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/01/2025 Clerk Wages £1389.04 

15/01/2025 Clerk Expenses  £152.54 

02/01/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

02/01/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

02/01/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

15/12/2024 James Bayliss Allotment Pest Control £101.70 

05/12/2024 M J Bayliss WI Hall water heater £175.04 

06/01/2025 Ravencroft Memorial Tree Survey £390.00 

06/12/2024 Smith & Derby Church clock repairs £5034.48 

07/01/2024 All Saints 
Church 

Refund of deposit monies paid re 
Church Clock above 35% split agreed 
in July 2024. 

£632.47 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D. Payments approved – unanimous. 

03/01/2024 100Green December Street Lighting £453.20 

15/12/2024 BT Bill £44.34 

06/01/2024 Octopus WI Electric December £35.38 

25/12/2024 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £26.05 

15/12/2024 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/12/2024 BDC  HC Rates £121.00 

02/01/2025 EDF WI Gas December £61.72 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/12/2024.  Signed and dated by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£24,675.90 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£38,690.35 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,196.27 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£8,286.10 

Total Balances held       
 

£100,173.75 

 
 

3496.  To review revised budget for 2025/26 and confirm precept request – raised salary costs with an increase of 
£13.50 per band D.  Approved unanimous – AP Clerk to request precept. 

3497.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 
preparation of the agenda - all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below 
 
Planning Applications– none. 

 Planning Decisions – none. 
 Planning Appeals - none. 

3498.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3499.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – burst pipe in roof space has been resolved. 
b) Health & Safety update – weekly checks all up to date. 

3500.  Highways Issues – none. 
3501.  Policy Reviews 

a) Complaint procedure – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to adopt. 
b) Policy for Dealing with unreasonably persistent complaints, unacceptable parishioner behaviour and 

vexatious requests – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to adopt. 
c) Freedom of Information and Environmental Information Policy – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to 

adopt. 
d) Standing Orders – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to adopt. 
e) Financial Regulations – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to adopt.  Cllrs thanked Chair for her time. 

3502.  To discuss purchasing drainage pipes for Herne Lane, landowner will lay – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to 
approve. 

3503.  To consider Aram memorial application – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approved. 
3504.  To set steering group regarding Christmas celebrations – Cllrs Cross, Feerick & Belo.  Reach out on social 

media for support. 
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3505.  To approve changing streetlight Col 28 Letton Road to LED – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3506.  Nominate new signatory on bank mandate – Cllr Chaplin. AP Clerk to initiate  
3507.  To consider quotes for Heritage Centre roof repairs - adjourn for like for like.   
3508.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3509.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Belo – Update on surface water charges, Chair mentioned that other villages had picked up on it and MP 
George Freeman has made it public. 
Cllr Feerick – gravel on pathways in church and cemetery.  AP Clerk to review. 
Cllr Smith – Attended BDC car parking meeting/workshop. – taking considerations from all Cllrs in attendance.  
Chair thanked Cllr Smith for attending on behalf of Parish Council. 
 

3510.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note bank interest rates have decreased by 0.05% to 1.35% as from 1st March 2025 – noted. 
To note email from Breckland regarding new housing targets have been confirmed – noted. 
To note letter of thanks from Dementia UK for donation – noted. 
To note BDC Warm Packs now available from Shipdham Church.  Packs include hot water bottles, 
thermal hats, gloves and socks – noted. 
To note Mill Road closure at Townshend Place junction from 13th – 16th January 2025 – noted. 
 

3511.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda.  Interest rates - AP Cllr Belo to investigate. Village survey. AP 
Cllr Belo to speak with PC Clarke re meeting with highways on Letton Road.  

3512.  To confirm date and venue of next Parish Meeting – 10th February 2025 7.30pm WI Hall. 
 
Meeting closed 8.26pm.  
 

mailto:clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk

