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COVER COMPETITION RUNNERS UP 

We loved all 
your entries, 
and these 
were very 
close runners 
up. 

Congratulations and thank you.  

Look out for more in future magazines. 

SHIPDHAM      NEWS 

Cover Competition 

Thank you to everyone who entered our Cover Design 

Competition this year. We love the action and vibrancy 

of this picture, a true reflection of Shipdham in summer. 

 

See more entries inside and on the back cover! 

JULY AND AUGUST 2021 
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TEXT 

Coronavirus latest: 

Trusted information: www.nhs.uk/coronavirus   and 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

“Are we there yet?” 

“Not yet: just a little while longer…” 

Recent government advice and action:  

Step 4 delayed from 21 June to 19 July – At the date of printing, Step 4 of the 
Government Roadmap was delayed to 19 July a couple of weeks ago when 2 
out of the 4 key tests could no longer meet the 21 June date. If data is “much 
better than expected”, some restrictions could be eased on Monday 5 July, but 
a decision to remove all limits will not be confirmed until July 12. 

All adults should receive their first dose of vaccine by 19 July, with many 
receiving a second dose within 8 weeks.  The 30-person cap for wedding 
ceremonies and receptions, as well as wakes, has been lifted  
from June 21 

As we move through each of these phases in the roadmap, we must all 
remember that COVID-19 remains a part of our lives. We are going to have to 
keep living our lives differently to keep ourselves and others safe. We must 
carry on with ‘hands, face, space’. Comply with the COVID-Secure measures 

that remain in place. Meet outdoors when we can and keep letting fresh air in. 
Get tested when needed. Get vaccinated when offered. If we all continue to play 
our part, we will be that bit closer to a future that is more familiar. 

Your Parish Council – Your Call 
Contact the Clerk in first instance on any parish matter: June Smith - 01760 440953 
Councillors’ contact details are: 

Carole Playford (Chair) 07954 120345 or 822154 

Paul Hewett (Vice Chair) 820354 James Shelley 07854 402025 

Marlene Secker 820327 Jo Dewing 821285 Lynda Turner 07500 818315 

Simon Smith 07885 113860      Sam Shelley 07711 362462 

  Barry Allum 820024      Mark Crane 821440      Dale Wordley 07432 097757   

http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Do you need help or advice regarding a safeguarding concern or COVID-19?  

Call someone. Anyone. But do call. 

Shipdham helpline: 07731 843061      Shipdham Surgery: 820225 

Norfolk helpline: 0344 8008020  

Highlights from the recent Parish Council meeting on June 
21 held at the WI Hall using appropriate distancing.  Full 
minutes are available online or through the Clerk once 
approved: 

Cllr Paul Hewett, in the Chair in the absence of Carole 
Playford; welcome back to Councillors and the few 
members of the public who attended in person: it was great 
to begin a “normal” approach to Council meetings after 
such a long delay.  

Co-option of new Councillor Dale Wordley following 
publication of vacancy and appropriate time limits  

Approvals and comments raised for various financial 
matters, and current and planned planning 
applications and appeals, including comments raised 
on planned blanket TPO at Bullock Park, amendments 
and plans for the “coal yard” site and area, and 
variations on a number of current and existing 
planning applications 

Agreement and funding approval for streetlights and 
replacement streetlights, including solar lights at the 
Thomas Bullock Academy following consultation with 
the headteacher, and in line with budgeted 
information 

Agreement for match funding for enhancement works at 
the WI Hall in match-funded support of grant 
application to Breckland’s Spring Back Grant scheme 

Agreement for funding for new tables at the Bullock Park  
Agreement to support PCC in planned “Village Christmas 

Street Market” in November this year 
Next meeting planned for Monday 12 July 2021: this should 
be face-to-face in the WI Hall subject to COVID restrictions 
and lockdown easement over the next few weeks.  
Numbers will be limited within the Hall and questions 
should be put in writing where possible.  Come September 
we should be back to normal! 

Welcome to the Shipdham 
Parish Council Notice 
Board.   
 
Contact Paul Hewett, 
Simon Smith, or James 
Shelley for further 
information. 

Web site: www.shipdham.org   

Clerk: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com 

Can all householders 
remember to cut their 
hedges right back from 
a footpath to make it 
safer and easier for 
pedestrians to pass 
safely. Thank you! 

Congratulations to our 
newest Councillor Dale 

Wordley! Looking 
forward to working with 

you. 

Parish Council meetings 
are normally at the WI Hall, 

on the 2nd Monday of 
each month. 15 minutes in 
each meeting are for your 
questions – please pop in 

and have your say: it 
would be lovely to see 

you!! 
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the best known short stories of Jesus. 

We love the generosity of the Samaritan in the face of hypocrisy of the others who 

walked on by. We warm to the Samaritan for he does what is right. When we tell 

the story today we do it knowing that Samaritans are good people.  They are life 

savers. You can ring the Samaritans on 116 123 twenty four hours a day, seven days 

a week. You can email them:  jo@samaritans.org. They are life savers, comforters, 

life givers. They do fantastic work.  

 

 

 

 

 

When Jesus told a parable they were loaded with cultural baggage which would have 

made his listeners mighty uncomfortable. To put it very crudely, and please do not 

take offence, many a Jew of the day would say the ‘only good Samaritan was a dead 

Samaritan’.  

A man comes to Jesus, asking about eternal life.  Within the discussion and wanting 

to make sure he is living well he asks Jesus who is his neighbour; after all the 

summary of the law says, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 

neighbour as yourself’.  

Who is my neighbour and how do you love your neighbour?   

The story Jesus tells contains good and reliable people – religious people, educated 

people – and a ‘nightmare’ person.  In Jewish culture the Samaritans were the rank 

remains of the apostate nation of Israel. (The Samaritans would say the same about 

the Jews of Judah – there was no love lost).  Under Ahab and Jezebel (if this were a 

pantomime you would now be booing and hissing) the northern kingdom of Israel, 

centred on the town of Samaria became embroiled in all kinds of idolatry and 

inhuman practices. In 720 BC the kingdom was overrun by the Assyrians, but the 

descendants of old Israel remained, shunned by the Jews of the southern kingdom of 

Judah based around Jerusalem. 

PAUL’S POST 

http://www.shipdham.org
mailto:clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
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A reading through the Gospels will show that Jews had no dealings with Samaritans – 

they would not even drink from the same cups or eat off the same plates.  So 

‘unclean’ were these people that to meet and touch them was to become ‘polluted’. 

You avoided Samaritans – and they avoided the Jews. There was no love and no 

neighbourly love. You told the children to avoid them – a bit like the old ‘bogeyman’ 

stories – you kept your children well away from these people. 

To have a Samaritan as a hero in a Jewish preacher’s story was scandalous. In this 

story Jesus debunked the myth that only good Jews were good enough for God. He 

debunked the myth that culture can choose its villains and heroes. He debunked the 

myth that different races and religious groups are full of ‘bad’ people. A true 

neighbour is one who loves God and genuinely loves his neighbour – dare you love 

those across cultural divides of race, ethnicity, religion, sexuality and class?  If it 

makes you uncomfortable being challenged by such things – think how hard it was 

when the parable was first heard. 

Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into 

the hands of the robbers?’  He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’ 

Revd Paul Cubitt 

Team Rector 
 

 

 

FROM REV PAUL CUBITT 

45 

SHIPDHAM GARDEN CLUB 

Shipdham Garden Club & Horticultural Society 
Calendar of Events 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 

@shipdham.gardenclub 
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We are always delighted to receive 

contributions to the Shipdham News. If you 
would like to write an article or report or if 

you run a village organisation and would like 
to publicise your programme, please email the 

Editors at shipdham.news@hotmail.com  

Articles should be no more than 200 words 

for half a page or 350 for a full page (to leave 
space for an accompanying image). Please take 

note that the Editors reserve the right to alter 

or remove an article. 

