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Just under a year ago in May 2023, we set off for our visit to our French friends in 
Noyant la Gravoyère near Angers on the Loire River. For the first time, we all travelled 
independently by car via Eurotunnel or by overnight ferry, flying to Nantes or by train to 
Angers. Everybody took the opportunity to stay for a bit more time than just the 
twinning, which was more relaxing and made the most of going to France. Some 
travelled a week early, some stayed on a week or more afterwards. When we travelled by 
bus we always seemed to arrive late. However, despite all our different ways of 
travelling, another first is that we all arrived on time.  

In about 4 weeks’ time, I’m pleased to say that we will be welcoming 26 adults 
and 7 children, a total of 34 French people. They will be hosted by 30 adults and 2 
children, a total of 32. So, with one or two other non-hosting people joining us, we will 
be a party of 69. The 9 children are French or English grandchildren of those who started 
off 39 years ago on our Shipdham Twinning venture in 1985. The dad of our new family of 
4 attended Thomas Bullock primary as it was then, but they happen to live in Norwich 
now. Shipdham Twinning Association has members from Norwich, Sheringham, 
Dereham, Tuddenham, Gressenhall, Wymondham, Necton, Bawdeswell, Ashill and 
even, believe it or not, Shipdham. Given how long the Association has been going, it is 
not surprising that people have moved away in that time from the Shipdham area, but 
many have been keen to maintain contact with the Twinning. I’ve said it before, but it 
bears repeating that we are one of only two village twinnings in Norfolk (the other one is 
Heacham), where even some towns operate with fewer than 20 in their exchanges, but 
here we are in little ol’ Shipdham with nearly 70.  We think that this is quite an 
international feather in Shipdham’s cap. 

As it happens, we are taking our guests to Great Yarmouth this year which has 
been twinned with the French town of Rambouillet not far from Paris for over 60 years 
and is the second oldest twinning in Britain. Twinning came about with the idea of 
bringing European peoples together following the Second World War. The principle was 
that we all have far more in common than we have differences even after the 
devastation of 6 years fighting. Some might think that continuing to cultivate European 
friendships is outdated what with Brexit and World War 2 was so long ago now. We 
would reply with one word: Ukraine.  

Our Association thrives on getting together and having some fun, which is why 
we are keen to include others in Shipdham and beyond even if they may not necessarily 
be interested in twinning…yet. We have our Beetle drive here in the WI hall this Saturday, 
7pm, for £4 a head, bring your own snacks and drinks. We have free French sessions 
which are a fun way of brushing up rusty language skills. We will be having our 
midsummer wine tasting on June 22nd from 5 until 7pm with food included. The 
important bit is that all are invited to come and join us, not just twinners and keep our 
little beacon of international friendship going for even grandchildren to enjoy. 


