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Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
13th October 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chubbock, Cross, Feerick, Holman, Smith, District Cllr Turner & Clerk: 
June Smith 

16 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 
 

Item in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
13/10/2025 

 
3721.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Chaplin, Cramp, District Cllr Hewett & County Cllr Connolly. 
3722.  Declarations of Interest and to consider any requests for dispensations – none. 
3723.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 8th September 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record and signed by the Chair - unanimous from those present. 
3724.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Meeting paused. Comments included: 
Parishioner requested permission from Police to purchase and place cones from Watery Lane to school to stop 
parking. AP Cllr Turner to ask at SNAP meeting. 
Brambles near school.  AP Clerk to contact landowner again. 
Land Swap costs. 
Meeting resumed. 

3725.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – as per Clerk’s report. 
3726.  Chairman’s Actions – Noted cobble stones removed from pathway in front of bungalows at Pound Green Close 

by Norfolk County Council.  Chase NCC highways regarding speed monitor reinstated at entrance to village. 
AP Clerk. 

3727.  District Councillor Report – October 2025 report on website. 
 
RSPCA PawPrints Awards Breckland Council has won several awards in this year’s RSPCA PawPrints 
awards.  Our Animal Licensing Officer has won a special recognition award, the Council has won a Platinum 
Award for Stray Dog Services and Gold Award for Kennelling. 
Annual Revenues Partnership news – delighted that ARP have won a national industry award for 
excellence in partnership. 
 
Local Plan Update  The public consultation goes live from 31st October until 12th December. Please see 
details on Breckland website and the planning portal 
 
Return/reuse of walking aids  If you have walking aids (crutches, rollators, sticks etc) that you no long 
need, there is a scheme where you may take them to a recycling centre (no appointment needed) and then 
inmates from HMP Norwich will clean and refurbish them for reuse. 
 
Winter safety and Gritting Routes – Be Prepared  Lots of helpful information on both NCC and Breckland 
websites. 
 
Local Government Reorganisation  Breckland together with 5 other authorities have submitted a proposal 
for a three unitary authority scheme, backed by 7/9 local MPs, This is a cross party proposal, and we should 
hear outcome in late autumn. It is still proposed that elections for County take place next May, together with 
election for Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk. 
 
Bye-election results  Reform won the recent bye-election in Thetford Castle ward, so Breckland Council 
now has 5 Reform elected members. 
 
Age-Friendly Communities Survey  This is being undertaken to establish what matters most to older 
people across the District.  Please complete a form during your Parish Council meeting, and return to Lynda. 
 
SNAP October 22nd  Next meeting in Scarning Village Hall at 6.30pm where members of the public can 
discuss with local police and set priorities for action for next three months. Our SNAP area covers Scarning, 
Shipdham and Cranworth as well as Watton.  
 
Maui Taui Festival  Confirmed that this annual festival has moved from site in Gressenhall into another 
authority, however the site retains its entertainment licence so may well be used again in future. 
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3728.  County Councillor Report – no report as yet, will place on website once received. 
3729.  Routine Finance 

 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved - unanimous 

15/10/2025 Clerk Wages £1,396.05 

15/10/2025 Clerk Expenses £143.00 

01/10/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/10/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/10/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

10/09/2025 M Neave WI Hall Repairs £2,572.80 

08/09/2025 Ravencroft Tree 
Services Ltd 

Tree Risk Assessment £834.00 

10/09/2025 PKF External Audit Report £378.00 

16/09/2025 Post Office Postage £13.92 

15/09/2025 TT Jones 
Electrical 

Street Light Maintenance £289.55 

01/09/2025 J Gibb Honorarium  £130.00 

21/09/2025 J Bayliss Pest control in cemetery £174.00 

01/10/2025 Shipdham 
Twinning 
Association 

Grant monies £500.00 

18/09/2025 Ashill Fire 
Protection Ltd 

WI Hall annual service of fire 
equipment 

£80.40 

18/09/2025 Ashill Fire 
Protection Ltd 

Heritage Centre annual service of 
extinguisher 

£48.00 

03/09/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Materials for new tap at Watton Road 
allotments 

£40.99 

30/09/2025 Tiffey Valley Ltd Tree works on The Green and 
emergency work in Cemetery 

£1,080.00 

01/10/2025 Cllr Shelley Refund on GiffGaff sim for CCTV 
footage now on direct debit 

£30.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

04/10/2025 100Green September Street Lighting TBC 

12/09/2025 BT Bill £47.41 

06/09/2025 Octopus August WI Electric  £37.20 

06/10/2025 Octopus September WI Electric £37.35 

03/10/2025 EDF September WI Gas £33.96 

23/09/2025 British Gas September Heritage Centre electric £20.52 

15/10/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/10/2025 BDC HC Rates £90.00 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 30/09/2025.  Noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£37,202.91 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£19,017.99 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,412.74 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£3,757.43 

Total Balances held       
 

£88,716.20 

To note figures include precept of £40,031.50. 
 

