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Questions for Regener8 Power from Shipdham Parish Council, re Park Farm Solar Farm. 

Please provide detailed answers as our residents are very well informed. 

Finance and Insurance 

1. Please detail how the project is going to be financed and the key numbers involved in the 

project. 

Our finances and costs are commercially confidential, but we can share that we are in 

partnership with a high net worth individual, and that we do not receive public subsidy for this 

project. 

2. Please detail all insurances for the proposed site to cover materials, and goods, visitors, 

staff, contractors, residents and other. 

We are required to maintain insurance for a sum not less than £10 million against public and 

other third-party liability 

3. Please detail how the operating company is set up with regard to this proposal and its 

liabilities. 

An SPV has been set up for the project, which is standard operating procedure within the 

industry. 

 

The Environment 

4. Please detail the environmental plan associated with this proposal that protects residents, 

businesses, commuters, and wildlife from any effects of the Battery/Solar proposal within 

the current natural environment. 

The development is supported by a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment and an 

Ecological Appraisal, carried out by professional consultants. This will be available as a public 

document as part of the submitted planning application. 

5. Please detail the applicant’s environmental policy with regard to all materials, goods, and 

services associated with the Shipdham Airfield Battery Storage and Solar proposal. 

We are committed to embedding strong environmental principles throughout the development of 
our projects. Regener8 Power ensure that environmental stewardship is a key consideration in 
the procurement process and whilst we are not at this stage, we can ensure this process will 
follow both UK and international standards 

6. Does the applicant envisage any long term effects on the local community with regard to 

interrupting mobile, broadband or radio signals? 

No. 

7. Please detail the process to be followed should any harm or disbenefit arise to residents, 

businesses, wildlife or communities who are negatively affected by this scheme as a result 

of construction, operation, and subsequent decommissioning and removal. 

Prior to starting construction, we will provide a point of contact who can be the community 

liaison for the scheme in order for you to raise any queries with directly. 

8. Please identify the individual or individuals responsible for communication (inwards and 

outwards) that the local community can contact in the light of the above. 
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Regener8 have appointed Marengo Communications to assist with public engagement for the 

planning stage of the development. Simon Schofield leads on Marengo’s work with Regener8, 

and can be contacted on ParkFarm@regener8consultations.co.uk.   

 

The Build 

9. Please detail the timeline for planning, build, and working life of this battery storage and 

solar site. 

This will depend on how long it takes to get planning, which could take 6 – 12 months. After 

this, construction could take 12 – 18months, and the total site will be in place for a lifetime of 

up to 55 years, except for the substation, which is expected to last for at least 99 years.  

10. Please details all materials required and suppliers of said materials. 

Procurement will not take place until after planning permission is granted.  

11. Please detail any professional reports you have or wish to gain in order to aid your 

application. 

The Council has a list of required reports for a planning application of this nature. This 

includes, but is not limited to: 

- Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

- Ecological Appraisal 

- Archaeological and Heritage Impact Assessment  

- Noise Impact Assessment 

- Battery Safety management Plan (BSMP) 

 

 

Battery Storage 

12. Please detail the type of battery storage being used on the project.  

The Project is being designed with Lithium-Ion BYD batteries. However, given the lead time 

between the initial design and construction this is subject to change, particularly given the 

rate of development of new battery technologies. 

 

13. Please the detail the source of the battery storage. 

Procurement will be undertaken after planning permission is granted, at which point these 

details will be confirmed. 

 

14. The decision making behind this choice.  

We will look to use the most efficient battery modules that comply with industry standards and 

regulations 

 

15. The timeline for maintenance and replacements of battery storage.  

mailto:ParkFarm@regener8consultations.co.uk
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Generally BESS units will be replaced every 10-15 years. However, the site will be 

continuously monitored for efficiency and performance and replacements will occur at a time 

that makes most economical sense for the owner of the development. 