Thank you for your contributions during the 
pandemic, they are much appreciated. And 

particular thanks to the Parish Council for 

their unwavering support  this year. 

SHIPDHAM  NEWS 

Advertising Rates 

1/8 page £100 p.a. 

1/4 page £150 p.a. 

1/2 page £200 p.a. 

Full page £350 p.a. 

The advertising year runs from 

September to August. Ten 

editions are printed each year.  

Please contact Theresa Hewett 

for more details 820354. 
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All Saints’ Tower Floodlighting 

The floodlighting for July is sponsored by Linda and Michael Humphries in loving 

memory of Maureen Humphries and David Saker. Always. 

August’s floodlighting is sponsored in grateful thanks to all those who work stoically 

behind the scenes for the love of our heritage and community in Shipdham.  

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting at All Saints’ Church for a particular 

month to commemorate a special person or event, please contact Theresa Hewett 

on trhewett@outlook.com or by telephone to 01362 820354.  

We are very grateful to all our sponsors who help to pay for the church lighting 

through their donations. The suggested donation is £35 per month.  

 

Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance is open every day. If you would like to have an entry in 

the Book in memory of a loved one please contact Theresa Hewett on 01362 

820354 or by email to trhewett@outlook.com or drop the details through our door 

with your £5 donation. 

CHURCH NOTICES 

Services are now being held in 

the Church 

 

We are delighted to be back in 

church for services. Please 

remember to socially distance and 

that face masks must be worn at 

all times in All Saints’ Church as in 

all other public places unless 

exempt in order to comply with 

Government guidance, and to act 

on Jesus’ commandment to love 

your neighbour. 

Details of July and August services 

can be found on pages 5 and 6. 
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We will be praying in July for all those who live in: 

Shipdham: High Street, Church Close, Chapel Street, The Green, Market Street, 

Dereham Road, Church Lane 

Bradenham: Church Street, Hale Road, South End 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for, please 

contact Revd Doreen Fotherby 

JULY                                                                  CHURCH  

Services in July and August 

There are services every Wednesday at 10.00 am in Shipdham Church. Night 

Prayer of Compline moves around the benefice every Sunday. Check the website 

or pew news to find the venue. https://www.derehamanddistrictteam.org.uk/. 

 

Sunday 4th July  The 5th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Informal Worship  Shipdham – please note earlier time 

9.30 am Holy Communion BCP Bradenham 

 

Sunday 11th July  The 6th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Informal Worship  Bradenham  Village Hall 

11.15 am Holy Communion  Shipdham 

 

Sunday 18th July  The 7th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Matins BCP   Bradenham 

11.15 am Morning Praise  Shipdham 

6.00 pm Compline   Shipdham– also streamed to Facebook  

 

Sunday 25th July  The 8th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Parish Communion BCP Bradenham 

11.15 am Parish Communion  Shipdham 
 

 

 

 

43 

SHIPDHAM HALL 

Amelia and William were both novelists, though not of any great note, Amelia 

having more success than her brother. Having been kindly supplied with, and read, 

Amelia Barker’s own copy of her brother William’s novel ‘Lame Dogs’ which was 

found in the USA by a fellow researcher in New York, we suspect that very few 

copies were sold or survive.  It is indeed a ‘lame’ story! 

William’s Shipdham Hall library bookplate was designed by the artist Anning Bell 

and the motto surrounding it which reads ‘PRO ME SI MEREOR IN ME’ translates 

from Latin as ‘For me, or against me, as I deserve’. 

William died in Italy in 1895 aged only 33 years.  He never married after an 

engagement was broken off and he died without an heir.  He appears to have led an 

aimless and dissolute life.  William died intestate and letters of administration were 

granted to his two sisters. His sister Amelia died in 1902 aged only 46 years.   

On the death of William Bullock-Barker, Shipdham Hall was again available to let 

and an advertisement was printed on 24 August 1895 in ‘The Field’, the ‘County 

Gentleman’s newspaper’: 

We had no idea of the important society connections associated with the 

inhabitants of Shipdham Hall and there have been many surprises along the way.  

More next time…. 

Shipdham History Group 

Beanie Brown (01362 820068), Sue Dewing (820324) & Marlene Secker 

(820327) 
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SHIPDHAM HALL 

Augustus Lennox 

left Shipdham Hall 

before his death in 

July 1883.  In 

October of the 

same year, 

Shipdham estate 

owner George 

Barker committed 

suicide in Great Yarmouth and the Hall passed into new hands. 

George Barker’s elder daughter Julia married Bazett Haggard of West Bradenham 
Hall, brother of the author H. Rider Haggard, and a barrister by profession who 

lived at Kirby Cane Hall in 1881.  After her father’s death she encouraged her 21-
year-old brother William to change his surname from Barker to Bullock-Barker to 

allow him to inherit considerable wealth and property from the Bullock estate 

including Shipdham Hall. 

By 1891, tenant Charles Harvey Goring and his wife and family were living at the 

Hall farming the land and running the Hall and estate.  The chief landowners in 

Shipdham then were Eton College, King’s College, Cambridge and William George 

Benjamin Barker, George Barker’s only son. 

Some time ago we researched the connections between local households of similar 

social standing, viz., the Bullock, Barker and Haggard families.  Shipdham Hall 

provided a clear link between all those families of landed gentry. 

            

    William’s Bookplate and ‘Impressionist Study’  Amelia’s Bookplate                      
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Sunday 1st August  The 9th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Informal Worship  Shipdham – please note earlier time 

9.30 am Holy Communion BCP Bradenham 

 

Sunday 8th August  The 10th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Café Church   Bradenham  Village Hall 

11.15 am Holy Communion  Shipdham 

6.00 pm Compline   Bradenham– also streamed to Facebook  

 

Sunday 15th August  The 11th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Matins BCP   Bradenham 

11.15 am Morning Praise  Shipdham 

6.00 pm Compline   Shipdham– also streamed to Facebook  

 

Sunday 22nd August  The 12th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am Parish Communion BCP Bradenham 

11.15 am Parish Communion  Shipdham 

No Compline this Sunday 

 

Sunday 29th August  The 13th Sunday after Trinity 

11.15 am Holy Communion  Shipdham 

6.00 pm Evensong   Bradenham– also streamed to Facebook  

SERVICES                                                         AUGUST 

We will be praying in August for all those who live in: 

Shipdham: Brick Kiln Lane, Pound Green Close, Pound Green Lane, Fieldfare 

Loke, Watery Lane, Mill Road, Mill Estate, Letton Close  

Bradenham: Halfmile Drift, New Lane, School Road 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for, please 

contact Revd Doreen Fotherby 
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ANDY’S CARS 

CAR BODY REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

 

CALL (01362) 822177 

Unit 2, The Old Foundry, Market Street, Shipdham 

⚫ Quality Accident 

Repairs 

⚫ Full/Part Resprays 

⚫ Welding 

⚫ Panel Beating 

⚫ Colour Coding 

Peter Rudling Travel 

Specialists in Airport Transfers, 

Train Stations & Seaports 

24 Hour Service (Pre-Booked) 

Mercedes Cars | Wedding Car Service 

Contact us on: 01362 821140  

07776040004 / 07545560565 

www.peterrudlingtravel.co.uk 

Breckland Brush 

Chimney Sweep 
& Stove Installation 

NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS 

www.brecklandbrush.co.uk 

Qualified Experienced Professional 

01953 881579 | 07966 298777 

David A Cutting Building Surveyors Ltd 

Breckland Business Centre : St Withburga Lane: Dereham  

CHARTERED SURVEYORS & ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS 

Tel: 01362 821000 or visit us at: www.dacsurveyors.co.uk 

CONTACT US BEFORE YOU PURCHASE OR BUILD 

W.C. LITTLEPROUD & SON 

 Owned by the Littleproud family for over 75 years 

 Pre-Paid & Pre-arrangement funeral plans available 

 Horse-drawn & Green Funerals 

Tel: 01362 695458 or 01760 440269 

“Our family taking  

care of your family” 

Serving Mid-Norfolk 
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SHIPDHAM HALL 

As his two youngest children had been born in Shipdham we deduced that they had 

been living in the Hall for at least six years and the 1875 Norfolk directory 

confirms this; however, George Barker was still then the owner of the Hall and 

estate.  The other major landowner in Shipdham in 1875 was Wyrley Birch, lord of 

the manor. 

Major General Augustus Lennox 

Whilst living at Shipdham Major General Lennox lived 

to see his eldest daughter Mabel married in October 

1881 to the Rev. F.A.J. Hervey, Rector of 

Sandringham, Domestic Chaplain to the Prince of 

Wales, and eldest son of the late Lord Alfred Hervey.  

The marriage took place in St. Paul’s Church in 

Knightsbridge and according to the Norfolk Mercury of 

28th October ‘The Prince and Princess of Wales, 

accompanied by the Princesses Louise, Victoria and Maud of Wales…honoured the 

ceremony by their presence, and at its conclusion signed the Register in the Vestry where 

the Princess of Wales presented the bride with a handsome bracelet’.  This very grand 

society affair was attended by aristocracy from throughout the land. 

The marriage register here shows the signatures of the Prince, later 

King Edward VII, and Princess of Wales as witnesses to the wedding 

ceremony 

This report goes on to detail the wedding breakfast at Lady Walsingham’s London 

home.  The families must have been well known to each other as we had already 

noted that the youngest of the Lennox children born at Shipdham bore the 

forenames Henry de Grey.  The de Grey family of Merton Hall near Watton bear 

the title of Lord Walsingham. 
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SHIPDHAM HISTORY GROUP 

Diana, the elder Miss Bullock, who was born in 1777 when George III was on the 

throne, died on 13th February 1864, aged 86 years.  Her sister Catherine died three 
weeks later on 7th March and their sister Susanna Girling (nee Bullock) of Scarning 

Rectory died one week after that on 13th March.  Mary Bullock was left alone at 
Shipdham Hall having lost all her three sisters in the space of one month.  The 

cause of their deaths is not yet known but will be researched further and the 
chances of them all succumbing to one of many infectious diseases of the time is 

likely.   

Although Thomas Bullock died in 1736, Kelly’s Norfolk Directory of 1892 states 

that it was not until 1864 that Mary Bullock saw the completion of the 1749 
building adding the school house with master’s residence so that reading, writing 

and arithmetic could be taught by the master in residence without charge to 
parents of Shipdham children.  That addition cost £1,000 and the school was later 

enlarged in 1875 to accommodate 240 children.  The old school beside the village 
green (formerly the camping land) was later replaced by the new school in Pound 

Green Lane which was officially opened by the Bishop of Norwich in May 1982.  

Mary Bullock died four years later in Shipdham in 1868 leaving an estate of £18,000 
worth around two million pounds today.  Both Diana and Catherine had died 

leaving similar amounts. 

In the 1870s the Hall residents were the Barker family, the household head was 

George Barker, son of Shipdham Rector, the Reverend Benjamin Barker.  George 
had moved there from Holt Hall with his young family after the death of his wife 

Diana, daughter of Suzanna Girling nee Bullock.  Diana died in 1882 five weeks after 
the birth of her young son William and it appears that her husband never 

recovered from her loss. 

George’s children in the census of 1871 were Julia Diana (aged 17), Amelia Mary 

(aged 15) and William George (aged 8).  Their father was away from home and the 
children were cared for by staff at the Hall including a governess for the children’s 

education, cook, housekeeper, lady’s maid (presumably for Julia), many other 
household and chamber maids, a footman, and a footboy named James Scott, the 

only servant known to be born in Shipdham. According to the census the 

population of Shipdham in 1871 was 1,595. 

In 1881 Major General Augustus Lennox of the Royal Artillery lived as a tenant at 

Shipdham Hall with his second wife Augusta, 22 years his junior, and children from 

both his marriages aged from 20 years to one year.   

Augustus Lennox’s father, Lt. Col. Lord John George Lennox, was a Whig 

politician, an MP for Sussex from 1819 to 1831, and ADC to Wellington at 

Waterloo in 1815. 
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St. Mary Magdalene dates unknown. Saints day July 22nd. 

 

Mary Magdalene, named after what was probably her home town of Magdala was a 

contemporary of Jesus and is mentioned in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 

John twelve times. This is more times than any other woman is mentioned in the 

gospels. 

 

She is mentioned as travelling with Jesus and as being present at the crucifixion and 

is also recorded as the first person to witness Jesus’ empty tomb and His 

resurrection. 

 

Also remembered in August (30th) is William Wilberforce (1759-1833), politician, 

philanthropist and a leader of the movement to abolish the slave trade. He died 

three days after the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 was passed.  

 

St. Bartholomew dates unknown. Saints day 24th August. 

 

St. Bartholomew was one of the twelve apostles of Jesus and was 

martyred on an unknown date, possibly in Armenia. He was introduced to Jesus by 

Philip, who also became an Apostle. He is mentioned in Acts of the Apostles in the 

New Testament as being present at Jesus’ Ascension. 

 

Tradition says that after the Ascension Bartholomew preached the Gospel in India 

and Armenia. He performed a number of miracles. In one of these a statue from a 

Cathedral was to be taken through the town. It got progressively heavier and had to 

be put down. Seconds later the walls further down the hillside collapsed. Had they 

been able to carry the statue further all the townspeople accompanying it would 

have been killed. Bartholomew is credited with causing the weight to increase. 

 

Also remembered in August (9th) is Mary Sumner (1828-1921). She supported her 

husband who was an Anglican clergyman and devoted herself to this and bringing up 

her children. In 1876, when her own daughter gave birth she publicised a meeting for 

women of all social classes to offer mutual support and to regard motherhood as a 

profession just as important (if not more so) than that of men. 

 

By 1900 the movement had 169,000 members. The Mothers’ Union Central Council 

was formed in 1896. Mary Sumner held the post of president into her nineties.  

SAINTS DAYS—JULY AND AUGUST  
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H. BRETT & SON 

Monumental Masons - 

Craftsmen in Stone 

Traditional Memorials,  

Period Fireplaces, 

Worktops, Vanities, House Names 

Marble, Stone, Slate, Granite 

Call for our Brochure or  

Visit our SHOWROOM and  

WORKSHOPS 

Home Visits can be arranged 

75 Norwich Road, Watton, IP25 6DH 

Email: hbrettandson@btconnect.com 

www.hbrettandson.co.uk 

Telephone: 01953 881501 

Abigail 

 

Mobile Hairdresser 

Now working in your area  

Perms, Colours and Cutting 

Techniques  
20 years’ experience  

All ages catered for 

In the comfort of your own home  

Competitive Prices 

Discount for Group Bookings 

 

For more details please contact:- 

Mobile     07747 025 665 

Landline  01362 690 608 
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SHIPDHAM HISTORY GROUP 

Thomas Bullock Endowed School c1910 

The 1851 census gave additional and, most importantly, more accurate 

information about people of the day.  The three unmarried Bullock sisters, all 
now in their seventies, lived together at the Hall.  The document lists Diana, the 

older sister, as ‘Landed Proprietor, Farmer of 218 acres employing 12 Agricultural 

Labourers’ with her sisters as joint proprietors. 

All the servants employed who ‘lived-in’ in 1841 were replaced before the 1851 
census by Mary Ann Palmer, Anna Walker, Mary Bradfield and Sarah Miller.  It is 

noted that none of the Bullock servants listed were born in the village but 
perhaps there were more who walked in to work from their village homes.  The 

farm bailiff then was William Darsley.  No footman lived at the Hall then.  John 
Hall was then the coachman and the type of coach shown that dates from 1850 

may well have been similar to that used by the Misses Bullock and was probably 
bought from Elvin, the well-known coachmakers 

of Norwich Road, East Dereham, whose premises 

were where the Memorial Hall stands now. 

