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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
14th July 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Cramp, Cross, Feerick, Holman, Smith, District Cllr Turner, Clerk: June 
Smith & Mark Aitken 

13 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 
 

Item in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
14/07/2025 

 
3649.  Apologies for absence – Cllr Chaplin, District Cllr Hewett & County Cllr Connolly. Absent: Cllr Chubbock. 
3650.  To note the resignation of Councillor Paul Hewett from Parish Council. Publicly acknowledge his fantastic 

efforts on behalf of the Parish Council and Parishioners.  Cllr Hewett will remain our District Councillor. 
3651.  Declarations of Interest and to consider any requests for dispensations. 
3652.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th June 2025 – Typo in 3629 Food waste collection mandatory 

from April 2026 not April 2016.  The Minutes were then agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by 
the Chair - unanimous from those present. 

3653.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 
public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Included: Thank you for signs in churchyard.  Branches hanging over on left hand side in churchyard. AP Clerk 
to take a look.  Opposition to BDC names for coal yard.  Opportune time for Council to remind Cllrs of their 
obligations regarding the code of conduct and comments on social media. 
 

3654.  Update from Thomas Bullock Primary Academy – no report.   
3655.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – as per Clerks report.  Clerk confirmed quote approved for 

WI Hall works which is pencilled in for later in the year.  Confirmed only the area up to the turning circle at 
churchyard had been replaced. 

3656.  Chairman’s Actions – ransom strip gate repairs, CCTV cameras going up on Swan Lane allotment site. 
3657.  District Councillor Report – Breckland District Councillors Report for July 2025 - Report on website. 

Breckland Council’s chairman for this year is Cllr Samantha Taylor. Following her appointment, Councillor 
Taylor announced the two charities that she will fundraise for during her term. Nelson’s Journey, which supports 
children and young people in Norfolk who have experienced the death of a loved one, and Chapel Green 
School in Old Buckenham, a school for children with special needs. The Vice-Chairman is Cllr Nigel Wilkin. 
Local Plan – consultation continues with parishes following the call for sites, and the Government’s new targets 
for housing provision. This will directly impact the number of houses imposed in Breckland and where they will 
be.  
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation – services will change and affect every resident. Please do 
respond to the survey at futurenorfolk.com where residents can have their say.  
Solar farms – work continues with all parishes affected to achieve constructive mitigation for those sites whose 
future will be decided by the Secretary of State. The planning application for a solar farm and battery storage 
site at Park Farm, Birds Corner, Shipdham, has been validated by Breckland Council and will be discussed 
later.  The application has been called in by Cllrs Hewett and Turner, so that a fair hearing can be held (this 
has since been confirmed) Council unanimously passed a motion on 10th July to Save our Countryside – a 
plea to Government to enable an equitable balance between the need for renewable energy and the landscape, 
history and beauty of Breckland and Norfolk, together with the impact on tourism, business and agriculture. 
The EDP published the full article on 1th July – should you wish to read it.  
Commercial Food Waste Collection – a much bigger uptake of this service than expected – which is good 
news.  
Domestic Food Waste Collection – will be mandatory from April 2026, - further details to follow.  
Emergency Housing – another 15 temporary housing units have been purchased by Breckland Council with a 
grant from the Government, releasing budgetary impact on having to provide emergency accommodation from 
the commercial sector.  
The Norfolk Police and Crime Commissioner, Sarah Taylor, attended the Overview and Scrutiny Commission, 
and is keen to hear from you all. You can sign up to her newsletter opccn@norfolk.police.uk or ring 01953 
424455. 
 

3658.  County Councillor Report - report on website. 
3659.  Routine Finance 

 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/07/2025 Clerk Wages £1,302.53 
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01/07/2025 Clerk Expenses £236.68 

01/07/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/07/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/07/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker & Bus Shelter 
Clean 

£160.00 

11/06/2025 Shipdham 
Spitfires 

Grant Monies £500.00 

16/06/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Post and Post Mix for ransom strip 
gate repairs 

£83.22 

11/06/2025 Breckland WI Hall waste collections £251.50 

17/06/2025 MW Surfacing Ground works within Churchyard £4,094.51 

22/06/2025 LogicRed Website domain £25.00 

21/06/2025 M Neave Repairs to Heritage Centre £8,010.00 

16/06/2025 Spire Interim bill Bowling Green Lease £1,297.20 

20/06/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Tap replacement at cemetery £8.99 