 

16. The max and min power output based on anytime of a calendar year.  

This will depend on how National Grid decides to use the batteries, whether they are for long-

term storage of power, or short-term to balance demand. This is likely to change over time, 

depending on this part of the grid’s needs. That said, our grid connection is for 800MW which 

will the maximum import/export capacity 

 

17. Any noise associated with any equipment that may require sound proofing and detail 

mitigation involved. 

A full noise assessment will be submitted as part of the planning application, which will detail 

any potential noise and our proposed mitigation. This will be scrutinised by the Council’s 

environmental health officer.  

 

18. The expected cleaning routine, and approximate water used during a 12 months period. 

BESS Units do not typically require cleaning. The solar will be monitored and cleaned as an 

when is necessary however we can broadly estimate once per month 

 

19. Please detail the safety routine around the battery storage units and how you plan on 

integrating or expanding on current local provisions for the safe operational status of the 

proposed site. 

The Safety routine for the BESS units will consist of regular site inspections by qualified 

engineers. The BESS units also have a number of internal safeguards and monitoring 

equipment that can detect faults as soon as they occur providing live data to the relevant 

engineers for maintenance. We will provide a full BSMP to accompany the planning 

application and are engaging with local fire and rescue services with an aim to discuss local 

provisions. 

 

20. How will end of life panels and batteries be disposed of? 

At the end of the solar farm’s lifetime, it will be decommissioned, which will form part of the 

planning permission. The exact details of how this will take place have not yet been decided, 

as it is impossible to know what recycling facilities will be available at the end of the project’s 

life. However, we will always seek to recycle as much as possible of the materials used in 

each project.  

 

21. What checks will be made to ensure all the minerals included in the manufacture of the 

panels and batteries are sourced in an environmentally friendly and sustainable way? 

All suppliers of solar panels and battery energy storage systems (BESS) for the project will 

be required to comply with internationally recognised standards for environmental 

responsibility and ethical sourcing, such as the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for 
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Responsible Mineral Supply Chains. We will work with manufacturers who have transparent 

supply chains and who publish sustainability reports detailing the origin of raw materials like 

lithium, cobalt, and rare earth elements, ensuring they are sourced from audited, responsible 

sources that minimise environmental impact and avoid exploitative practices. 

22. What checks will be made on the panel and battery manufacturers to ensure safe working 

conditions and ethical employment of staff? 

We will select panel and battery manufacturers that adhere to internationally recognised 

labour and human rights standards, such as those set out by the International Labour 

Organization (ILO). As part of our procurement process, we will require evidence of 

compliance with ethical employment practices, including independent audits or certifications 

like SA8000 or ISO 45001. This ensures workers are employed under safe conditions, with 

fair wages, no forced or child labour, and appropriate health and safety measures in place 

throughout the supply chain. 

Solar Panels 

23. Please detail the type of solar panels being used on the project.  

Bifacial, Monocrystalline Solar Photovoltaic modules. 

 

24. Please the detail the source of the solar panels. 

Procurement will be undertaken after planning permission is granted, at which point these 

details will be confirmed. 

 

 

25. Please detail the decision making behind this choice.  

Panels will be selected based on efficiency, performance and efficacy of the manufacturer as 

detailed in 21. and 22. 

 

26. The timeline for maintenance and replacements of solar panels.  

Generally, the panels will not need to be replaced as they have no moving parts and are 

expected to last the duration of the project. However, as the panels degrade over time and module 

performance will likely decrease over the duration of the project it is possible that panels will be 

replaced in order to improve the economic returns from the site. A small proportion of the panels 

will also fail due to failures in the homeotic seals and will be replaced when this is detected by 

the remote monitoring 

 

27. The max and min power output based on anytime of a calendar year.  

This will be subject to the final design. However, solar in the UK is considered to have a 

performance variance of around +/- 7% from one year to the next, with average yields from solar 

being around 1000MWh/MWp. Our solar export capacity is capped at 49.9MVA 

 

28. Any noise associated with invertors or any equipment that may require sound proofing 

and detail mitigation involved. 
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There is some noise associated with inverters. There will be a noise impact assessment 

submitted as part of the planning application, which will propose any necessary mitigation, 

and this will be scrutinised by the Council’s environmental health officer. 

29. The expected cleaning routine and approximate water used during a 12 months period. 

Generally, the panels will be cleaned once a year although monitoring can trigger additional 

cleaning if performance is reduced by dust on the surface of the panels. Cleaning of the 

panels is not considered particularly water intensive requiring around 1l/ panel. The majority 

of the cleaning of the panels occurs naturally through rainfall on the site. 

 

Substation 

30. Please detail the size of the substation in sqm and acres, the height, and the power output 

in relation to the battery storage site and the wider community.  

Total substation area is approximately 9.6 acres (38,953m2). The maximum height of any 

single item in the substation is the 400kV gantry at approximately 14m, however it should 

be noted that this is an open busbar substation and the highest items are not a solid 

structure. The power output of the substation is 800MW, which is matched to the maximum 

export capacity of the BESS units. 

31. Please specify whether the power produced is going to the Shipdham community. 

We are unable to supply Shipdham with the power directly due to market restrictions 

unfortunately. Regarding the physical use of power, it is not possible to point to an electron 

and trace its journey from where it is generated to where it is used. However, power 

broadly works like water, it feeds the first and nearest place that draws it. As such, the 

energy generated at this scheme will supply local homes, but will also supply other places, 

depending on the balance of energy supply and demand at any given time. 

32. Please detail the staff operational hours. 

For construction, this will be agreed with the Council as part of the planning application in 

the form of a Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP). For operations, the 

site will be remotely monitored with minimal staffing, in the form of occasional visits in a 

single vehicle by maintenance crews as needed, visits by landscaping contractors to carry 

out routine maintenance on hedgerows etc., and visits from security contractors only as 

and where security issues arise.  

33. Which company will build the substation. 

Procurement for this will take place after planning permission is granted, at which point 

these details will be confirmed. 

 

Electrical Network Connection 

34. Please detail the expected timeline for electrical connection, and power starting to the 

proposed site by National Grid if the site proposal was agreed by 2026. 

This will be subject to the current grid reforms. Connection is expected to be granted 

anywhere from 2028-2031 

 

35. Please detail any future requirements for a pylon line connecting to either Thetford or 

Necton substations. 
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There is no expected need for a new pylon, all cabling associated with this project is 

proposed to be undergrounded to avoid the need for pylons.  

 

Fire Safety 

36. Please detail your fire safety plan.  

Regener8 Power's commitment to submitting an outline Battery Safety Management Plan 

(BSMP) as part of the planning application is a critical first step. This vital document, which 

will be submitted for consultee review, details the outline fire safety management, 

firefighting strategy (including a Emergency Response Plan), and all other crucial 

measures for mitigating fire-related risks on site. 

37. Please include all trained staff and expected response times from local Fire services. 

Regener8 Power can't dictate the Fire and Rescue Service (FRS) response time; that's 

specific to the FRS's operational capabilities and incident management. Similarly, the 

outline Battery Safety Management Plan (BSMP), which focuses on the site's indicative 

design and systems, won't specify the number of trained personnel. Instead, the fire 

protection includes advanced automatic systems, integrated technology, and inherent fire-

resistant material design to prevent and mitigate incidents. 

38. Please detail all Fire prevention equipment for the site. 

 

The Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) containers will be built to meet NFPA 855 

standards, ensuring a high level of safety. Each container will be equipped with fire 

detection, suppression, gas detection, and ventilation systems. Additionally, dedicated fire 

water tanks will provide a two-hour supply of firefighting water (1,900 litres per minute), in 

line with National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) guidance, to support emergency services. 

 

39. Please details all Fire Services access points and routes to the site. 

Access for the Fire and Rescue Service is provided via two routes: the principal access 

through the former airfield, and an alternative emergency access point situated off Letton 

Road, for use when circumstances necessitate. 