No doubt, when villagers spotted the coach 

passing, they would have doffed their caps and 

paid respects to the landed gentry as was 

expected towards their ‘betters’, landlords and 

employers in the mid-19th century. 

By 1861 Shipdham Hall was listed as ‘Park Mansion’ with Diana still as ‘Land 

Proprietor’, living with her two sisters, all in their early 80s.  They farmed 220 

acres employing seven men and three boys and still had a footman, coachman, 

two ladies’ maids, cook, housemaid, dairymaid and a farm bailiff, however, their 

staff who ‘lived-in’ were less than later occupants of the hall employed. 
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SHIPDHAM HISTORY GROUP 

SHIPDHAM HALL Part 3    

This month we look at the people who lived in Shipdham Hall, the primary 

residence in the village during the whole of the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries.  
We found the occupants to be of great interest and so, again, we have yet more to 

write about them and here our story only reaches the end of the 19th century. 

The ten-yearly censuses for Shipdham which were first taken in 1841 tell us that 

the Hall residents were then Misses Diana, Catherine and Mary Bullock, all aged in 
their 60s, and all of independent means.  They were the daughters of the Reverend 

Colby Bullock (nephew of Thomas Bullock) and were attended by Footman James 
Marsh, Coachman John Revans and three female servants, Susanna Cushing, Sarah 
Brown and Hannah Andrews.   Many others lived in various cottages within the 

extensive estate park, including agricultural labourers who worked the land such as 
Robert Nelson, Benjamin Twite, William Ebbage, Robert Dye, Charles Bacon and 

their families.  Miss Diana Bullock’s gardener was Barnabus Davy and her farm 
Bailiff was Robert Allcock, a name which has survived in the village into the 21st 

century, albeit with a modified spelling.  

Thomas Bullock of Shipdham who died in 1736, provided in his will dated 1735 for 
the provision of a free school supported by income from a farm at Reymerstone.  

The three unmarried sisters, Diana, Catherine and Mary Bullock, grand-daughters 
of his brother William, together with their sister Susanna who was married to the 

Reverend William Girling, Rector of Scarning, were named in his will and Thomas 

died without issue.  All the Bullock sisters were born in Shipdham. 
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IN PRAISE OF OUR PETS 

Buddy is a Cavachon who came to live with us back in 2017 when we rehomed 

him at just over 12 months old. 

When we first got him he was a shy, timid dog, particularly when it came to going 

near men (we don’t know for sure why that was), but that’s no longer the case. 
Whereas he was initially very wary about going out and around the village, he now 

loves his evening walks. 

We’re sure he thinks he owns Shipdham! 

We have had to get used to the fact that we live here with Buddy, rather than 
Buddy living here with us as we’re certain more people know his name than they 

do ours… 

As much as he loves his walks, he has become a rather lazy dog. He used to go out 

first thing every morning, where he enjoyed greeting the children on their way to 
school (we think more so as he grew up in a household with very young children) 

but he has changed! He now regularly has to be coaxed down the stairs to go out, 

even just into the garden. Sometimes not doing so until well after midday! 

His favourite place, we’ve discovered, is Holkham beach. He will run up and down 
the sand, even venturing 
(slightly) into the water. 

We’ve long thought 
that his ‘open mouth’ 

look is him smiling, and 
at Holkham, this mouth 

is never closed… 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have appreciated 

a much loved pet during 

the last year, please get 

in touch and we will 

feature your friend 

here. 
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Julius Caesar was born in Quintilis (Latin for fifth month); it was renamed July when 

he died.  

July 1 is Canada Day, a Canadian federal holiday that celebrates the creation of the 
Dominion of Canada in 1867  

July 4 is US Independence Day celebrating the adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence in 1776 

July 14 is Bastille Day, which commemorates the storming of the Bastille and the 
start of the French Revolution. 

July is marked in various places as the month celebrating the following: Watermelon, 

Ice Cream, Blueberries, Hot Dogs, Picnics and Pickle!  

July 7–13: National Farriers Week 

July 8: International Town Criers Day 
July 17: World Emoji Day 

Jul 20–28: National Moth Week 
July 25: National Day of the Cowboy 

July 27: Take Your Houseplants for a Walk Day! 

July 3 brings the start of the hot and sultry Dog Days of Summer! 

July’s birth flowers are the larkspur and water lily. The larkspur, especially white 
forms, generally indicates lightheartedness; pink, fickleness; purple, first love. The 

Water Lily symbolizes purity of heart. 

The July birthstone is the ruby, which is believed to protect its wearer from evil. 

July 5 is the time of aphelion, when Earth is the farthest it will get from the Sun for 

the entire year—specifically, we’ll be 94,510,886 miles away from our bright star! 

1794 - Sylvester Graham invented the graham cracker. 
1810 - Phineas Taylor Barnum was a circus promoter who co-started the Barnum & 

Bailey Circus. 
1867 - Andrew Ellicott Douglass invented the dendrochronology method used for 

tree-ring dating. 
 

 
Emmeline Pankhurst was born 
on 14 July 1888, Beatrix Potter 

on 28 July 1866 and Emily 
Bronte on 30 July 1818. 

 

JULY FACTS AND TRIVIA 
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For the last two years we have had to cancel the 

Drynkkings and the Christmas Tree Festival—both 

fantastic events in the annual life of Shipdham. So, 

we have decided to combine the two concepts 

into one fund-raising event in 2021.  

On the last Saturday in November  Shipdham will 

be transformed into a Christmas Street Market. 

There will be lots more information in the next 

few editions of the Shipdham News, but keep the 

date free (27th) and begin to plan your market 

stall and Christmas Tree decorations. 

Any household will be able to enter a stall and decorate a tree in their front garden for a 

small entry fee (Christmas Tree or a shrub or plant in a window box). 

Café Saints will be open in the Church along with some church stalls. Thomas Bullock 

School will be fully involved. The Parish Council is supporting us, and we hope as many 

local businesses and residents and neighbours as possible will join in the festivities.  

You might like to get crafting, painting, sewing, planting, perfecting recipes and mulled 

wine tasting very soon in preparation! 

 

 

SHIPDHAM CHRISTMAS STREET MARKET 

https://www.almanac.com/content/canada-day
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2021-07-14
https://www.almanac.com/content/what-aphelion-and-perihelion


36 

OSTEOPATHIC  
TREATMENT  
GOsC Registered Osteopath 

Practising at: Willow Farm,  

Dereham Road, Garvestone. 

Weekend & evening  

appointments available. 

Spinal Pain | Sciatica 

Headaches | Muscle Strains 

Ligament Sprains | Sports Injuries 

Chronic Conditions 

Problems relating to Pregnancy 

Babies to the Elderly treated 

Animals also treated 

For more information, 

Or to book an appointment, contact 

Caroline De Wilde BSc (Hons) Ost. 

Tel: 01362 858530 

 

 

Private Residential and 

Retirement Home 
Proprietors: Healthcare Homes 

Manager: Kayleigh Emsley 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

THETFORD, NORFOLK IP25 7LB 

Telephone: (01362) 820939 
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AUGUST FACTS AND TRIVIA 

August is named after Augustus Caesar, founder and the first emperor of the 

Roman Empire. The Anglo-Saxons called it Weod Month because the weeds grow 

so quickly in August. 

August is marked in various places as the month celebrating: Harvest, Catfish, 

Peace, Immunization Awareness, Women’s Equality.  

August 1, traditionally known as Lammas Day, was a festival to mark the annual 

wheat and corn harvest. Lammas also marked the mid-point between the summer 
solstice and autumn equinox, and was a cross-quarter day. See more about 

Lammas Day. 
August 11 marks the end of the Dog Days of Summer 

August 19 National Aviation Day, chosen for the birthday of Orville Wright who 
piloted the first recorded flight of a powered heavier-than-air machine in 1903. 

