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Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
9th December 2024 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo, Chaplin, Chubbock, Cross, Ferrick, Smith, Turner & Clerk: June Smith 
26 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 

 
Items in bold added after agenda was published. 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
09/12/2024 

 
3459.  Apologies for absence Cllrs Cramp, Hewett & County Cllr Connolly. 
3460.  Declarations of Interest – none. 
3461.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2024 - The Minutes were agreed as a true and 

accurate record and signed by the Chair – unanimous from those present. 
3462.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 

public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes, unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting 
and a member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes. 
 
Bowls green rent. 
Flooding on Dereham Road  AP Clerk to get farmer to clear ditch along Dereham Road. 
Table top microphones – Chair asked those who could not hear to move forward. 
Questions regarding Bowls Club/Planning. 
 

3463.  To receive update from Thomas Bullock Church of England Academy – update from Head was read out. 
Reopening 10th January, hall itself open from 7th January.  Parents open morning on 9TH January.  New toilets 
to be provided.   

3464.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – in hand. 
3465.  Chairman’s Actions – Anglian Water surface water drainage issue.  Christmas tree and front lights on The 

Green up and running, Chair thanked Cllr Cross.  Parish Council has taken over the existing lights with a 
donation to Dementia UK, Chair thanked Community Hub.  Confirmed outbreak of Avian Flu in Cranworth, 
Shipdham falls within the exclusion zone.  Christmas Tree festival at the Church over the weekend and Parish 
Council had a tree.  Standpipe on The Green has been left running, smart meter was fitted in May, although 
not working. 

3466.  District Councillor Report - Bird Flu outbreak within Cranworth – appropriate agencies are involved. 
 
Public Consultation for car parking charges on Breckland owned car parks in Market Towns closes 15th 

December. 
 
New round of Household Support grants are available for those eligible – www.breckland.gov.uk/community 
Debt Advisors – two advisors funded by Breckland Council – based in Citizens Advice in Dereham and 

Thetford. 
 
Breckland Healthy Homes Service – a new initiative to combat damp, mould and condensation – working with 
landlords. www.breckland.gov.uk/housing 
 

Breckland Planning department is now inhouse with new software installed. 
 
Rough Sleepers – if you become aware of anyone in this difficult situation, please email Streetlink – who will 
advise the appropriate local authority.  Accommodation continues to be provided for those deemed 
homeless, our new 31 room facility in Thetford (seen on BBC Politics East) is full, so Breckland has to bear 
the costs of further accommodation through b and bs etc. 
 
Ward boundary changes – the recommendations have gone from Breckland to the Boundary Commission, 
who have accepted most of the suggestions.  They have agreed that in order to even up numbers of electors 
across Breckland, that Shipdham should stand alone with one elected councillor as indeed would Scarning.  
It is proposed that Cranworth become part of the Upper Yare Ward. This would be effective from May 2027, 
unless of course other local government reorganisation overtakes this.  At this time of writing, we have no 
other update on the proposal to abolish district councils in Norfolk, however we are absolutely astounded that 
we have not been included in any discussions on this proposal. 
 
Are you ready for winter? See NCC website for gritting routes, floodline etc. Check on anyone vulnerable – 
do you have an escape plan for your household, and an emergency grab bag?  Please see the latest edition 
of Your Breckland Magazine for more news and info.  Thanked everyone for their support. 
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3467.  County Councillor Report – no report 

3468.  Routine Finance 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/12/2024 Clerk Wages £1,302.53 

15/12/2024 Clerk Expenses inc Tree Lights £292.99 

01/12/2024 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/12/2024 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/12/2024 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

01/12/2024 Parishioner Churchyard memorial garden upkeep £300.00 

08/11/2024 Great Melton 
Farms 

Christmas Tree £326.00 

18/11/2024 John R Stewart WI Hall Structural Survey £600.00 

21/11/2024 NPTS Subscription £225.00 

27/11/2024 Broadland Group Asbestos Survey WI Hall £300.00 

30/11/2024 TT Jones Streetlight maintenance Jan-Mar £349.55 

04/12/2024 Direct365 WI Hall toilet rolls £39.38 

05/12/2024 Dementia UK Donation agreed by majority email 
vote. 