40. Please detail how you will prevent any materials from a fire getting into the local water 

table. 

It's important to note that a fire requiring Fire and Rescue Service intervention is 

considered the worst-case scenario for a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) incident. 

Initially, the BESS containers are equipped with internal fire protection systems specifically 

designed to minimise the impact of a fire as far as reasonably practicable. 

Should a fire escalate, the environmental risk from firefighting runoff is not expected to be 

greater than that from typical fires. While trace amounts of heavy metals (like nickel and 

cobalt) can be released, these quantities are generally small and comparable to other fire 

incidents. Similarly, firefighting water exposed to batteries shows only mild acidity (around 

pH 6), which is often less acidic than standard fire runoff. The Fire and Rescue Service 

can monitor runoff water pH during operations to manage any potential impacts. 

 

41. Do you plan to have any separate buildings exclusively for fire shelters for staff and 

visitors? 
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At present, a dedicated fire shelter building is not considered necessary due to the 

absence of permanent on-site personnel. 

42. How often do you plan to have fire safety drills and involve external companies to maintain 

fire safety standards? 

Since this development will not be a permanently occupied building, the typical fire 

emergency evacuation plan duties required for staffed premises don't apply. 

However, once constructed, the overall fire safety management will become the 

responsibility of the site's operating organisation. This should include formulating fire 

safety management plans based on the development of the Battery Safety Management 

Plan (BSMP) submitted as part of the planning application. 

These plans will detail the maintenance and management of all fire safety equipment, 

including routine checks and servicing of detection and suppression systems. 

 

43. Please detail whether you wish to get a full fire safety accreditation at all stages of the 

build process? 

There isn't a single "full fire safety accreditation" for this type of development, as it differs 

from typical building projects and isn't subject to standard Building Control approval at the 

planning stage. 

 

 

Sound Proofing 

44. Please detail the height, size and type of sound walling you will install across the proposed 

site. 

At present, no such acoustic fencing is included in the plans, but in consultation with the 

planning officer, we will discuss our noise assessment, and if it is felt necessary to include 

this as part of our development, we will include it.  

45. Please explain your decision making process. 

Our decision will be made based on the expert advice of our consultants, the technical 

evidence they prepare, and the views of the local Planning Authority. 

46. Please details the suppliers used and the lifespan of all materials. 

Procurement for any equipment will not take place until after planning permission is 

granted, after which point these details will be confirmed. 

47. Please detail the expected decibel levels for the Substation, Invertors, Battery Storage 

and general movement around the proposed site.  

The greatest noise is likely to be during construction with accurate noise levels difficult to 

predict. The loudest operational part of the site will be the BESS units which produce 74db 

1m from the units. We have employed independent noise consultants to ensure each 

aspect of the project complies with planning requirements. 

48. Please detail mitigation for roads, residents, community spaces, schools, and other 

spaces within 4 miles from the proposed site. 
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This will be included in our noise assessment and submitted as part of the planning 

application. 

 

Security 

49. Please detail the staff operational hours. 

The site will be monitored remotely 24/7, using inward-facing CCTV cameras, that can 

only see inside the site itself. Security staff will only be deployed to the site in the event of 

an incident or a report. 

50. The levels of security required for the site from staff application to on-going day to day 

routine, and access procedure. 

Our security procedures are necessarily confidential; we cannot share these publicly. 

51. Please detail potential access security points across the site and type of barriers and 

procedure. 

The site will be secured using standard deer fencing and CCTV cameras.  

52. Please detail how many staff just for security their experience and national status across 

the site. 

We will use a respected security contractor, but procurement will not take place until after 

planning permission has been granted, after which point these details will be confirmed. 

53. Please details security zones, security buildings, lighting and the time of day that these 

items are in use. 

There will be no permanent lighting on site, nor separate security buildings. 

 

Water Storage 

54. Please detail water storage and usage across the site. 

Several tanks with at least 226,000l will be located on the site (subject to final design) 

55. Please detail stored water supply in case of fire prevention.  

Several tanks with at least 226,000l will be located on the site (subject to final design) 

56. Where and how this would be stored and accessed? 

This will be stored and access in accordance with Council policy and National Fire Chiefs 

Council guidance and will be accessible to Fire Service personnel in the event of a fire. 

57. Please detail how the proposed site will integrate, but not harm existing water supply and 

distribution across the local area. 

If required water tanks will be filled by tankers using nonlocal supplies. 

Access 

58. Please detail all access points across the site and the expected traffic levels and type per 

day/month/year. 

Full detail will be submitted as part of the planning application however to summarise - 

There are two access points, the main access being the same as used for the former 
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airfield, and a secondary access off Letton Road for use in emergencies where the main 

access is no available.  

During construction, there will be HGVs coming onto site to deliver materials, at a rate that 

averages around 1 per hour during the early stages of construction. Once the scheme is 

operational, there will be routine maintenance and operations visits, which will be a van 

visiting every two weeks or so. There may also be visits from security contractors as 

necessary and landscaping contractors on a seasonal schedule. 

 

59. There are currently two footpaths (FP5 and FP6) that run from Bird Corner to Grange 

Farm via Park Farm and the end of the old runways. How will these be preserved for 

public use? 

These are Public Rights of Way and will remain as such. There are no plans to divert them 

or obstruct them. 

 

Road Network Requirement 

60. Please detail access across the site via local roads during the build, and operational time 

periods. 

This will be agreed as part of a Construction Environment Management Plan with the 

Council if they grant planning permission. 

61. Please detail likely volume of large loads on local roads. 

There is only one abnormal load delivery, which will be the transformer for the substation. 

62. Time periods and mitigation. 

This will also be agreed in a Construction Environment Management Plan. 

63. The anticipated increase in heavy traffic along Letton Road, which has very limited 

footpaths and kerbs, could present a risk to pedestrian traffic. How does the company 

propose to mitigate the risk? 

The early phase of construction is the only time that this site will be having heavy goods 

vehicles coming to it. We will be consulting the Council’s Highways department, as well 

as our own independent transport consultants, to identify any risks and propose mitigation 

measures. This will be submitted as part of our Transport Assessment, which will 

accompany the planning application. 

 

Employment 

64. Please detail staffing levels across the site during the build and operational periods of use. 

This is difficult to forecast accurately and will be determined by the construction partner 

after consent. Typically, a development of this size would see a maximum of 300 

construction workers on site at any given time with an average likely to be around 150. 

During operation of the site this will range from 1- 5 security and monitoring personnel to 

around 5-30 staff on site during maintenance and cleaning. 

65. Please details type of employment roles. 

People will be employed for construction, security, maintenance, and landscaping duties. 
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66. Please detail type of employment status/contract i.e. permanent or temporary or transient. 

Procurement will not take place until after planning permission is granted, after which point 

these details will be confirmed. 

67. Please detail levels of security clearance. 

Roles will not require security clearance. For security, we will use well respected 

contractors who are well-versed in best practice and procedures.  

68. Please detail staff accommodation during site use and how often per day do staff leave 

the site to use local amenities. 

Once operational, there will be no permanent staff on site. During construction there may 

be a site hut for construction worker welfare. We don’t have information on how often they 

are likely to leave to use local amenities, but it is expected that many of them will use local 

shops, restaurants etc.  

69. Please detail toilet and food facilities as appropriate and how these integrate with the 

current landscape. 

There will be temporary site hut and toilet facilities for construction staff to use. There will 

be no permanent structures for these purposes. 

70. Please detail the amount of local employment the site will directly and indirectly create.  

Whilst we cannot guarantee local employment on the site this will be sought if practicable. 

The project will represent significant job creation within the sector. 

71. How much youth employment and training will be created? 

As an emerging industry, the project is likely to represent opportunities for youth 

employment and training. However, this will ultimately be determined by our construction 

partner and their hiring processes. 

72. Please detail the local (Norfolk/Suffolk/UK) employed across suppliers and services 

companies during the planning, build, and operational phases of the proposal. 

We have not completed procurement yet, and so do not have these details. Where we 

possible, we employ locally, but due to the specialised technical nature of some roles, it 

is likely that some of those may be employed from further afield. 

73. If the any other suppliers or services are employed outside local/UK please detail. We 

hope the applicant is an equal opportunity employer. 

As procurement has not been completed, we do not have these details, however it is likely 

that some of our suppliers will come from overseas. For example, there are no UK-based 

manufacturers of solar panels that can produce at the scale of a solar farm. 

 

Training 

74. Please detail any aims to integrate with schools or colleges in the local area in order to 

education and train to create future employment of the company and proposed site. 

Regener8 would welcome the opportunity to provide talks in the community if requested 

to do so. 

75. Please detail the type of education and role that would suit locally employed staff. 
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We employ a broad range of people with a broad range of education, from security 

contractors, to engineers, to landscape contractors. 

 

Community Benefits 

76. Does the applicant intend to create any kind of Community Benefit fund either financial or 

in services to act as a legacy fund for the Shipdham Community who are directly affected 

by the site in the future? 

Yes, there will be a community benefit fund put in place, which will pay out £100,000 per 

year for the first 15 years of the development, totalling £1,500,000 to the community.  

77. If so, please detail, and who will administer, and when do you intend the fund to start 

operating? 

This has not yet been agreed and will be considered separately to the planning 

application. We have several options, which include paying the funds directly to local 

Parish Councils, or instructing a local community foundation to manage the money and 

disburse funds on our behalf.  

78. What other, if any, direct benefits will be available to the local community as a result of 

this scheme? 

Our biodiversity net gain proposals will mean enhanced habitat for local wildlife, studies 

show that wildlife, particularly birdlife flourishes on solar farms. See link to Cambridge 

University/RSPB study here. 

 

The long term legacy of battery site 

79. What is the long-term legacy of the Battery Storage and Solar site at Shipdham Airfield?  

Much of the scheme will be temporary, with the solar farm and battery storage schemes 

having planning permission for 55 years. After this time has elapsed, these will be 

decommissioned, with the land being much improved by years of being rested from 

mechanised agricultural use and benefiting from our biodiversity enhancements. The 

substations will have planning permission for 99 years and is expected to be a part of the 

grid infrastructure for the long-term.  

80. Do you see the site expanding it battery or solar area within 10 years? 

No.  

81. Please details any other possible extensions to the site with this in mind. 

We do not anticipate there being any possibility of expansion. 

Timescales 

82. Please detail timescale and key events for the build process. 

We are submitting planning in June. Assuming we are successful and are able to have 

the project determined in 2025, we are targeting to start the build in 2027/2028. 

83. Please detail timescale and key events for the employment process. 

There will be opportunity for employment during the construction process which will likely 

start in 2027/2028.  For example, this can range from construction jobs to landscaping 

works. 

https://www.cam.ac.uk/www.cam.ac.uk/stories/solar-biodiversity-birds
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84. Please detail timescale and key events for the network integration process. 

We are reliant on National Grid to provide us with an energisation date which we are 

hoping to be in 2028/2029 

85. Please detail timescale and key events for the lifespan of the site. 

We are submitting planning for the project with a lifespan of 40 years from energisation. 

 

Planning 

86. Please detail the organisation both local and national you wish to involve with the site after 

the proposal is potentially agreed, and what level of certification needed to be agreed 

before moving through each stage of the build process. 

A construction partner has not yet been selected and will be determined post consent if 

the project is approved. All construction partners will conform with industry standards. 

 

87. Do you intend to involve Shipdham PC and Breckland Planning in regular update 

meetings during the build in order to keep local residents and businesses informed? 

Yes, we are happy to provide regular updates to local residents and stakeholders, as 

necessary. We are happy to agree with these with you in the future. 

 

Sound/Visual Mitigation 

88. Please visually demonstrate how the site will be integrated into the current landscape and 

mitigation of any visual or audio impact on the local residents, businesses, road network 

and wildlife. 

This will be covered by our noise assessment and landscape and visual impact 

assessment, both of which will be submitted as part of the planning application. 

 

Aircraft and Shipdham Airfield 

89. The local area is a low altitude training zone for aircraft from Lakenheath, Marham, and 

The UK Corps Helicopter Wing. Please detail how the company will inform, engage and 

implement changes to the nature of the Shipdham Airfield site in relation to military 

exercises. 

This was mentioned to us at the consultation and we are currently investigating, we would 

welcome any guidance available to help us engage local military stakeholders as you 

suggest. 

 

90. Please detail accident prevention in relation to aircraft. 

This is not something we are required to prepare for the submission of the planning 

application, however, we are keen to be good neighbours and will be engaging with 

military stakeholders to understand if there are measures we need to take in this regard. 
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91. Please detail how solar panels, the battery storage and any electrical equipment will be 

adapted to deal with aircraft movements near the proposed site. 

This is not something we are required to prepare for the submission of the planning 

application, however, we are keen to be good neighbours and will be engaging with 

military stakeholders to understand if there are measures we need to take in this regard. 

 

92. Please details any specialist training required. 

Apologies, we weren’t clear on what this question pertained to. Our personnel come from 

broad backgrounds and carry out varied functions, some of which require specialist 

training. 

 

93. Please detail any national security schemes the site will ultimately be involved with. 

None in terms of involvement with security service or military. We consider energy security 

to be a vital component of our national security however.  

 

94. Shipdham Airfield was an active USAF base during WWII and we still receive visitors from 

the USA whose ancestors served here during the war. These visitors like to go to the 

Airfield site to stand where their family members were based. How will you maintain 

access to this historic site and the original landing strips?  

There are no remains of the previously active base within our project red line. The 

landowners family are to this day very receptive of any visitors for this reason and access 

currently provided to this area will not be affected by our project. 

 

Food Security 

95. What is the current grade of the farmland that is being proposed for this site? 

Mostly grade 3 (moderate quality) land, a full agricultural land assessment will be 

submitted as part of the planning application, which will give greater detail. 

 

96. What assessment has been made on the impact of this plan and its removal of the 

farmland from productive agriculture with regard to food security?  

No site-specific assessment has been undertaken, however, the President of the NFU has 

stated he does not believe that solar farms represent a threat to our food security, the total 

amount of land required to meet the nation’s solar needs would represent building on 

around 0.39% of the country’s land, according to a University of Lancaster study. This is 

around half of the amount of land currently used for golf courses in the UK, and less land 

than is currently used for airports or growing Christmas trees.   

 

97. What mitigation measures are proposed to offset this loss? 

As noted by the House of Lords, two of the greatest threats to British farming and food 

security are climate change and biodiversity loss. By allowing this land to rest from 

intensive mechanised agricultural use, and using the land to improve local biodiversity, 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/individual-solar-farms-do-not-threaten-national-food-security-farming-leader-b2610869.html#:~:text=National%20Farmers%27%20Union%20(NFU),projects%20were%20not%20necessarily%20wrong.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/individual-solar-farms-do-not-threaten-national-food-security-farming-leader-b2610869.html#:~:text=National%20Farmers%27%20Union%20(NFU),projects%20were%20not%20necessarily%20wrong.
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/researchers-use-satellite-imagery-to-shed-light-on-uk-solar-farm-land-use
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/news/researchers-use-satellite-imagery-to-shed-light-on-uk-solar-farm-land-use
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/12/truss-plan-to-block-solar-farms-is-deeply-unpopular-so-why-is-she-so-keen#:~:text=The%20real%20reasons%20for%20Truss,With%20herself.
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this scheme will make a long-term contribution to our food security by helping the soil to 

recover, that it may in the future be used for productive agriculture again. 

 

 


