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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

Dear Friends

I thought this would be my last parish letter, but in the light of all that is happening 
and following a conversation with the Bishop, I am postponing my retirement until 
the end of the summer (date to be confirmed).  As I write today, 21st March 2020, 
we are in the middle of an unprecedented crisis and, I imagine, none of us has ever 
experienced anything like it before. Many people are self-isolating, schools, pubs, 
cafes, gyms and clubs are closed and the streets are quiet. It’s difficult to buy the 
things we need in the shops and supermarkets. 

Much has been written about this pandemic and I’d like to add my two pennyworth, 
because it’s hard to know how we are to react as we face this stressful time. First we 
need to act sanely. That means listening to sensible advice from medical experts, and 
not to panic. Secondly, we should display stability. We need to ‘keep calm and carry 
on’ and stand firm. We are not to be the ones who selfishly strip the supermarket 
shelves of things we don’t actually need right now. Thirdly, and this may be the most 
difficult, is to display serenity, which is the state of being calm and peaceful especially 
in the face of problems and crises. Serenity is the peace that is one of the greatest 
blessings promised to us by God the Father, freely given to all who trust in Jesus 
Christ. Following Government instructions we have closed the church building until 
further notice. Church has always embodied more than the physical building, it is the 
people, our community, and we will continue to serve our community throughout 
this period.  We are creating a WhatsApp prayer group - let me know if you want 
to join in.

It seems that this crisis has brought out the best and the worst in people, but I 
believe people are ultimately good, and the many selfless acts of kindness happening 
right now confirm just that. This village is one where people look out for each other, 
know who their neighbours are, notice if someone needs help and give assistance 
where it’s needed. The initiative between residents, the church and the parish council, 
offering support and help to those isolated and vulnerable in this crisis, is a wonderful 
example of the way we all work together. I hope and pray that the world will be a 
different place when this is all over.

Rev Gill Wells
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CHURCH NOTICES

From the Parish Registers

Funerals
We commend to God’s care 
16 March  Mrs June White (All Saints)
30 March Mr George Thacker (Breckland)

All Saints’ Tower Floodlighting
All Saints’ Church and Tower are floodlit at night. Part of the costs of this are met by 
those who sponsor the floodlighting in memory of a loved one. 

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting at All Saints’ Church for a particular 
month to commemorate a special person or event, please contact Theresa Hewett 
on trhewett@outlook.com or by telephone to 01362 820354. Alternatively fill in a 
slip in the church and leave it in the donations box with your donation. Sponsorship 
is £30 per calendar month. Months available this year at present are: July, August, 
October and November.

Book of Remembrance 

The Book of Remembrance is open every day. If you would like to have an entry 
in the Book in memory of a loved one please contact Theresa Hewett on 01362 
820354 or by email to trhewett@outlook.com or fill in a slip in the church and leave 
it with your donation of £5 in the donations box in the church.

Thank you to the Charity Quiz Team

All Saints PCC would like to thank the WI Charity Quiz team and all the Quizzers 
for their very generous and kind donation to the church from the February Quiz. 
We would like to donate part of this gift to the next month’s quiz cause. Thank you.

Thank you to Cafe Saints

Our grateful thanks to the Cafe Saints Team for another wonderful Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Day Soup and Pancakes lunch. The work you all do to give us such delicious 
and fun events is very much appreciated.

All Saints Church

We are very sorry that we are unable to hold services of worship during the 
pandemic.  Rev’d Gill will be praying each day, and has set up a Whats App Prayer 
Group, please let her have your mobile number if you would like to join it. If you have 
prayer requests, please send them to Rev Gill. We will use your prayer requests daily. 

Please look on the Dereham and District Benefice website for updates on church 
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CHURCH NOTICES

activities http://www.derehamanddistrictteam.org.uk

Due to Government advice all events and activities at church including coffee 
mornings, the Nearly New Sale and, unfortunately, the Drynkkings are cancelled. 
Thank you to everyone who usually supports these events. We look forward to 
happier times and the reinstatement of social gatherings in the coming months.

