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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
14th October 2024 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Chaplin, Chubbock, Ferrick, Turner & Clerk: June Smith 
27 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
14/10/2024 

 
Prior to the meeting the Chair also expressed that the Clerk works mornings only, so emails received after 
midday will not be seen until the following morning. She has routine business that she must respond to on 
behalf of the Parish Council before any parishioner’s correspondence may be dealt with. So please be 
reasonable in your expectation of response time. Most councils aim to respond within 5 to 7 working days of 
receipt of correspondence. 

The Chair also expressed that parish councillors were eligible to serve under the applicable Electoral 
Commission rules. If any person has a concern about the eligibility of a councillor to serve on the Parish 
Council, they are invited to complain to the Monitoring Officer at Breckland District Council.  Shipdham Parish 
Council will not be responding to any further questions or queries on this matter. 

 
3403.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Belo, Cramp, Cross, Hewett & Smith County Councillor Ed Connolly. 
3404.  Declarations of Interest – none declared. 
3405.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2024 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present 
3406.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Dereham Road allotments hedging AP Quotation for TTSR.   
Watton Road allotments hedging.  AP Clerk to get quotation.   
Concerns re Chairman’ actions on Facebook Group/Social Media.  Enforcement of Social Media policy.  
Request for FOI from Shipdham Facebook page.   
 

3407.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – In hand or completed. 
3408.  Chairman’s Actions – Number of dog fouling incidents – looking at placement of signs and poo bags are 

available at Bullock Park.  Pound Green/Chapel Street, post on footpath is now working but looking to be 
replaced.  Bullock Park expansion meeting. 

3409.  District Councillor Report - There are several new grants available for groups and individuals – via BDC website 
 
Reminder of SNAP meeting 6th November at Scarning Village Hall – all members of the public are welcome for 
7pm start. There will be another SNAP meeting in Shipdham next April. 
 
Reminder that work on the Local Plan has been suspended until further information and guidance comes from 
central government. 
 
A new Housing Strategy is being published, and work to support homeless and vulnerable people continues 
as a priority for the Council. District Councils have a legal obligation to provide accommodation for those who 
are deemed homeless - at a cost of several thousand pounds a month. 
 
Delighted that Breckland Council has won a Platinum and Gold Award from the RSPCA, for its Dog Warden 
service – this is a service we are not obliged to provide, but do so, as it benefits so many residents and animals. 
 

3410.  County Councillor Report - on website. 
3411.  Routine Finance 

To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs. Payments approved – unanimous. Query re TTSR 2nd 
Payment. 

15/10/2024 Clerk Wages £1319.70 

15/10/2024 Clerk Expenses £212.54 

01/10/2024 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/10/2024 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/10/2024 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

13/09/2024 M Lodge Bin replacement works £55.00 
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01/10/2024 J Gibb Health & Safety Checks Honorarium £130.00 

19/09/2024 G Tufts & Son Materials re The Green  £66.72 

01/09/2024 TTSR Ground Maintenance contract £3409.91 

26/09/2024 TTSR Extra spray around church wall £150.00 

03/10/2024 Ashill Fire 
Protection Ltd 

Service of fire extinguisher at Heritage 
Centre 

£36.00 

03/10/2024 Ashill Fire 
Protection Ltd 

Service of fire extinguishers at WI Hall £74.40 

08/10/2024 M Lodge Christmas Tree stand works £40.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D  Payments approved – unanimous. 

04/10/2024 100Green September Street Lighting £443.26 

14/09/2024 BT Bill £45.32 

04/10/2024 Octopus WI Electric September £30.46 

03/09/2024 Opus Energy WI Gas Aug £0.58 

25/09/2024 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £19.50 

17/09/2024 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

17/09/2024 BDC  HC Rates £121.00 

07/10/2024 EDF WI Gas September £22.31 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 30/09/2024 – signed and dated by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£39,870.90 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£6,675.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£38.543.13 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£20,119.75 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£8,461.10 

Total Balances held       
 

£113,670.01 

 
This figure contains the 2nd instalment of the precept. 
 

 

3412.  To note Quarter 2 budget report – noted. 
3413.  To discuss budget requirements for 2025/26 precept – no requirements above ongoing costs. 
3414.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda 
 
Planning Applications– all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below. 

3PL/2024/0679/F Proposed demolition of a bungalow and the erection of a self build 1.5 
storey chalet bungalow & two bay cart lodge. 
Amended Plans  
5 Market Street 
No objections 

 

 Planning Decisions  

3PL/2024/0608/LB Structural repairs following impact damage to the front left corner 
masonry rebuilt Flint and Stone lime mortar/render. 
23 Market Street 
APPROVED 

3PL/2024/0299/F Create a new bowling green and erection of an 8 foot metal mesh 
perimeter fence with access gate and associated works. 
Bullock Park, Shipdham 
WITHDRAWN 

3PL/2024/0279/F Proposed residential development of Bowls Club – erection of 6 
dwellings and garages. 
Land off Fieldfare Loke 
WITHDRAWN 

 

 Planning Appeals - none. 
3415.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3416.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – Chair read out a statement.  AP Clerk to put 
statement on website. 
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b) Health & Safety update – weekly inspections all in hand. 
3417.  Highways Issues – none raised. 
3418.  To approve donation of £150 for the RBL poppy appeal – payment approved – unanimous.  AP Clerk to issue. 
3419.  To nominate Councillor to lay wreath on behalf of Parish Council – Cllr Shelley to lay wreath. 
3420.  To note email from Shipdham Community Centre Trust giving notice of termination of lease to the bowling 

green land - noted. 
3421.  To discuss Christmas Tree for The Green – agreed usual size - approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to order. 
3422.  To discuss tree survey quote for memorial trees on A1075 – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve and 

write to land owner for access to land. 
3423.  To consider request for extra tap at Watton Road allotment site – approved unanimously.  AP Clerk to do 

costings.  
3424.  To consider Ward ashes memorial application – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3425.  To consider Woodcock memorial application – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3426.  To consider next stage to WI Hall building repairs – specify report and re-circulate the three quotations. 
3427.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3428.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Chaplin - Dog Bin, Richard Haggard Close has fallen – AP Clerk to organise repairs. 
Cllr Feerick – Footpath FP12 - has been cut & glutton has been down to clear. 
 

3429.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note email from parishioner regarding parishioners’ question time – noted. 
To note email from Shipdham Community Hub regarding removal of parish assets held in storage – noted. 
To note Police & Crime Plan consultation runs to 1st November 2024 – noted. 
To note update from Breckland District Council regarding the National Planning Policy – noted. 
To note update from Norfolk County Council highways regarding Letton Road – noted. 
To note implementation of vexatious policy to parishioner by majority email vote – noted. 
To note refusal of Freedom of Information request by majority email vote – noted. 
To note road closure for Letton Road 14th – 16th October – noted. 
To note next Shipdham SNAP meeting to be held on 23rd April 2025 at Bullock Park – noted. 
To note interest rates on business accounts reducing by 0.10% as from 19th December 2024 – noted. 
To note Letton Road speeding statistics from PC Austin Clarke – noted. AP Clerk to put on website/Shipdham 
News. 
To note update from Highways re village gateway – these have been ordered and awaiting delivery – 
noted. 
To note footpath at Parklands Avenue BR15 closure from 21st October to 1st November 2024 to facilitate 
gas works – noted. 
 

3430.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. 

3431.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 11th November 2024 meeting closed 8.04pm 
 

mailto:clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk

