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Shipdham PC Contact details:                 Address:  10 The Green, Ashill, Thetford. IP25 7AT 
                                                                 Email: clerk@shipdhamparish.gov.uk Tel: 01760 440953 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
9th June 2025 at WI HALL 

Present: Cllrs: Shelley (Chair), Belo (arriving late), Chaplin, Cross, Feerick, Holman, Smith, District Cllr Turner 
& Clerk: June Smith. 

6 x Parishioners in attendance.  The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Meeting was recorded. 
 

Item in bold added after agenda was published. 
 

     J Smith Parish Clerk 
09/06/2025 

 
3622.  Apologies for absence – Cllrs Chubbock, Cramp & Hewett, County Cllr Connolly. 
3623.  Declarations of Interest and to consider any requests for dispensations – Cllr Shelley re Spitfires grant. 
3624.  To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2025 – Minute change 3610 Cllr Feerick does not want 

to Chair the Solar Farm steering group. The Minutes were then agreed as a true and accurate record and 
signed by the Chair - unanimous from those present. 

3625.  Parishioner’s Questions In accordance with the Council’s standing orders, the period of time designated for 
public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 15 minutes unless directed by the Chairman of the meeting. 
 
Notice re parking across footpath at WI Hall.  Notices for churchyard – Dogs to be kept on short lead and keep 
to footpath. AP Clerk to initiate.  
 

3626.  Update from Thomas Bullock Primary Academy – Head, Shannon O’Sullivan gave update.  Thanked FOSS for 
support, Fete on July 5th.  Box at Tesco, Dereham.  Thanked Thomas Bullock Trust for support.  Ofsted report 
was Outstanding In all Areas.  Children singing at Norfolk Show.  Key stage 2 tests completed.  Wrap around 
care and nursery rebuild will begin on June 16th.  Still working with DFE re raac. 

3627.  Matters Arising for information only – Action Points – Penguin 90 Little Book Stops – deadline passed. 
3628.  Chairman’s Actions – Chair and Cllr Smith visited Brook Farm Regener8 battery site in Ipswich to look at size 

and landscape.  Battery facility 1/8th size that would be in Shipdham but looked huge.  Battery technology 
constantly moving and number of battery containers may reduce from the 128 planned.  Noise pollution low.  
Working with Regener8 to hopefully get a visit to a solar farm.  Question from Parishioner re life of panels, 
Solar panels last approx. 15 years.  AP Clerk to post question and answers from Regener8 on Shipdham 
website.  Construction planned to start in 2026/7 but planning being held up due to environmental surveys.  
Representative from Beeston Parish Council also at meeting to Brook Farm, as Beeston is where the 
connection point for the power will be.  Ongoing public consultations open to public and will keep Parish up to 
date.  Door step poll for feedback from parishioners.   
Parishioner wishing to organise litter pick around woods behind cemetery, will lend equipment and will arrange 
for waste to be collected. 
Tea in Park event on 24th August asking or volunteers to help – no takers.   
Reminder to parishioners to cut hedges and shrubs encroaching on pavements and footpaths. 

3629.  District Councillor Report – full report on website.   
Local Plan – consultation continues with parishes following the call for sites, and the Government’s new targets 
for housing provision. This will directly impact the number of new houses imposed on Shipdham and the 
location of where they will be. 
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation – nothing new to report at time of writing. 
Solar factories – work continues with all parishes affected to achieve constructive mitigation for those sites 
whose future will be decided by the Secretary of State. 
Domestic Food Waste Collection – will be mandatory from April 2026 – further details to follow in time. 
Otterwood Kennels– a full stop and enforcement notice has been served on this site – however it is anticipated 
that a planning application may be submitted, which will be dealt with through the usual process.  (Note this 
site sits within Saham Toney and Ovington Ward, not Shipdham – but we will be kept updated)  
The Norfolk Police and Crime Commissioner Sarah Taylor was invited to the Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission to talk about her role and to take questions from the Commission.  She is keen to hear from 
members of the public, who can also sign up to her newsletter.  01953 424455 opccn@norfolk.police.uk.   
Pop Up Pantry – continues to visit Shipdham on a Wednesday between 9.30 and 11 am at the Church.  
Discounted and free donated food for all – to minimise waste and prevent going to landfill. 
. 

3630.  County Councillor Report – report on website once received. 
3631.  Routine Finance 

 
To agree the following payments by cheque/bacs.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

15/06/2025 Clerk Wages £1,316.95 

mailto:opccn@norfolk.police.uk
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15/06/2025 Clerk Expenses £122.04 

01/06/2025 C Andrews WI Hall Admin £40.00 

01/06/2025 T Wale WI Hall Cleaning £40.00 

01/06/2025 D Nock Cemetery Caretaker  £80.00 

13/05/2025 Cllr Shelley Reimbursement for 4 x planters and 
compost for The Green 

£287.72 

13/05/2025 Shipdham 
Preschool 

Grant application. £500.00 

15/05/2025 J Gibb Honorarium for Health & Safety 
checks 

£130.00 

19/05/2025 Micro 
Geotechnical Ltd 

Drainage tests at land off Fieldfare 
Loke 

£2,787.00 

01/06/2025 Green Heat 
Norfolk 

Boiler Repairs £72.00 

30/04/2025 Clayland 
Architects 

Final payment for works re Bowling 
Green, Shipdham 

£780.00 

30/04/2025 Clayland 
Architects 

Final payment for works re Field Fare 
Loke, Shipdham 

£1,023.76 

01/06/2025 R Clements & 
Son Ltd 

Electrical repairs at WI Hall including 
5 year electrical testing 

£723.60 

01/06/2025 R Clements & 
Son Ltd 

Electrical repairs to lamp in footpath & 
repairs to bowls green. 

£229.20 

06/06/2025 TT Jones 
Electrical 

Streetlight maintenance £289.55 

 
To agree payment of the following invoices by D/D.  Payments approved – unanimous. 

03/06/2025 100Green May Street Lighting TBC 

15/06/2025 BT Bill £47.41 

06/06/2025 Octopus WI Electric May £31.04 

03/06/2025 EDF WI Gas May £20.07 

23/05/2025 British Gas Heritage Centre electric £22.34 

15/05/2025 BDC Cemetery Rates £195.00 

15/05/2025 BDC HC Rates £90.00 

03/06/2025 Wave WI Hall water £167.57 

03/06/2025 Wave Dereham Road allotments water £485.24 

03/06/2025 Wave Cemetery water £27.82 

03/06/2025 Wave Watton Road allotments water £98.56 

 Wave Stand pipe, The Green water TBC 

 
To receive, note and sign bank account balances 31/05/2025. Noted and signed by Chair. 

Community account   6072   
 

£32,835.83 

Church wall account  4380  
 

£7,325.13 

Saver Account  4570  
 

£28,827.20 

Street Light Account  7769  
 

£21,271.24 

WI Hall Account  5971  
 

£7,911.91 

Total Balances held       
 

£98,171.31 
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3632.  Planning. To receive and consider Applications, Decisions and Appeals, including any received after the 
preparation of the agenda. 
Planning Applications 

PL/2025/0572/FMIN Change of use from Farmland to Dog Liberty Field with carparking. 
Land at Blackmoor Row, Shipdham 
No objections 

PL/2025/0637/CLOPUD Erection of attached garage to side of dwelling 
18a Market Street, Shipdham 
No objection 

PL/2025/0781/HOU Rear and side single storey extension, replacement front porch and 
rendering of external work. 
Dafeni, 12 Bradenham Road, Shipdham. 
No objection. 

  
 Planning Decisions - none 

 Planning Appeals – none. 
To note Stop Notice and Enforcement Notice have been issued to Otterwood Kennels, Dereham Road, 
Shipdham – noted. 

3633.  To approve plans for new bowling green at Bullock Park –. Various discussions including car parking.  Plans 
approved.   AP Clerk to approve. 

3634.  To receive and note Clerk’s Report – noted. 
3635.  BPMC - To receive and note: 

a) Report from Bullock Park Management Committee – AGM held on 14th May 2025.  Welcomed Jeremy 
Reynolds from Spitfires onto committee. 

b) Health & Safety update – rivets on skate ramp fixed. 
3636.  Highways Issues – Pound Green Lane sign, Mill Road still broken.  AP Clerk to report again. 
3637.  To consider Breckland Business Waste contract for WI Hall – approved.  AP Clerk to initiate. 
3638.  To consider quote to clear holly tree at Cemetery – approved.  AP Clerk to approve.  
3639.  To consider quotes for Swan Lane ditch clearance – quote for £280 approved.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3640.  To consider quotes for WI Hall repairs – M Neave quote approved.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3641.  To discuss electricity on The Green costings – approved UK Power Networks/MW Surfacing/Clements.  AP 

Clerk to initiate.  Cllr Belo entered the meeting at 8.35pm. 
3642.  To approve Cornwall additional memorial inscription – approved.  AP Clerk to approve. 
3643.  To consider grant application for Spitfires Scout Group – DOI Cllr Shelley, Cllr Smith chaired item – grant 

approved unanimous.  AP Clerk to initiate. 
3644.  To note Defibrillator Checks completed – noted. 
3645.  To receive Cllrs Reports – for information only 

 
Cllr Feerick – attending Local Plan cluster meeting on 10th June.  Market Street building works scaffold on 
highway– Cllr Shelley had already reported to Highways. 
Cllr Smith – Items for Shipdham News. 
Cllr Belo – Speedwatch update - group 6 volunteers have had clearance, meeting Norfolk Police Watchgroup 
next Friday to confirm locations, then set up with training. 
 

3646.  To receive and note correspondence including any received after the preparation of the agenda. 
To note newsletters from Thomas Bullock Church of England Primary Academy – noted. 
To note Local Plan Update from Leader of Breckland Council – noted. 
To note Breckland Council have adopted Norfolk Minerals and Waste Local Plan - noted. 
To note Breckland Local Plan village clusters round table on 10th June 6-8pm, Elizabeth House – noted. 
To note BDC Sex Establishment Policy and Licensing Policy reviews consultation period runs from 6th 
June to 31 August- noted. 
To note water regulation compliance inspection at Cemetery on 17th June 2025 – noted. 
To note Local Government Reorganisation session Monday 21st July 6-7.30pm Dereham Memorial Hall 
– noted. 

3647.  Any matters for inclusion on the next agenda. 

3648.  To confirm the next Parish Meeting will take place on 14th July 2025 
 

Meeting closed 8.40pm 