£250.00 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D Payments approved – unanimous. 

04/12/2024 100Green November Street Lighting £438.57 

15/11/2024 BT Bill £44.34 

06/12/2024 Octopus WI Electric November £35.20 

22/11/2024 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £29.40 

15/11/2024 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/11/2024 BDC  HC Rates £121.00 

04/12/2024 EDF WI Gas November £58.39 

03/12/2024 Wave WI Hall Water £72.78 

03/12/2024 Wave Watton Road Allotments water £19.31 

03/12/2024 Wave Cemetery water £19.31 

05/12/2024 Wave Dereham Road Allotments water £63.78 

05/12/2024 Wave Standpipe, The Green £125.64 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 30/11/2024 -signed and dated by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£28,237.98 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£38,543.13 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,119.75 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£8,616.19 

Total Balances held       
 

£103,842.18 

 
 

3469.  To review budget for 2025/26 – increase repairs to £10,000. 
3470.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 

preparation of the agenda 
 
Planning Applications– all planning applications can be viewed at www.breckland.gov.uk/planningsearch 
where you can enter the reference number below 

PL/2024/0933/HOU Two storey and single storey extensions with porch. 
The Homestead, Pound Green Lane, Shipdham 
No objection 

PL/2024/0932/HOU Loft conversion and alterations. 
Court Yard Cottage, Wood Farm, Church Lane, Shipdham. 
No objection. 

 

 Planning Decisions – none. 
 Planning Appeals - none. 

3471.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3472.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – next meeting Wednesday 11th December 2024.  
Chair had done a walk around following high winds, trees all okay. 
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b) Health & Safety update – weekly checks in hand. 
3473.  Highways Issues – pot hole on main road, Bradenham Road, dip outside Heritage Centre, Mill Road light 

number 29. 
3474.  To consider moving day and venue for Parish Council meetings – continue as is for time being. 
3475.  To consider quote for Swan Lane hedging – approved unanimous AP Clerk to approve. 
3476.  To discuss WI Hall survey report – surveys to be put on website.  AP Clerk to get quotations for remedial works. 
3477.  To discuss consider additional costs associated with revised planning application for the Bullock Park 

Expansion Project (Pound Green Lane Development and New Bowls Green, Bullock Park) – AP proceed with 
planning – unanimous. 

3478.  To discuss memorial tree survey – one standing dead tree to be felled at ground level.  AP Clerk to get 
quotation – unanimous. 

3479.  To discuss quotes for solicitor fees for Bowls Club lease – AP Clerk to proceed with quote from Spire. 
3480.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed - noted. 
3481.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only. 

 
Cllr Belo – Encouraged people to raise Anglian Water surface refunds.  Parishioners thanked Cllr Belo. 
Cllr Smith – Pound Green Lane sign – AP Clerk to contact BDC contact given by Cllr Turner. 
Cllr Feerick – Pleased to see the Coal Yard area had been cleared. 
Cllr Chubbock – Fallen tree reported to NCC was dealt with within half an hour. 
 

3482.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note work on Church Clock begins 5th December 2024 – noted.  Churchwarden confirmed wall repairs were 
still with the Archdeacon. 
To note changes to waste collection regulations in March 2025 – noted. 
To note Norwich Western Link project update – noted. 
To note correspondence from Nalc – noted. 
Approved WI Hall asbestos inspection via majority email vote – noted. 
To note Parish Council car park workshop to take place on 11th December – noted. 
To note EDP article on District Council devolution – noted. 
To note consultation on draft recommendations for ward boundaries in Breckland ends 24th February 2025 – 
noted. 

3483.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. 

3484.  To confirm date and venue of next Parish Meeting – Monday 13th January 2025 at WI Hall.  Chair thanked 
everyone for attending and wish everyone a happy Christmas and New Year. 

3485.  To consider excluding the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s1 
because their presence would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential nature.  To consider 
grass cutting contract. 
 
Continue with current contractor on a 3 year contract, less Bullock Park hedge cut. 
 
Meeting closed at 9pm 
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