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SHIPDHAM HISTORY GROUP

During the past year we continued with our usual activities; the collection of items and information pertaining
to the history of Shipdham and the ongoing research these initiate. Our aim is to share what we have with
those who are interested, both locally and far and wide.

We do this in many ways, writing monthly articles for Shipdham News, some of which have also been published
in Dereham Heritage Trust’s quarterly newsletter. The topics explored cover a wide spectrum, all relating to
both the older and more recent elements of Shipdham history.

Like many other heritage groups, social media works well for us and our Shipdham History Group Facebook
page now has over 1,100 followers and contributors both locally and worldwide - allowing people to reconnect
and share the pleasure and nostalgia of their younger days, and at the same time giving us the opportunity to
learn more about the heritage of the village and local area.

We have links to Dereham Heritage Trust and enjoy stewarding the 500 year-old Bishop Bonner’s Cottage
Museum beside St. Nicholas’ church.

Our major fund-raising activity last year was to organise the fantastically successful event in All Saints church
in June when the Pot of Gold Shanty singers raised the roof of a full church and half of the profit raised was
given to All Saints as hosts. Our share of the proceeds allowed us to purchase a hew projector and we have
dates in the diary for more slide presentations this year. We hope to repeat this extremely successful event in
the coming year when Steve Price and his shanty singers can hopefully again fit us in their busy schedule. An
exhibition of music in Shipdham through time will accompany that event.

Funds raised allowed us to purchase various items which came up for sale that were closely related to the
village. These included a nineteenth-century pewter jug, and an engraved cigarette case which had been given
by the Shipdham Labour Party of the early twentieth-century. We also donated £50 to All Saints church for a
new visitor book, and bought a poppy wreath for the remembrance service at the war memorial in November.

Items have been donated to us, such as the beautiful Boys Brigade bugle that was owned by the Robinson
family as well as many photographic collections. Many more photographs are loaned to us temporarily for
scanning and storage in our digital archive which currently holds 12,300 images related to the village.

Later this month we have arranged access to the family collection of Bernard Wilkins who lived in Shipdham
and died in World War Il. He is honoured on the war memorial in the churchyard. We hope that images,
documents, and memorabilia relating to him and that period in the village will return home soon.

We feel we have a responsibility to speak up when the heritage of the village is threatened and we see what we
consider to be the unnecessary destruction of village life, such as the USAAF 44th Bomb Group control tower on
Shipdham Airfield Industrial Estate, the road access for building developments over hidden graves at the
Chapel Street Wesleyan Chapel site and the felling of healthy mature trees on Bullock Park. When our
heritage becomes simply an inconvenience then SHG will always have its say. Someone needs to speak up for
it on behalf of all who those who do care.
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