Aug. 1–7: International Clown Week 
Aug 12: Vinyl Record Day 

Aug. 13: International Left-Handers Day 
Aug 14: VJ Day (15th in Japan because of the international date line) 

Aug. 17: World Honeybee Day 

August is a wonderful month for star gazing! It’s the month of the Perseid meteor 

shower, which peaks between August 11 and 13.  

August’s birth flowers are the gladiolus and the poppy. The gladiolus symbolizes 
strength of character, sincerity, and generosity. The poppy symbolizes eternal 

sleep, oblivion, and also imagination.  

August’s primary birthstone is peridot, which is said to symbolize strength and 
healing power, protecting its wearer from nightmares and evil, ensuring harmony 

and happiness.  

1930: Clarence Birdseye patented a method for packaging frozen foods. 

1944: The world's first program-controlled calculator, built by Harvard 

researcher Howard Aiken, was inaugurated 

1898: Rudolf Diesel of France was granted patent Number 608,845 for an "internal 

combustion engine" known as the Diesel engine. 

1930: Philo Farnsworth patented a television. 

1755: Nicolas-Jacque Conte invented the modern pencil.  

Mother Teresa was born on 26 August 1910. The Queen Mother, Princess 

Margaret, Princess Anne and Princess Beatrice have August birthdays. 

https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2020-08-01
https://www.almanac.com/calendar/date/2020-08-19
https://www.almanac.com/news/almanac/everything/left-handers-day-august-13
https://www.almanac.com/content/perseid-meteor-shower
https://www.thoughtco.com/howard-aiken-and-grace-hopper-4078389
https://www.thoughtco.com/rudolf-diesel-diesel-engine-1991648
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Hair by Jeanette 
Market Street, Shipdham 

• Established Unisex Salon 

• Fully qualified & experienced staff  

• Member of National Hairdressers Federation 

• Offering a full range of Hair Treatments at 

very competitive prices 

Telephone: (01362) 820042 

Qualified Foot Health Professional 

Helen Malcolmson (MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Convenient Foot Care Treatment 

 Ingrown toenails 

 Fungal nail treatment 

 Corn & callus removal 

 Bunion care 

 General footcare 

Telephone: 01362 692892 

Mobile: 07796 617938 

 

Shipdham Wives 

 

Good News. Hurrah! 

 

Hopefully if all restrictions are lifted we are planning an informal social meeting on 

15th July . This will be at the WI Hall at 7.30 pm. There will be no guest speaker, no 

doubt we’ll do the chat for ourselves! There will be no raffle but tea or coffee in 

Covid free mugs. In September, we hope to resume normality, well whatever 

passes for it. As there is no magazine in August watch out for posters and the 

Next Door online messages. 

 

Meanwhile, take care and cross your fingers and toes.  
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 Like most, and probably all other organisations, we have been looking to see when 

we can all safely get together again. There’s no such thing as ‘without risk’ as Covid 

is still with us, but the difference is that the vaccine makes us better protected. Life 

isn’t risk-free either – we still drive our cars, go up ladders, use machine tools and 

all the other risky stuff we are used to, but then there are some things that we can 

rely on, like going into John Lewis’ furniture department in the certain knowledge 

that we won’t be in danger of meeting the prime minister’s latest wife.  

So, we have arranged a Twinning Garden party on Sunday 15th August, 2-4pm at 

Rectory Cottage, Church Lane, Shipdham IP25 7JY as our first get-together since… 

what feels like… Queen Victoria was on the throne. We play the French garden 

games of boules and palet (if you are not sure what they are, you’ll have to come 

and find out!) or just sit, chat, eat and drink. Our usual pattern was to bring plates of 

food that we would share, but this time we are erring on the side of caution and 

people will bring their own picnic food and drink and simply have that whilst we sit 

and chat and/or play garden games. We will observe social distancing and masks can 

be worn but as we will be outside it is a personal choice. If you have thought that 

Twinning might be worth a go, come along and talk to the people who will be happy 

to tell you about it and you can also find out what we are all like…you will be more 

than welcome. All of this is inevitably subject to what government advice is at the 

time…but we have to start somewhere! 

Steve Kite, Chairman. 

stephenkite52@gmail.com  

SHIPDHAM TWINNING 

mailto:stephenkite52@gmail.com
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BURTON TIPPER SERVICES  

& WASTE COLLECTION 

DELIVERY OF GRAVEL, SAND, TOPSOIL & BALLAST 

COLLECTION OF SCRAP METAL, APPLIANCES  

& GENERAL HOUSEHOLD RUBBISH 

MAN/WOMAN WITH A VAN SERVICE 

FOR MORE INFO: Telephone 

07917875886  

Find us on Facebook 

EMAIL burtontipper@aol.com 

Full License Waste Carrier 

FOOT HEALTH 

PRACTITIONER 

Alison Pothecary 
(DIP MCFHP, MAFHP) 

Foot care in the comfort of  

your own home 

Nails trimmed,  

Diabetic Foot Care & advice, Fungal 

& Thick Nail treatment, Verrucas, 

Ingrowing Nails,  

Corn/Callus Removal 

  01953 884386 

  07810 662380 

SHIPDHAM POST OFFICE & CONVENIENCE STORES 

A friendly, family business run by Lax & Raj Purewal (opp. Village Green) 

Telephone: Dereham (01362) 820285 

SHIPDHAM’S LARGEST ONE STOP SHOP OPEN 7 DAYS 

We are always happy to take requests for specific requirements 

NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

New Special Deals & Multi-Buys now available 

Delicatessen, Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Fresh Flowers & Plants (in season), Flowers 

by post, Fresh Bread from Hingham Bakery, Pastries/Sandwiches, Bunnings local 

fish, Cromer Crabs (in season), Ices, Wide range of Convenience Foods, Pet Foods, 

Stationery, Gifts & Toys, Fax Service, Bottle Gas, Mobile top-up, Photocopier,  

Tobacco & Off-Licence. Large variety of Cards - views of Shipdham by Liz Mace 

NATIONAL LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY NOW AVAILABLE 

Cash Machine. Groceries delivered by arrangement 

In the Post Office we offer: 

Personal Banking - selected Banks (no charge by Post Office), Motor Tax, Insurance, 

Foreign Currency, Euros in stock, Loans, Phones and more. 

Shop: Mon to Fri 6:00am-7pm, Sat 6:30am-7pm, Sun 8am-4pm 

Post Office: Mon to Fri 9:00am-5:30pm, Sat 9:00am-12:30pm 
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VILLAGE NOTICES 

WI HALL 

We are hopeful that we will be able to open the WI Hall in July when 

restrictions lift. Clubs and organisations that use the Hall include: 

Line Dancing  Yoga     Whist Art and Craft Market 

Brownies  Fuschia Club    Knitters Parish Council (2nd Mon, 7:30pm) 

Hire Rates: £5.00 per hour including gas/elec. £40 per night for parties and 

dances.  

We look forward to welcoming you back.                   

Call Marlene to book or for more details on 01362 820327. 

SHIPDHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR 

 

Following the Prime Minister’s latest announcement the choir committee has 

agreed that we cannot re-start the choir at the moment. 

 

The committee will meet as soon as possible after the Prime Minister’s next 

Covid announcement in July and will hope to be able to plan for resuming the 

choir in the not-too-far-distant future. Members will be notified by email. 

 

In the meantime have a good summer and we look forward to singing together 

again soon. 

 

Ray Arnold, Chair. 

COMMUNITY HUB 

The Shipdham Community Hub has tables (both long and round), chairs, 

marquees and portaloos to hire for a reasonable charge.  All items can be 

delivered and collected when you have finished with them, and marquees will be 

erected for you.   

For further information or to hire please contact Ray on 01362 820065. 
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Jill’s Help @ Home 
Offering a variety of services to suit your needs 

Years of experience in domestic and care settings 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 07951 365025 

Email: jdhomehelp@gmail.com 

•Cleaning 

•Pet Care 

•Shopping 

•Care Work 

•Dog Walking/Sitting 

•Hoovering & Ironing 

•Fully Insured 

Fully insured ◼ Mobile, carry own water and 

electricity supply ◼ Packages starting from 

£15 ◼ Different protections available to keep 

your car, caravan or camper looking great. 