 “And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, 
and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. And 
listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their 

shadows. And the people began to think differently.

“And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, 
mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.

And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their 
losses, and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live 

and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed.”

-Kitty O’Meara 

Cover Design Competition

We are launching a competition for any village resident to design the cover 
of our Parish Magazine for the summer edition (July/August).  

The magazine is put together by the church for the whole community and 
so the theme is Summer in Shipdham. 

Our cover designs usually seek to reflect the season and/or an aspect of the 
village. Open to any resident of Shipdham, entries can be sent electronically 
to trhewett@outlook.com or to jillarnold06@gmail.com or delivered by 

hand to Cedar House, High Street, next door to the Golden Dog pub.  
We are hoping to have entries from a wide variety of ages and styles.  

The deadline for receipt of entries is 31st May.  
All entries must be the work of the individual entering them.  

Please ensure your name and age (if under 18) are included with your entry 
so that the winner can be announced and congratulated.

C O m P E t i O n
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SERVICES

ALL SERVICES CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Wednesday 1st  April
2.00pm Thomas Bullock Primary Academy Easter Service  All Saints

5th April PALM SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion BCP St Andrew’s
9.30am Palm Sunday procession from The Green then Café Church CW All Saints

HOLY WEEK: 6-10 April - see separate notice

11th April EASTER SATURDAY
6.30pm Easter Vigil with renewal of Baptism vows, followed by refreshments 
CW All Saints

12th April EASTER DAY  
9.30am Holy Communion  St Andrew’s
11.15am Parish Communion CW All Saints

19 April  
9.30am Choral Matins + Annual Parish Church Meeting   BCP St Andrew’s
11.15am Morning Praise + Annual Parish Church Meeting   CW All Saints

26th April 
11.00am Benefice Service - a farewell to Rev’d Gill Wells & Bernie   CW All Saints

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion CW All Saints

CW = Common Worship   BCP = Book of Common Prayer

We will be praying in April for all those who live in:
Shipdham: Bradenham Road, White Horse Close, Eastgate, Meadow Close, 

Letton Road, Swan Road, Henry Cross Close..
Bradenham: Nelson Close, Mill Hill, Admiral Close. 

If you have any specific needs or people that you would like us to pray for,  
please contact: Revd Gill Wells or Revd Doreen Fotherby
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SHIPDHAM & DISTRICT BOOK GROUP

The Silence of the Girls by Pat Barker would have made for a wonderful discussion as 
there were many varied views but along with other activities we cancelled the March 
meeting. Thank you to those members who sent their views by email or telephone.  
A book which inspires mixed opinions always makes a good meeting. The main thing 
has to be that everyone keeps as well as possible and in good spirits.

In The Silence of the Women the ancient city of Troy has withstood a decade under 
siege of the powerful Greek army, which continues to wage bloody war over the 
stealing of Helen. In the Greek camp, another woman, Briseis, watches and waits 
for the war’s outcome. She was queen of one of Troy’s neighbouring kingdoms, until 
Achilles, Greece’s greatest warrior, sacked her city and murdered her husband and 
brothers. Briseis becomes Achilles’ concubine, a prize of battle, and must adjust 
quickly in order to survive a radically different life, as one of the many conquered 
women who serve the Greek army. When Agamemnon, the brutal political leader of 
the Greek forces, demands Briseis for himself, she finds herself caught between the 
two most powerful of the Greeks. Achilles refuses to fight in protest, and the Greeks 
begin to lose ground to their Trojan opponents. Keenly observant and unflinching 
about the daily horrors of war, Briseis finds herself in an unprecedented position, 
able to observe the two men driving the Greek army in what will become their final 
confrontation, deciding the fate not only of Briseis’s people but also of the ancient 
world at large.Briseis is just one among thousands of women living behind the scenes 
in this war: the slaves and prostitutes, the nurses, the women who lay out the dead, 
all of them erased by history. Pat Barker brings the world of the Greek camp to life.  
She offers portraits of characters and stories familiar from mythology, which, seen 
from Briseis’s perspective, are rife with the women’s point of view. Pat Barker is 
attempting to tell the untold, distant events through the women’s eyes.

