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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
8th September 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Chubbock, Cramp, Cross, Feerick, Holman, Smith, District Cllr 
Hewett & Clerk: June Smith 

23 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 
 

Item in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
08/09/2025 

 
3698.  Apologies for absence: District Cllrs Turner, County Cllr Connolly. 
3699.  Declarations of Interest and to consider any requests for dispensations. Cllr Shelley regarding allotment rental 

review.  Shipdham Parish Council declares an interest, as the applicant on planning PL/2025/1177/FMIN and 
PL/2025/1190/MIN.  

3700.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th August 2025 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 
accurate record and signed by the Chair - unanimous from those present. 

3701.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 
public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Included; Brambles on Pound Green Lane Clerk has contacted land owner.  Parking in and around the school 
land.  AP Cllr Hewett to contact Highways.  Village survey.   
 

3702.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – in hand as per Clerks report. 
3703.  Chairman’s Actions – Successful Party in Park, well attended and variety of stalls. Heritage Centre continues 

to hosts American families coming over.  Notified parishioner on social media, re tree down in cemetery and 
grounds wasps’ nest behind the Heritage Centre.  Stock of anti cold-caller stickers at Heritage Centre (open 
11-2pm Sundays), or if you’d like a sticker, please ask Clerk.  Been asked if dogs can be allowed into cemetery, 
items for agenda to consider altering cemetery policy for dogs on lead.  Agenda item for next month regarding 
Shipdham Parish Council Facebook page, purely for communicating information out. 
 

3704.  District Councillor Report – Report from Cllr Lynda Turner read out by Chair - The Council was in recess during 
August (technically) so not much new to report. Info re grants/training opportunities sent to Clerk as they 
occurred. Devo, LGR and solar farms debates continue and we will update you all in October. Congratulations 
to the team at Bullock Park for a super Sunday Party in the Park - this is community at its best.  Please contact 
us with any relevant Breckland issues. 
 
Cllr Hewett – Local Plan update will be available next month and will show will impact on the village for next 20 
years.  Numbers for Shipdham worrying, and will be imposed on the village with no input from the Local 
community. 
Local Government Review, over the weekend the instigator Jim McMahon was sacked, perhaps following the 
acknowledgement that the review imposed by Westminster was not costed and based on political doctrine.  
Not sure as to current status and a planned ministerial statement today did not arise.  By end of this month all 
plans must be submitted by County and Districts.  Our estimate of how this will impact BDC, based on our 
submission of a “three council structure” (West Norfolk, East Norfolk, Greater Norwich), is: District covering 
1,000 square miles (essentially the Parliamentary boundaries of north west Norfolk, south west Norfolk and 
mid Norfolk (broadly Breckland plus Kings Lynn councils plus a little bit).  72 Councillors will represent this area 
at a transitional cost of £31m, recovered over 4 years, and moving to a significant surplus from year 8.  All 
Breckland’s assets, including car parks, will be transferred over (and car parks will likely then be charged at 
Kings Lynn rates), and Breckland Council tax elements will rise to the “average” in the district (we are currently 
the lowest).  Breckland District Council has no choice of whether LGR (and the status quo, our best option, is 
not permitted): our option represents a better choice, cheaper and with more representation, than a unitary 
Norfolk (NCC’s choice) or a two-tier authority (SN’s choice), and has strong support from the public and 
stakeholders (such as our MPs).  Consultation starting in November, ending February, with shadow elections 
the following year and by around April 2028 we will have a unitary authority.   
Government is imposing a household bin and kitchen caddy for food waste, costing £2-3m, alongside separate 
plastic film recycling, from mid-2026.  There will be further cost impacts on residents as a result 
 

3705.  County Councillor Report – Report on website. 
3706.  Routine Finance 

 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/09/2025 Clerk Wages £1,302.53 
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15/09/2025 Clerk Expenses £123.85 

01/092025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/09/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/09/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

25/07/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Materials for fence repairs £4.99 

19/08/2025 Spire Solicitors Land Swap on account £500.00 

06/08/2025 George Tufts & 
Son Ltd 

Materials for bench repair in cemetery £75.46 

22/08/2025 M Lodge Bench repairs cemetery £40.00 

31/07/2025 Clayland Payment re Bullock Park £780.00 

31/07/2025 Clayland Payment re Fieldfare Loke £1,073.74 

26/08/2025 St Johns 
Ambulance  

2 x Defibrillator responder kits £29.94 

31/08/2025 TTSR Ltd Grounds maintenance £3,239.93 

02/09/2025 R W Hills 
(Farms) Ltd 

Pipework for Herne Lane works £1,706.04 

07/09/2025 Currys Laptop & Microsoft £433.98 

27/08/2025 Z Nock Reduce holly bush in cemetery £30.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