Phone Stuart on 07917 875886 
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Yippee! On 20th May the Club met for the first time since February 2020. And what 

a meeting it was. Members gathered for a practical session of making hanging baskets 

at Leys Farm, the home of Katy and Simon Hillier. They set up a huge barn with 

straw bales as work benches and the Club provided baskets, compost and plants for 

members to make a basket for free. Following questionable horticultural practice, 

we plonked in the plants with gay abandon! Most of us make extra baskets and 

bought plants for sale. But the best part was to see people again and enjoy the 

gorgeous cakes and tea also provided by Katy. We were delighted to welcome 7 

new members who joined on the day. The atmosphere was great, lots of chat, 

catching up with friends and left with dirty fingernails as evidence of our hardening 

prowess. The weather was truly awful as the rain lashed down on the barn roof, but 

the warmth generated by being able to meet again, within Covid limitations, was still 

wonderful. Thanks as always goes to Katy and Simon and the committee for making 

this a wonderful afternoon. The committee felt that we couldn’t have an Autumn 

Show this year. Too many uncertainties exist about numbers allowed to meet and 

whether there may be extensions to or new lockdowns. In place of the Spring Show 

we had a photographic competition for the best Mini daffodil grown from the bulb 

given to all members. So instead of the Autumn Show, we are running a similar 

competition for the best hanging basket. The basket doesn’t have to be one made in 

the barn, so take a picture of your best effort. Bring a photo to the garden party (see 

below) or send by e-mail to barpamsteward@gmail.com before the 19th August. The 

next meeting will be on Thursday 19th August from 2.30pm at Rectory Cottage, 

Church Lane, Shipdham, IP25 7JY where Steve and I live, for a garden party. Tea in 

disposable cups will be provided and individual cakes as we had at the barn. We can 

ensure that we will be following the recommended 

guidelines for Covid, so keep an eye on e-mails in 

case there are any changes to the rules. There will 

be parking spaces, but you should bring a chair. This 

event is weather dependent, so again keep an eye on 

Club e-mails in case it has to be postponed. If you 

are not on e-mail, then call me on 01362 820847 to 

check if the event is on. It will be great to see as 

many members as possible and to welcome those 

who have recently joined. See you soon. 

Barbara Steward, Chair 

BRADENHAM HORTICULTURE & GARDEN CLUB 

mailto:barpamsteward@gmail.com
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Timely Thanks to Retiring Clock Winder, Martin Watkins 

The clock on All Saints’ Tower, as iconic as the cupola, is seen by thousands every 

day as they go past on their way to school and work. Yet few will know the story of 

the clockwinder, Mr Martin Watkins and his father, Mr Sydney Watkins, who 

between them have kept the clock going for the last 70 years.  

Martin is Shipdham born and bred, and retired earlier this year from his clock 

winding duties which he took over from his father forty years ago. Sydney Watkins 

first climbed the 30-step ladder to the clock space to turn the handle in 1950. And it 

was in the 1980s that Martin took it on. The clock requires winding twice a week. 

The mechanism is largely original, commissioned in 1741 and made by David 

Lockwood of Swaffham.  Consisting of two weights on cables that are wound on two 

drums and slowly drop by about 20ft down into the bell ringing chamber as they 

drive the movement and striker. Martin has religiously (excuse the pun!) climbed the 

wooden steps to turn the handle and manually pull up the weights twice a week for 

the last four decades and the PCC would like to thank him for his unfailing 

dedication, and for the enormous effort he has put into ensuring that the ancient 

mechanism keeps the clock ticking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can help keep the clock ticking please contact the Editors and we will put you 

in touch with the PCC. Please note, it is a physical job that requires agility and a 

degree of bravery! 

THANK YOU TO  MARTIN WATKINS 
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These belong to the Dianthus family, a genus of roughly 300 plants mainly native to 

Asia and Europe. The sweet william is also a member if this genus. 

 

The name is derived from the Greek ‘Dios’ meaning of Zeus, the Greek god and 

‘anthos’ meaning flower. It is believed to have been mentioned in the writings of the 

Ancient Greek botanist Theophrastus. 

 

The origin of the name pink (Dianthus caryophyllis) is uncertain. Some sources 

believe it was derived from the word pinksten or pfingsten, German words denoting 

flowers blooming at Pentecost or Whitsun. Another possible origin of the name 

comes from from the words ‘to pink’ which date back to the 14th century and 

denoted decorating, often fabric, with a punched pattern, often reminiscent of the 

slightly jagged edges of the flower the pink. This type of decoration was very popular 

on courtiers’ clothes during the 16th century. Today pinking shears are used to stop 

fabric from fraying, but pinking shears as we know them only date from around 

1932! The colour pink might in fact be taken from the flower rather than the flower 

being named after the colour. 

 

The pink was also known as the gilliflower and seems to have been developed more 

in Britain than any other country. Its distinctive clove aroma was admired and there 

is some evidence to suggest it may have been in cultivation here from the 14th 

century. Other authorities think the clove gilliflower was a carnation used to spice 

summer drinks! However, the pink was certainly very popular from the 17th century 

onwards and was one of the favourite flowers of this period. Several types were 

mentioned in Gerard’s 17th century herbal as growing wild. Many variations were 

developed and are now lost. The flower declined in popularity but there was a 

resurgence of interest from the early 19th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAVOURITE FLOWER... 

—— the fairest flowers o’ th’ season 

Are our carnations, and streaked gillyvors 

—- 

William Shakespeare, The Winter’s Tale  

 

Hot July brings cooling showers, 

Apricots and gillyflowers. 

Sara Coleridge 
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“I’m in the garden — I’ll do it later.” 

 
Water in the evening, using grey water as much as possible. Damp down terracotta 

pots to keep roots cool and moist. Fruit and veg may need daily watering in August - 
and don’t forget to top up bird baths and ponds. Weeds are competing with your 

plants for water and nutrients so weed regularly. 
 

Deadhead perennial and bedding plants to promote new blooms and trim up hanging 
baskets and feed if they are looking tired. Support tall plants such as dahlias and lilies. 

 
Cut penstemon back to just above a bud to encourage new flowers to form. Your 

Wisteria can also be pruned now. Remove the whippy side shoots about 8 inches 
from their base. 

 
Delphiniums and hardy geraniums can be cut back after their first flush and trim 

lavender to keep compact after flowering. 
 
Bearded iris can be divided now and sweet peas need very regular deadheading to 

keep the blooms coming. 
 

Take pelargonium and fuchsia cuttings to propagate for next year. 
 

Pinch out tomato side shoots every week and during August pinch out the top to 
promote growth in already formed fruit, aiming for 5-6 trusses per plant. Harvest 

runner beans regularly to encourage new flowers and prevent stringy bean pods. 
 

Nip off squash and courgette tips to encourage branching. Pick courgettes before 
they turn into marrows! 

 
Cut back herbs in August to promote a new crop before the first frosts and cut out 

old raspberry canes. 
 

Cabbage white butterflies lay their eggs under brassica leaves so check and destroy 
any found. 
 

Clear diseased and spent foliage from under veg to keep healthy crops. 
 

Give the lawn a summer feed. You can give hedges a final 
trim now as summer winds down to autumn. 

 
“No life is without difficulties: 

No garden is without weeds.” 

GARDENING TIPS 
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The Editors would like to thank Shipdham Knitters for their fascinating contributions 
to the Shipdham News during the pandemic. We’ve learnt a great deal about the 

history of knitting, and been inspired to pick up our own needles again! 
 

 

 

KNITTERS 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Knitters hope to resume meetings in September on condition that all Covid 
restrictions on the use of public and similar meetings have been lifted.  

You will be updated. 
 

For further information contact: 
Kathy on 820615, Marlene 820327 or Sue H 822536 
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In Elizabethan times pinks were cultivated to edge garden borders and to pick as 

posies to sell at markets. 