As I have said opinions sent to me varied although it was universally agreed that Pat 
Barker is an excellent writer and this book has an unusual take on history we thought 
we knew. One or two members could not ‘get into’ the text so held negative views.  
It is not easy and the life of the women was grim seemingly based on rape (and worse), 
waiting on men and being constantly at their beck and call no matter what their 
original background. It was noted that there is a strange mixture of fact and fantasy 
as often in the writing of this distant period where they are confused, as one member 
said it was difficult to imagine the mother of the ‘Mighty’ Achilles as a sea nymph.  
It has to be remembered that this is based on The Iliad, which we may consider the 
male view and all noted that women appear virtually non existent in that. Most found 
the brutality difficult but descriptions of the sea etc. helped to compensate for this.

Hopefully you are all keeping well, perhaps enjoying the opportunity to read more 
and suggesting this to others. We may meet in April but whatever happens you will 
have a somewhat lighter read in the form of The School at The Top of the Dale by 
Gervase Phinn.
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H. BRETT & SON
Monumental Masons - 

Craftsmen in Stone

Traditional Memorials,  
Period Fireplaces, 

Worktops, Vanities, House Names
Marble, Stone, Slate, Granite

Call for our Brochure or 
Visit our SHOWROOM and 

WORKSHOPS
Home Visits can be arranged

75 Norwich Road, Watton, IP25 6DH 
Email: hbrettandson@btconnect.com 

www.hbrettandson.co.uk

Telephone: 01953 881501 
Fax: 01953 882979

SHIPDHAM JUDO 
CLUB

The Judo club takes place 
on a Monday night  
at the Bullock Park 

Pavilion, 7-9pm 

For more information 
contact 

Bob Hunter 
on 07885 
692028

Dee Jackson
Training

First Aid courses:
✓Emergency First Aid at Work – 1 day
✓First Aid at Work – 3 days

✓Specialist Paediatric 
✓Defibrillator training
✓Basic First Aid

✓Annual refresher training

Enquiries and bookings:
07801 481 367
deejackson@btinternet.com

Competitive rates    Fully insured

Specialist courses for 
transport operators:
✓Passenger Assistant Training 

Scheme
✓MiDAS driver training

Dee Jackson
Training

First Aid courses:
✓Emergency First Aid at Work – 1 day
✓First Aid at Work – 3 days

✓Specialist Paediatric 
✓Defibrillator training
✓Basic First Aid

✓Annual refresher training

Enquiries and bookings:
07801 481 367
deejackson@btinternet.com

Competitive rates    Fully insured

Specialist courses for 
transport operators:
✓Passenger Assistant Training 

Scheme
✓MiDAS driver training
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Fully insured  n Mobile, carry own water 
and electricity supply  n Packages 

starting from £15  n Different protections 
available to keep your car, caravan or 

camper looking great 
Phone Stuart on 07917 875886

Jill’s Help @ Home
Offering a variety of services to suit your needs

Years of experience in domestic and care settings 

Tel: 07951 365025   
Email: jdhomehelp@gmail.com

l Cleaning
l Pet care
l Shopping

l Care work
l Dog walking/sitting 
l Hoovering and Ironing

l Fully Insured

WINDOW CLEANER
SJ NYE  01603 868014 

07717185767
MOST QUOTES CAN BE GIVEN OVER THE TELEPHONE.   
-----------------------------------------------------------

GUTTER CLEANING
FREE CAMERA SURVEY

WE ALSO CLEAN, FASCIAS AND CONSERVATORY ROOFS.
CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE. 
  NYE CLEANING (01603)868014

Services.
Paving & Groundworks

•Landscaping
•Driveways
•Patio’s
•Paths
•Fencing
•Drainage
•Foundations
•Groundwork
•Mini Digger & Driver