24/06/2025 SCS Accounting Internal Audit fee £240.00 

01/07/2025 W List Swan Lane ditch clearance £280.00 

02/07/2025 TPI Security Deposit for CCTV installation, Swan 
Lane 

£822.00 

14/07/2025 M Lodge Cemetery tap repairs and repairs to 
ransom strip gate 

£60.00 

01/07/2025 TTSR Ltd Quarter 2 grass maintenance 
invoice 

£3,239.93 

01/07/2025 NorfolkALC Gov.uk emails £126.00 

14/07/2025 J Gibb Bullock Park Health & Safety 
inspections 

£130.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

23/06/2025 100Green May Street Lighting £804.87 

04/07/2025 100Green June Street Lighting £782.99 

12/06/2025 BT Bill £47.41 

06/07/2025 Octopus WI Electric June £138.56 

03/07/2025 EDF WI Gas June £14.58 

23/06/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £20.45 

15/06/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/06/2025 BDC HC Rates £90.00 

09/06/2025 Wave Stand pipe, The Green water £18.19 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 30/06/2025 – noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£28,233.18 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£28,933.57 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,341.90 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£6,591.02 

Total Balances held       
 

£92,424.80 

 
 

3660.  To note receipt of Internal Audit Report – noted. 
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3661.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 
preparation of the agenda. 
Planning Applications 

PL/2025/0828/VAR Variation of condition 2 & 3 on pp 3PL/2023/0923/HOU – change approved 
external wall finish from brick to render. 
No objections. 

PL/2025/0904/FMAJ Construction and operation of a Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storge System 
(BESS), together with related infrastructure, access, drainage, landscaping and 
other associated works. 
Land at Park Farm, Birds Corner, Shipdham 
 
Mark Aitken, High Grove opposition group, addressed the Council and 
Parishioners.  BDC voted to protect our rural spaces.  District Cllrs Hewett & 
Turner have called the application in with BDC in the interests of all the 
residents.  BDC full planning committee will make the final decision.  Parish 
Council will have representation. 
 
This major application will have a long-term effect on the whole community of 
Shipdham both in its longevity and disruption during construction and ongoing 
operation.  Concerns have already been raised with the applicants regarding 
traffic, site access, fire safety, noise, air pollution etc. and whilst residents 
appreciate the need for renewable and alternative energy, they rightly would 
ask for positive mitigation and consideration should this application be granted.  
 

  
 Planning Decisions – none – noted. 

 Planning Appeals – none – noted. 
3662.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report. – noted. 
3663.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – Tea In the Park, 24th August 2025 update meeting.  
Disappointing call for Volunteers to help from village – not one person come forward. 

b) Health & Safety update – checks up to date. 
3664.  Highways Issues 

To note Prohibition of Waiting Order for Bell Pit Way 56 meters north-westwards and 28 meters south-
westward, Chapel Street - noted.   
Fresh linage in certain places, pot holed filled.  Letton Road had been resurfaced.   
Note classic Rover parking long term outside Shipdham Stores.  Was discussion of having a dropped kerb but 
this application had never been raised. AP Cllr Holman to drop in and chat to shop owner. 

3665.  To consider quote for annual tree survey. Approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3666.  To note receipt of Parish Partnership Scheme - application for 30 mins restricted waiting time outside Shipdham 

Stores. AP Clerk to enquire with Highways. 
3667.  To consider Harder memorial application – approved.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3668.  To consider Coe memorial application – approved.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3669.  To consider Hudson memorial application – approved.  AP Clerk to approve 
3670.  To consider obtaining debit card for main bank account – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to initiate. 
3671.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3672.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Cross – chasing up Christmas Tree/suggested planting of tree. 
Cllr Belo – awaiting training dates for speedwatch group. 
Cllr Holman – had received messages of opposition to coal yard names but now approved by BDC. 
 

3673.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note Breckland Council have approved the following new street names as an extension of Bell Pit Way, 
Hewer Drive, Brattice Drive, Collier Way, Cinder Close and Lignite Close – noted. 
To note approved additional Eco quote for Bullock Park bowls green site by majority email vote - noted. 
To note approved CCTV Installation quote by majority email vote – noted. 
To note approved Rudlng memorial inscription by majority email vote – time sensitive - noted. 
To note water regulation compliance inspection at Cemetery has now passed – noted. 
 

3674.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda – none. 

3675.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 11th August 2025. 
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3676.  To consider excluding the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
S1 because their presence would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature.  To 
review current restrictions applied to vexatious complainant. 
 
Willing to lift restriction but with provisions.  Asking for acknowledgement from complainant. 
 
Meeting closed 9pm. 
 
 

 
 
 