04/09/2025 100Green August Street Lighting £804.18 

12/08/2025 BT Bill £47.41 

06/09/2025 Octopus August WI Electric  TBC 

03/09/2025 EDF August WI Gas £19.47 

23/08/2025 British Gas August Heritage Centre electric £20.36 

15/09/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/09/2025 BDC HC Rates £90.00 

03/09/2025 Wave WI Hall Water £112.80 

03/09/2025 Wave Standpipe, The Green Water £18.49 

03/09/2025 Wave Dereham Road Allotments Water £558.35 

03/09/2025 Wave Watton Road Allotments Water £187.51 

03/09/2025 Wave Cemetery Water £15.97 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/08/2025 – noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£6,190.57 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£18,933.57 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,341.90 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£6,627.11 

Total Balances held       
 

£60,418.28 
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3707.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 
preparation of the agenda. 
Planning Applications 

PL/2025/1177/FMIN Proposed residential development of Bowls Club 
Land off Fieldfare Loke, Shipdham 
Shipdham Parish Council declares an interest as applicant. 
No objection 

PL/2025/1190/MIN Material change of use of agricultural land to recreational land (Use Class F2) 
and the erection of new bowling green area on existing recreational land, new 
bowls club accessible car park, fencing, relocation of bowls club container and 
relocated skate ramp. 
Bullock Park, Mill Road, Shipdham 
Shipdham Parish Council declares an interest as applicant. 
No objection 

PL/2025/1141/FMIN Erection of livestock building (Phase One only at this stage) 
Wyrley Farm, Swan Lane, Shipdham 
No objection 

PL/2025/1274/HOU Rear and side extension, formation of new entranceway, carport, external 
works, interior, and exterior renovations. 
5 Market Street, Shipham 
No objection. 

  
 Planning Decisions – none. 

 Planning Appeals – none. 
3708.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report - noted. 
3709.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – Successful Party in Park, working with Football Club 
to improve field condition, 23 ton top soil and grass seed, applied. 

b) Health & Safety update – weekly checks up to date. 
3710.  To discuss allotment rental review – Cllr Shelley declared an interest.  Cllr S Smith chaired minute.  Proposed 

to keep the rental same with a review for next year – unanimous. AP Clerk to write to allotment holders 
requesting rental due October. 

3711.  To discuss date for annual allotment meeting –  Saturday 4th October (changed from 11th).  AP Clerk to book 
hall and contact all holders. 

3712.  To discuss quotes for Watton Road allotment verge trimming – Cheapest quote approved – unanimous.  AP 
Clerk to initiate. 

3713.  To discuss the works at the little shelter within cemetery – email from parishioner read out.  Lots of moss on 
tiles, a tile slipped, rubbish and wooden surrounds at rear.  Requested for volunteers to sweep moss, sort tile, 
sweep out interior, paint and clean up.  AP Volunteers to contact Clerk and arrange a date. 

3714.  To review tree risk assessment – AP copy of tree survey on website and Clerk to get quotes for works 
mentioned and to raise trees in cemetery.  

3715.  To consider grant application to Shipdham Twinning Association – Chair read out letter.  Approved 
unanimous AP Clerk to initiate. 

3716.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3717.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Feerick – Entrance of the Old Coal Yard – Clerk had emailed, no response.  Cllr Hewett to do enforcement. 
Cllr Smith – Pound Green Lane sign AP Clerk to take photos and report once again. 
Cllr Chubbock – danger of overhanging trees between Carbrooke Lane and River Farm.  AP Clerk to contact 
landowner and notify Highways. 
Cllr Belo – speedwatch group update.  Training has been completed.  Monitoring to start at beginning of 
October. 
 

3718.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy noted. 
To note next SNAP meeting on 22nd October at Scarning Village Hall 6.30pm – noted. 
To note Norfolk Community Fund to support small, local projects – noted. 
To note invitation for members of the Parish Council to join Shipdham Twinning Associations 40th 
Anniversary event on Thursday 14th May 2026 – noted. 
 

3719.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda – Christmas Tree and those previously mentioned. 
 
. 
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3720.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 13th October 2025 7.30pm 
 
Cllr Hewett Statement – The Home Office have confirmed the are no home office asylum hotels operating in 
Breckland, there never have been, there are no plans to establish any such facilities. 418 individuals resided 
in Breckland under three home office pathways, 312 under Homes for Ukraine pathway, 106 Afghanistan 
resettlement programme (including extra taken as result of Home Office data breach), and zero for supported 
asylums within this district. 
 
Meeting Closed at 8.20pm 

 