 

The Cheddar pink was selected for the flower representing the county of Somerset 

in 2002. 

 

Pinks appear in Turkish and Persian pottery and textiles and were popular on these 

especially in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

 

The difference between pinks and carnations was defined many years ago. Pinks 

were described as having shorter stems and dainty blooms, while carnations had 

long stemmed and more substantial blooms. Pinks were also deemed tougher than 

carnations. Few modern carnations have any scent whereas pinks retain their 

distinctive aroma. 

 

Carnations are thought to have been used by our ancient ancestors in ceremonial 

crowns. The carnation is the birth flower for January and in the language of flowers 

it represents beauty and pride. Red carnations symbolise love and white carnations 

innocence. Pink carnations represent gratitude. In America the carnation is the 

official flower for Mother’s Day. 

 

Carnations are the flower for a first wedding anniversary and in China are the 

most popular wedding flower. 

 

Carnations have also been used in the past to brew a tea helping to relieve stress 

and also to treat various ailments and skin conditions. (Please note we don’t 

recommend trying any of these).  

PINKS AND CARNATIONS 

And in my flower-beds 

I think, 

Smile the carnation 

and the pink. 

Rupert Brooke 

 

Everything good , everything magical happens 

between the months of June and August. 

Jenny Han 
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PANWORTH HALL FARM COTTAGES 
We have cottages for rent in Ashill for long or short lets 

For price and availability telephone: 

Ralli Properties on: 01760 440852 

 Open Fire, Central Heating 

 Own Gardens and Parking 

 Sleeps 4/5 

 Pets Welcome 

PONDER’S GARAGE 
MOT TESTING 

PETROL, DIESEL & CATALYSTS 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 

CAR ALARMS & IMMOBILISERS 

MOBILE PHONE HANDSFREE KITS 

FITTED 

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 

Tel: 01362 820238 

JOE SISTO 
TV, Video, DVD and Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

Experienced Carer/Personal Assistant 
from your local area 

Be independent at home. Fully insured. 
30 years experience. References available. 

All aspects of care undertaken. 

Also experienced in helping and supporting the  
terminally ill, which includes Cancer care 

Qualified to resuscitate. Private, Non-Agency,  
One to one care. Trustworthy and reliable.  

Dementia & Alzheimer's experienced. 

Call Gilly - 01362 820083 Mobile: 07827 620208 

• Free Estimates 

• All Makes & Models 

• Qualified Engineer 

• Over 30 Years  

Experience 

• Work Guaranteed 

• Discount for OAP’s 

• Sales, Repairs,  

Installations &  

Tuning Services 

Telephone: 01760 722168  

Mobile: 07785 746682 
White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp. Rectory) 
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Parent Survey 

We are delighted with the results of our Summer Parent survey 
and grateful for the kind comments we have been able to share 

with our staff. It is pleasing to note that despite the challenges we 
have all faced this year that our school and its’ community links are as strong as 

ever in which 100% of the parents surveyed would recommend our school to 
other parents. The results and our next steps can be found on our website http://

www.thomasbullock.dneat.org/parents-hub/parent-surveys/   

Vacancy 

The School has a vacancy for a cleaner to start from September, for more 

information please contact the School Office 01362 820300. 

 

Mrs O’Sullivan 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

The Editors would like to thank the pupils of Thomas Bullock CE Primary Academy 
for their wonderful creative entries to the Shipdham News Cover Competition. 

We intend to print more in coming editions—look out for yours! 
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Last Summer, along with the Friends of Shipdham School we began looking at some 
outdoor exercise equipment for our school and through their dedicated fundraising, 

we have been able to see it through to installation.  Altogether 5 different ‘gym style’ 
pieces have been installed on the field alongside the trim trail.  It is one more tool in 

our belt towards building a community of learners who ‘Let their light shine’ through 

their energy for well-being, fitness and life!  Thank you, FOSS! 

Trips 

We are delighted that there are several trips planned for June and July, all of which 

continue to be funded by the generosity of The Thomas Bullock Trust.  Reception 
Class will be visiting the Dinosaur Park, Year 1 Banham Zoo, Year 2 Sheringham 

Museum and beach, Years 3 and 4 Pensthorpe Nature Reserve, Year 5 a virtual trip 

to Time and Tide Museum for a Victorian Experience and… Year 6 – see below! 

North America Class (Yr 6) 

The year 6 class had a brilliant day at Eaton Vale Activity Centre on a hot day in 

June. Mr Wade, Deputy Head and Year 6 Teacher has written a report of the day. 

 

After a short bus ride and a quick safety briefing, we were straight into the activities. 
Splitting the group in two we took part in lots of fun challenges on the water; Kayaking, as 

well as transferring gaming skills into real life at the Air Rifle range. We certainly 

unearthed some hidden talents. 

After exchanging stories and some time in the shade altogether, we re-energized with lunch 
and plenty of water and we were soon back out for our next activities. Fears of heights were 

tested to the max with the Climbing Challenge and there were plenty of heated debates 

during the Team Building Challenges - but everyone got there in the end! 

Having worked up their appetites again, the evening BBQ provided welcome nourishment 

before we took part in our final mystery challenge. Eggberts Escapade did not disappoint, 
with the whole group back together for some hilarious team challenges to win items that 

could be used to protect an egg which would be dropped from a great height. Bottle 
flipping, dry cracker munching, hooking cheerios with a straw, there was no limit to the 
whacky tasks. Pleasingly, teams gelled far better than earlier in the day and amazingly one 

team's egg actually survived the drop; it truly was a wonderful end to our adventure day!   

We arrived back at school at 7.30pm tired but full of happy memories.   

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

New Outdoor Equipment 

We started a wet, final week before half term with a very 

exciting installation!  
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COVID UPDATE 
Prime Minister confirms delay in easing of restrictions:   

The Prime Minister has announced that the easing of lockdown has been 
delayed by four weeks to Monday 19 July – although a review will take place in 

a fortnight. This decision has been taken because of concerns over the rising 
number of cases of the ‘delta’ variant of the virus; the extra time will give 

Health services a few more weeks to vaccinate as many people as possible. 

For residents, it means that the most recent restrictions remain in place, including: 

limits on the number of people who can mix indoors and outdoors 
pubs, clubs, theatres and cinemas still have to operate within capacity limits 

limits on the numbers of people allowed to attend sports events 
For Breckland (and Norfolk) Council, service delivery remains unaffected, with 

officers continuing to support the council, businesses and  communities. As such, 
the vast majority of officers will continue to work flexibly: working remotely 

and/or out in the community and carry out inspections, depending on the 

needs of their customers and the nature of their work. 

Committee meetings will continue to be held face to face, in line with national 
Covid safety guidance. For larger meetings due to take place before 19 July, 
such as Planning and Full Council, we are reviewing options for holding these 

in alternative venues in the district or County to ensure we can comply with 
social distancing guidance. Wherever possible, meetings will continue to be 

streamed online via YouTube channels so members of the public can view 

these meetings taking place. 

Breckland is also progressing plans to reopen our office’s Reception to 
Customer and Housing customers in line with the easing of lockdown 

restrictions, which means we will aim for this to take place from 19 July (subject 

to restrictions easing as currently planned). 

What this means for our district: Restrictions remaining in place for at least a 
few more weeks will naturally impact on our communities and our businesses, so 

we will continue to offer support wherever we can. In particular, Covid Officers 
continue to have a visible presence on our high streets, ensuring residents are clear 

on restrictions and are following social distancing guidance. The team will also been 
engaging with hospitality venues, such as pubs and restaurants, to ensure they 

continue to follow social distancing and capacity limit guidance to keep our 
communities safe. Similarly, our Regeneration Team are supporting a range of local 
businesses, including seeking guidance on the impact on wedding venues which may 

have anticipated the imminent easing of  restrictions.  
If you know a business that needs financial support: 

Please ask them to engage  directly to regeneration@breckland.gov.uk 

mailto:regeneration@breckland.gov.uk


22 

We use our single grant application form to match companies to every 

available national scheme, and our revised discretionary policy should mean 
that every legitimate Breckland-based business should be eligible for some 

direct financial support. 