3730.  To note receipt of the external auditor’s report and certificate – noted. 
3731.  To receive and note Quarter 2 Budget Report – noted. 
3732.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda. 
Planning Applications - none 

 Planning Decisions – none. 
 Planning Appeals – none. 

3733.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3734.  BPMC - To receive and note: 
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a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – nothing to report. 
b) Health & Safety update – checks all in hand. 

3735.  To consider costs regarding planning applications PL/2025/1177/FMIN, land off Fieldfare Loke and 
PL/2025/1190/MIN, bowling green at Bullock Park, going forward – budget in and approved unanimous AP 
Clerk. 

3736.  To consider supporting Norfolk Constabulary’s Operation Radium focused on tackling courier fraud – approved 
unanimous AP Clerk. 

3737.  To consider Shipdham Parish Council Facebook page, purely for communicating information out – approved 
unanimous AP Clerk. 

3738.  To consider allowing dogs on lead in the cemetery – approved with a 6 months trial period.  AP Clerk to change 
the policy and notices. 

3739.  To consider Christmas tree for The Green – same size as last year approved unanimous AP Clerk to Order. 
3740.  To consider Pummell inscription – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3741.  To adopt email disclaimer on all emails – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk and Councillors to adopt. Clerk to 

send out instructions. 
3742.  To consider Poppy Appeal donation - £200 donation agreed unanimous AP Clerk to pay. 
3743.  To discuss ransom strip – agree survey trees and try to establish ownership AP Clerk  
3744.  To consider memorial bench and inscription on The Green – approved unanimous AP Clerk to approve. 
3745.  To discuss and complete NCC flood management questionnaire – this was discussed at meeting.  Agreed (1) 

NCC should prioritise wider community options, (2) The Council invites communities to apply for PFR funding 
based on risk of flooding (3) All of above to be looked into equally. AP Clerk to submit answers. 

3746.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3747.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Feerick – Old Coal Yard, enforcement AP Cllr Hewett 
Christmas Tree lights switch on, Sunday 30th November at 5pm with drinks and food stall. 
Road closure at the church bends. AP Clerk has emailed TRO to establish details. 
Cllr Smith – Items for Shipdham news. 
Cllr Belo – Speedwatch group now has 7 members and will start monitoring as from next week.  Sites are 
Bradenham Road, by pedestrian crossing and Letton Road.  Speedwatch cannot be done while SAM2 monitors 
are up so will need to coincide with Cllr Smith.  Repaint the SLOW lineage on entrance of Letton Road. 
 

3748.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy - noted. 
To note next SNAP meeting on 22nd October at Scarning Village Hall 6.30pm – noted. 
To note updates on LGR from Norfolk County Council and Breckland Council – noted. 
To note Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Mill Road/Blackmoor Row junction 9.30 to 15.30 on 18 th 
October for BT works – noted. 
To note Breckland Council engagement sessions, 28th October and 3rd November – noted. 
To note NCC Shipdham Footpath 19a Creation Order re error on map at Parklands Footpath – noted. 
To note approved tree survey quotation by majority email vote – Paused – noted. 
To note approved land valuations quotation by majority email vote – noted. 
To note invitation to RAF Marham Employer Engagement Breakfast on 13th November 2025 - noted. 3 
Councillors attending. 
To note Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Woodrising Road 9.30 to 15.30 on 15th October for BT works 
- noted. 
To note Go East Anglia has been purchased by the Transport Made Simple Group, meaning the Konectbus 
will become part of the group – business will continue as usual – noted. 
To note retirement of James Bayliss, pest control – noted. 
CPRE The Great solar event 20th of November at Memorial Hall Dereham – noted. 

3749.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda – Council gazebo and paraphernalia for events. 

3750.  To confirm the next Parish Council Meeting will take place on 10th November 2025. 

 

Meeting closed 8.15pm 

 


