
SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
14th April 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Chubbock, Feerick, Hewett, Holman, Smith & Clerk: June Smith. 
20 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 8.55pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
14/04/2025 

3564.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Cramp/Cross & County Cllr Connolly. 
3565.  Declarations of Interest – none. 
3566.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate 

record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present 
3567.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes, unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting 
and a member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. 
 
Inc – Village Hall repair quotations AP Clerk to chase.  Bus stop outside Ivan Chubbock Garage AP P Hewett 
to raise. 
 

3568.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – in hand. 
3569.  Chairman’s Actions – Call from Parishioner who fell on cobbles on footpath at Pound Green Close – Highways 

looking into it. 
3570.  District Councillor Report – Parish Council will realise there were amended matters on Old School Playing Field 

– no work will commence on site for foreseeable future.  Parishioner asked if graves could be replaced before 
works commence.  AP P Hewett to enquire.  Coal yard site works to start soon. 

3571.  County Councillor Report – report on website. 
3572.  Routine Finance 

To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved - unanimous 

15/04/2025 Clerk Wages £1338.57 

15/04/2025 Clerk Expenses  £225.93 

01/04/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/04/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/04/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

13/03/2025 Larwood 
Farms 

Watton Road hedge trimming £120.00 

13/03/2025 Barriers Direct 3 x Security Barriers £564.44 
 

18/03/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Concrete for barrier placement at Swan 
Lane Allotments 

£49.44 

21/08/2025 J Smith Reimbursement for CCTV Camera £218.49 

21/08/2025 S Shelley Reimbursement for CCTV Camera 
(as only 1 purchase per customer) 

£218.49 

01/04/2025 M Lodge Installation of security barriers £60.00 

23/04/2025 All Saints 
Church 

Shipdham News advert £400.00 

28/03/2025 J Bayliss Pest Control £178.80 

12/04/2025 Z Nock Cleaning Cemetery benches & Heritage 
Centre tree clearing 

£320.00 

28/02/2025 Clayland 
Architects 

Revision to site scheme re land at 
Fieldfare Loke 

£4.095.00 

28/02/2025 Clayland 
Architects 

Preparation of planning application and 
management consultants re new bowls 
area, Bullock Park 

£3,120.00 

07/04/2025 NPTS Training Sessons £83.20 

04/04/202 BB Surveys 
Ltd 

Topographic Survey, Shipdham 
Bowls Club 

£1,170.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

03/04/2025 100Green March Street Lighting £451.40 

15/03/2025 BT Bill £44.34 

06/04/2025 Octopus March WI Hall Electric £34.68 
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25/03/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £15.95 

03/04/2025 EDF March WI Hall Gas  £46.28 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/03/2025 – noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£1,845.42 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£36,827.20 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,271.24 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£7.743.87 

Total Balances held       
 

£75,012.86 

To note transfer of £10,000 from Saver Account to Community Account, not reflected 
above. 

 

3573.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 
preparation of the agenda - all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below 
 
Planning Applications  

3PL/2025/0286/FMIN Erection of semi detached workers dwellings 
Land off King Row, Shipdham 
No objections  

PL/2025/0434/DCA Discharge of conditions 8, 15, 16, 20, 21 and 22 on planning 
permission 3PL/2022/1046/F 
Land to north of Chapel Street, Shipdham 
Noted. 

 

 Planning Decisions – none. 
 Planning Appeals 

APP/F2605/C/25/3361024 Alleged breach: Without planning permission the material change of 
use of the land from residential dwellinghouse to the mixed use of 
residential dwellinghouse and storage of nondomestic material and 
paraphernalia 
Land at Meadow View, 19 Letton Road, Shipdham 
Noted 

 

3574.  To discuss High Grove Solar farm and Shipdham Airfield Battery Farm  
a) Provide summary of the public consultation of Friday 11th April – Cllr Shelley gave an overview of 
meeting.  Setting up steering group within Parish Council and will invite members of public to join and to attend 
meetings etc. 
b) Representative to attend George Freeman meeting 25th April (TBC). 
c) Drop in meeting to be held at Bradenham village hall 22nd May 2025 2-7pm – noted. 

3575.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3576.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – VE Day 8th May 
b) Health & Safety update – checks up to date.  Fence panels at park will not be replaced due to complaints 

of mud on the footpath, posts will remain to stop vehicle access. 
c) To nominate Parish Council Representative to join Bullock Park Management Committee – nominated 

Patrick Feerick – unanimous. 
3577.  Bullock Park Expansion Project 

a) Approved topographical surveys by majority email vote – noted. 
b) Approved Ecology surveys by majority email vote – noted. 
c) Approved quote for Engineers ground tests requested as part of the Flood Risk Assessment and 

Drainage Strategy by majority email vote – noted. 
3578.  Highways Issues – Chair thanked parishioners who had filled pot hole.  Pavement outside Golden Dog 

damaged AP Clerk to report.  
3579.  To discuss churchyard resurfacing quotes – proposed quote 1 unanimous AP Clerk to initiate. 
3580.  To consider Curry memorial application – approved – unanimous AP Clerk to approve. 
3581.  To discuss street lighting contract – renew contract - unanimous. AP Clerk to renew. 
3582.  To discuss zig-zag lineage outside school – unanimous agreement that the proposed additional lines would 

have minimal to no impact on parking and would not reflect good use of funds required (£2000). 
3583.  To consider adoption of open space at Chapel Lane development - planning application 3PL/2022/1046/F – 

agreed not to adopt open space – unanimous AP Clerk to confirm.  
3584.  To consider apply for Penguin 90 Little Book Stops book swap – agreed AP Cllr Chaplin to do application. 
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3585.  To consider permission for usage of The Green for garden spoil – discussed and asked for timescale AP 
Clerk to go back to parishioner for clarification. 

3586.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3587.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only – no reports. 

 
3588.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 

To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note next SNAP meeting Wednesday 23rd April at Bullock Park, Shipdham 6.30pm – noted. 
To note update from Leader of Norfolk County Council on the Local Government Review in Norfolk - noted. 
To note Breckland members support plans to create three unitary councils, but reservations on process remain 
- noted. 
To note timeline for Breckland Local Plan can be found at https://www.breckland.gov.uk/local-plan-review - 

noted.  
To note Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan Inspectors Report available to view on NCC website – noted. 
To note BDC Call for Sites open to 28th April 2025 – noted. 
To note Devolution LGR PowerPoint presentation from NCC 
 

3589.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda – Steering group for the solar farm. 

3590.  To confirm date and venue of the Annual Parish Meeting – 12th May 2025 at WI Hall. 
 
Meeting closed 9.55pm 
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