We have now issued almost £50m in financial support since the start of the 

pandemic and want to make sure every business in Breckland that needs help, 
gets help – so please do flag any known issues to us.  We have also been able to 

pay businesses who meet the national eligibility for “Restart” Grants and have 
issued over £7.1m of grant monies.  We also are continuing our complimentary 

set of support grants using Breckland’s discretionary resource. Under this 
approach, any business can apply if they are ineligible for LRSG (Closed) and 

struggling. 

Towns growth programme: 

To resonate with different audiences more easily, the project will now be working 

under a new title ‘Future Breckland: Thriving People & Places.’ 

The Dereham Project is now fully live and well into engagement and 
information gathering. To date we have held extensive 1:1s and group 
engagements with key stakeholders, as well as several public forum events 

helping define the current strengths, opportunities, and weaknesses in Dereham.  
Engagement is ongoing, and the Dereham online survey - open to all - can be 

found by googling it (too long to type)! 

Environmental Enforcement 

Nine fixed penalty notices were issued in a single week in June to seven 
households/individuals - mainly related to fly-tipping although one FPN was in 

relation to duty of care with a driver and passenger discarding domestic waste 
into our commercial waste bins at Elizabeth House, ignoring all posters and 

signage.  
The Covid Safe Scheme is continuing, and officers are seeking expressions of 

interest from business owners around the district. To date over 100 premises 
have attained accreditation. We will soon be doing a press release regarding our 

‘100th business’.  Over 63 Health & Safety spot checks have been carried out in 
accordance with the Health & Safety Executive guidance. 

 
Leisure: Dereham and Thetford leisure centres remain open to the public with 
Covid controls and social distancing measures in place. This has reduced the 

available capacity at the sites and local management teams continue to review 
the programme of activities and available sessions to maximise usage. Swimming 

lessons have proven popular at both sites with additional sessions being 
programmed to accommodate demand. Both sites have seen old members re-

join and new members take out memberships. Booking of activities is available 
online or by phone to manage and monitor numbers.  
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The Light in the Hallway by Amanda Prowse is a story of love, loss, grief and 

reconciliation. 
 

Nick’s wife, Kerry, is dying in a hospice having been lovingly nursed at home for a 
year. When called to the hospice as Kerry is slipping away, Nick is distressed that his 

son, Olly, refuses to go with him. The story takes us through the stages of grief 
experienced by father, son and Kerry’s family. 

 
Interposed with the family’s present day life is the story of a summer in Nick’s idyllic 

childhood, with his three mates, all from working-class backgrounds. The antics of 
the friends, their innocence and maturing were well observed. These friendships are 

vital to Nick as he struggles with the trauma of life without Kerry and the effect her 
passing has had on each member of his family. 

 
One reader likes Amanda Prowse but finds her descriptions of grief heartbreakingly 

well written.  She likes the way it is written from a male perspective showing a 
bereaved man and teenage son struggling. She also enjoys some lighter humorous 
description of the flashback to Nick’s youth and his ongoing relationship with friends 

and events like their camping trip and sharing half a bike! 
 

Criticisms included one reader not enjoying family sagas whilst conceding that this is 
well written; Nick appears older than he is e.g. going to bed at 10:30 in his mid 30s, 

(although in reality that gets earlier with age until octogenarians notice with horror 
it‘s still daylight when they settle for the night); Olly appears to part too quickly with 

his Mum’s watch after earlier reactions. 
 

The book does have a happy ending: father and son learn to accept each other in a 
mature and mutually supportive way. Nick’s relationship with his family is more open 

and sympathetic and there is a bright future, as illustrated by the light in the hallway. 
 

We hope to meet face to face in the near future with the library once again 
supplying books, the first being by Agatha Christie as a belated marking of the 

centenary of her death. 
 
 

Sue Hart    

SHIPDHAM & DISTRICT BOOK GROUP 
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Continued Investment in Shopper Safety – with new and replacement 

hand sanitiser stations in all busy shopping areas, and friendly Covid Support 
Officers helping assure safety 6 days a week.  The Covid Safe Scheme helps 

customers easily see the efforts businesses are making to ensure Covid 
safety, with an accreditation scheme delivered by Breckland Public 

Protection. 
Expanded Enjoy Discover Explore Campaign – promoting and highlighting 

the local shopping and leisure offer across Breckland, with branding now 
bespoke to each Market Town. The ‘Digital High Streets’ campaign further 

enables any Breckland-based business to get support for their digital offer, 
with grants towards making key digital changes from a new payment system, 

through to search engine optimisation.  
Expanded enterprise and start-up scheme – having already created 10 

new businesses since Christmas, we are looking to grow the pipeline of new 
innovative businesses further. With finance and advice for new 

entrepreneurs looking to start-up locally.  
Support grants for businesses outside of national schemes – as part of 

commitment that no business in need goes unsupported, Breckland’s 

discretionary scheme extends grants to any Breckland-based-business 
ineligible under national schemes – including self-employed, market traders 

and mobile traders.  
 

Other bits and bobs: 
Record-breaking fines issued in flytipping crackdown:  As part of Breckland 

Council’s commitment to making the district a clean and pleasant place to live, 
work and visit, it has issued nine Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) in a single week – 

the most issued in a single week. The fines total £2,500, which will be redirected to 
fund anti-flytipping activities in the future. Residents continue to be encouraged to 

report flytipping issues via Breckland’s website. 
250 Mental Health Champions to be trained:  Breckland Council is creating a 

network of 250 new Mental Health First Aiders and Community Mental Health 
Champions trained and operating in the district. The enhanced network of support 

is part of a new Mental Health Community Partnership between the council, 
Norfolk and Waveney MIND, the NSFT Wellbeing Service, and YANA (‘You Are 
Not Alone’ - the rural industries mental health charity).   Over 2 years, the 

partnership will deliver a variety of Mental Health First Aid and Awareness courses 
to small businesses, 'grass roots' groups, and community organisations, in the 

development of Mental Health 'Community Champions'. 
Town Delivery Plans – the ‘Future Breckland’ Project - The Project is now 

live following appointment of a lead delivery partner. The project will now be 
working under a new title ‘Future Breckland: Thriving People & Places’. The next 

stage of activity is information gathering and planning, with the first major piece of 
work due to focus on Dereham. Further details will be made available on the 

project website.  
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July 

 

Black headed gulls are seen in profusion over coastal marshland and warblers who 

migrated here in the spring are now parenting a second brood of chicks. 

 

In woodlands you might spot a white admiral butterfly or on heathland the tiny silver 

studded blues. The white admiral has black wings banded with white and a gingery 

brown underneath. The silver studded blue has bright blue wings with black rims, 

white edges and silver spots on the hind wings. In oak woodlands if you look up you 

may see purple hairstreak butterflies flitting amongst the leaves. These butterflies live 

only amongst oak trees. 

 

On the salt marshes sea lavender is starting to 

produce its soft purple blooms and in fresh water 

marshes watch out for dragonflies and damsel flies. 

 

 

August 

 

Patches of short grass are often punctuated by the 

chirps of field grasshoppers and crickets may be heard in bramble patches. 

 

There are plenty of bats around. Look out for the large noctule bats near woodlands 

just before dusk. The noctule is Britain’s largest bat with a wingspan of 32 - 40cms. It 

feeds upon midges, moths and other flying insects finding food in the dark by a 

process known as echolocation. It lives four to five years roosting in holes in trees 

and hibernating over winter.  

WILDLIFE TO SEE IN JULY  AND AUGUST  
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STRAWBERRY TEA 
3—5pm 

on 
Thursday 8th July 2021 

At 
12 Bradenham road 

 
Booking essential 

call lorraine on 821198 
 

Donations for Christian aid 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nb Weather permitting! 


