Shipdham - Annual Breckland District Councillors Report 2025

District Councillors are elected to serve their whole electorate
across their wards, which in our case includes Shipdham,
Scarning, Cranworth, Wood Rising, Letton, Cranworth High
Common and Southburgh.

Councillors have a wide range of roles within the District Council,
including representation on a large number of outside bodies
(e.g. A47 alliance, drainage boards, armed forces covenant
board and health and wellbeing) all of which are of interest in
some way to their parishes. Councillors also undergo a large
amount of training, including cyber and personal safety, mental
health awareness, licencing, housing, finance, data protection
and safeguarding, all of which enables them to be more effective
in their parishes. Much of the Council’s time is now taken up with
the Local Plan, Devolution and Local Government
Reorganisation, and now Solar Farms, however day to day
services continue to be delivered until other local government
systems are in place.

Our current concentration is of course on the new Local Plan,
Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation and now of
Solar Farms across our region.

Shipdham Specific

For Shipdham specific in the past year, both Paul and | continued
to represent at planning committees if requested to do so, and
worked with officers on enforcement issues and other planning
issues such as gypsies and travellers. We have worked with a
number of agencies to support our local primary school with its
RAAC issues, and have spent many hours on a licensing matter.
We have supported applications from Shipdham for a number of
grants, and always signpost groups and individuals to a range of



help and support from Breckland. | have been working with Rev.
Laura to get the new Pop up Pantry to visit Shipdham which | am
delighted to say returns on 30™ April at the Church. | have also
worked with the Parish Council, residents and officers to achieve
the Community Garden in Parklands.

Of course much of our work within our ward is sensitive and
confidential, and whilst not identifying any individual persons or
situations, work has included:

Emergency Housing

Planning representation at committee

Vulnerable adults

Mental health

Safeguarding

Domestic Abuse

Financial and other urgent support

Anti Social Behaviour

Dogs

Licensing

DEFRA and Breckland re Avian Flu outbreaks

Some cases can take as little as 5 minutes to resolve, others
take hours, even days or months, with numerous interactions to
try and reach a solution. Different parishes have different needs,
and we have to be sensitive and appropriately reactive to
whatever is thrown at us.

We continue to work with Housing Associations, the Police,
Operational Partnership Team, all the teams at Breckland, our
County Councillors and NCC, and a multitude of other agencies
to try and resolve issues, large and small. Some take a five
minute phone call, others take hours of visiting, negotiating,
challenging decisions, and regular follow up calls once a matter
is concluded to check all is still well.



We do our best — but our time is limited now, as we move rapidly
into Local Government Reorganisaiton. Breckland will not exist
— there will be no district councillors — who you take your
questions and concerns to in the future? Paul and | don’t know —
but we will keep our ward updated as best we can, when we do
know.

We thank you for your support and co-operation over the years
we have served you. Without the team support of our parish
councils and especially our parish clerks, our work would be a
lot harder to do — and far less enjoyable.

Lynda Turner
Paul Hewett



