
SHIPDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chair: Sam Shelley    Clerk/RFO: June Smith 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
8th July 2024 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Chaplin, Chubbock, Cramp, Cross (arrived late), Feerick, Hewett, Smith, 
Turner & Clerk: June Smith 

7 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 
Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
08/07/2024 

 
3343.  Apologies for absence Cllr Belo & County Cllr Connolly.  Cllr Cross running late. 
3344.  Declarations of Interest – none. 
3345.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 10th June 2024 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and accurate 

record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present. 
3346.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Inc. Ransom strip AP Chair to meet with Parishioner to see problem fence.  Cllr Cross joined the meeting 
7.39pm.  Dereham Road verges.  Update from Thomas Bullock School - Fete this weekend. 
 

3347.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – as per Clerk’s Report. 
3348.  Chairman’s Actions – Queries from Parishioners re hedges, confirmed we have written to landowner regarding 

hedging on Pound Green Lane.  Hedge backing Park Highatt Drive overgrown – AP Clerk to report to both 
NCC and BDC.  Pound Green Close/Market Street footpath uneven from roots from trees AP Clerk to report.  
Reports of moles in cemetery, Clerk has reported this to pest controller. 

3349.  District Councillor Report – Cllr Hewett will present paper to Cabinet re charging for car parks within the district.  
BDC own 30 car parks, 2200 parking spaces, to date free at the point of use, costing £450,000 a year to 
maintain.  Strategies for vulnerable residents, Inspiring Communities and future Breckland work may need to 
be stopped because there is not the budget to manage them.  Propose to change our terms of reference from 
free parking to user parking.  First hour free, second hour onwards car parking charges need to be reasonable, 
not for profit.  Payment by card or National application which is coming into play by the end of this year.  Charges 
will start October 2025.  Dispensations for special events/markets for that town.  EV charging points will be 
available. 

3350.  County Councillor Report – copy on website. 
3351.  Routine Finance 

To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/07/2024 Clerk Wages £1133.59 

15/07/2024 Clerk Expenses £164.59 

01/07/2024 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/07/2024 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/07/2024 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker & Bus Shelter 
Cleaning. 

£160.00 

11/06/2024 Bullock Park Grant Monies £500.00 

01/07/2024 J Gibb Honorarium  £130.00 

14/06/2024 G Tufts & Son Materials for Noticeboard £12.60 

17/06/2024 Glasdon Dog Bags £116.28 

22/06/2024 LogicRed Website domain £25.00 

22/06/2024 G Tufts & Son Materials £4.20 

18/06/2024 BDC Refund for payment received in error £25.00 

28/06/2024 Ravencroft Tree 
Services Ltd 

Tree Survey £810.00 

28/06/2024 Notice Board 
Company 

Dereham Road allotments 
noticeboard 

£646.80 

01/07/2024 TTSR Grounds Maintenance £3409.91 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

03/07/2024 100Green June Street Lighting £441.32 

15/06/2024 BT Bill £43.38 

18/06/2024 Opus Energy WI Electric May/Jun £18.82 

18/06/2024 Opus Energy WI Gas May/Jun £21.65 

25/06/2024To  British Gas Heritage Centre electric £32.31 

17/06/2024 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 
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17/06/2024 BDC HC Rates £121.00 

14/06/2024 Wave Watton Road allotments water £8.34 

14/06/2024 Wave WI Hall water £64.32 

14/06/2024 Wave The Green water £22.84 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 30/06/2024.  Noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£15,286.91 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£6,675.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£43,380.90 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£20,044.79 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£9,045.37 

Total Balances held       
 

£94,433.10 

 
 

3352.  To receive and note Quarter 1 Budget Report – noted. 
3353.  To increase budget for Bullock Park Expansion – Increase of £5,000. Agreed unanimously. 
3354.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda 
 
Planning Applications– all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below. 

3PL/2024/0470/HOU Raising the roof to create new first floor with 2 front dormers, new 
front porch and new single storey rear extension and internal 
alterations. 
25 Eastgate. 
No objections 

3PL/2024/0538/HOU Proposed single storey rear extension, following demolition of existing 
conservatory. 
48 Pound Green Lane 
No objection 

 

 Planning Decisions  

3AG/2024/0009/AG A balanced cut and fill earth moving operation to construct a slurry 
lagoon. 
Field 600m South of Birds Corner 
PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED. 

 

 Planning Appeals - none. 
3355.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3356.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from BPMC – next meeting on 17th July.  Event 28th July Tea In Park.  Football charity event very 
well attended. 

b) Health & Safety update – weekly inspections up to date. 
3357.  Highways Issues – Anglian Water visiting Letton Road to inspect manhole covers and traffic officer has been 

to Letton Road to monitor speed.  Pot hole on Blackmoore Row – already reported.  Road flooded at Carbrooke 
Lane & Watton Road again – on NCC to do list. 

3358.  To discuss Church Clock – agree 65% / 35% split.  Approved unanimous.  Repairs needed to wall.  AP Clerk 
to initiate. 

3359.  Permission requested to hold event at Park Estate on 21st July – approved but need risk assessment.  AP Clerk 
to approve and request risk assessment. 

3360.  To consider Rix memorial application – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve 
3361.  To consider Shipdham Bowls Club grant application of £500.00 – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve 

and make payment. 
3362.  To discuss Watton Road allotment clearing – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3363.  To consider WI Hall electric contract – Octopus quote approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to initiate. 
3364.  To approve Topographic Survey for Bowling Green land – approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3365.  To discuss Tree Survey –no works are urgent.  AP Clerk to get quotes and start TPO requests. 
3366.  To discuss bins on The Green – approved 2 x bins.  AP Clerk to purchase and see if Bullock Park would like 

to old ones, for events. 
3367.  To consider polytunnel on plot 4a – approved unanimous. AP Clerk to approve. 
3368.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed. 
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3369.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 
 
Cllr Chaplin – Blue Bin on Park Estate, Chair confirmed housing association had placed bin and they will empty 
it.  
 
Cllr Smith – Noticeboards at Post Office site have both been refurbished. 
 
Cllr Turner – Candy cave parking issue in layby.  Investigating with BDC whether a dropped curb could be 
placed in layby so parking off road for shop users. 
 
Cllr Chubbock – A local parishioner to meet King and Prime Minister.  21st June there was a power cut, electric 
went off at 1pm but Electric Company could not gain access to land as access locked, a negotiator had to be 
called but landowners would not give permission to gain access.  Cllr Chubbock eventually cut hole in their 
hedge for access.  150 houses affected with power back on at 10pm. 

3370.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note Opus Energy transferring to EDF from Q3 2024 – noted. 
To note Pound Green Lane sign to be replaced by BDC – noted. 
To note correspondence from Parishioner regarding village improvements -reply sent – noted. 
To note receipt of the Invitation to Bid for Parish Partnership 2025/26, deadline 6th December 2024 – 
noted. 
To note correspondence from Parishioner regarding Shipdham United FC – reply sent – noted. 
 

3371.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda – Apologies from Cllr Smith & Turner. 

3372.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 9th September 2024 – August meeting. 
3373.  Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies Act 1960, it is resolved that, because of the confidential nature 

of the business to be transacted, the Press and Public leave the meeting during the consideration of a 

Confidential Shipdham update from District Councillors 

Update on village asset. 

Meeting closed 9.15pm. 
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