Call: 07747443460

Services.
Paving & Groundworks

•Landscaping
•Driveways
•Patio’s
•Paths
•Fencing
•Drainage
•Foundations
•Groundwork
•Mini Digger & Driver

Call: 07747443460

•Landscaping  •Driveways  •Patios  
•Paths  •Fencing  •Drainage 
•Foundations  •Groundwork 
•Mini Digger & Driver

Call: 07747443460

Attleborough
T: 01953 453143

Aylsham
T: 01263 732123

Dereham
T: 01362 692424

Diss
T: 01379 641221

Long Stratton
T: 01508 530033

Norwich 
T: 01603 677077

Watton
T: 01953 882864

Wymondham
T: 01953 606351

T 01953 882864 |  www.spiresolicitors.co.uk

Watton Office- 40 High Street, Watton, IP25 6AE

Outstanding advice and legal 
expertise for the region.

Specialising in many areas of law including:
Conveyancing

Family Law
Wills, Tax & Probate

Lasting Powers of Attorney
Corporate & Commercial 

Litigation & Disputes
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The Silver Social Project is pleased to announce that 
Breckland Council has taken the decision to fund the project 
for a further three years! The project has come such a long 
way since its inception three years ago and we are excited 
to take it forward into phase two, continuing to bring high 
quality arts events to rural Breckland Communities for the 
wellbeing of older residents.

The Silver Social is an exciting daytime touring arts programme, aimed at older 
people in rural communities in Breckland. The project brings something a little 
different to daily life in towns and villages across Breckland, Norfolk.  Whether you 
want to meet new people over a cuppa, take part in new social pursuits, or you 
know a neighbour or family member who might like to join a new group, we aim 
to bring high quality accessible arts in a friendly, familiar space. See below for more 
information.

Since submitting our article, changes have been made which means our next event 
programmed for April 20th-24th will now be cancelled.

To book visit our website www.thesilversocial.com; phone 01362656870 or email 
community@breckland.gov.uk

Last time, following our wine tasting, I began with, “What were the three things that 
the oldest person who ever lived attributed to her living to a ripe old age?” then 
put “Answers below”. Oopsy-daisy, it wasn’t. Here it is: Wine, olive oil and 3kg of 
chocolate a week. I suspect the 3kg element was the 122-year-old having a bit of 
fun…but who knows?

Unsurprisingly, we have had to cancel the visit in May from our French guests for the 
first time in 35 years. Whilst a great shame, it was really the only alternative. What 
is good is that there were due to be 6 new English hosts (4 adults, 2 children) and 
10 new French guests (3 adults, 7 children), so that there is a mixture of those who 
have been twinning for many years and newbies giving it a try. Long may it be so…
pandemics permitting!

Steve Kite, Chairman - stephenkite52@gmail.com

SHIPDHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
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In March we sent donations to the East Anglian Air Ambulance and The British 

Heart Foundation. Dawne Hart, BHF Fundraising Manager, Norfolk, joined us at our 

Meeting to collect their cheque. Dawne couldn’t believe how much we achieve as 

a group from the knitted items we produce and the money we raise. She was also 

amazed at the amount of chattering and laughter achieved at the same time, we 

told her this is a knack practised over several years.

The Group is sad to hear that Reverend Gill and her husband, Bernie, are leaving 

the village. We wish to thank them for all their help and support during their time 

here. They will be greatly missed and leave with our very best wishes for the future.

Owing to the corona virus outbreak and advice given for care ALL Knitters’ 

meetings are cancelled until further notice, but please keep knitting and in touch 

with other members. We look forward to the resumption of meetings and carrying 

out plans made for later in the year.

 For more information please contact:

Kathy on 820615, Marlene 820327 or Sue H 822536

CHARITY BINGO

Bradenham Cricket Club - Great Cressingham Village Hall Bingo

Postponded until further notice. 
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Peter Rudling Travel
Specialists in Airport Transfers,  

Train Stations & Seaports
24 Hour Service (Pre-Booked) 

Mercedes Cars 
Wedding Car Service

Contact us on: 01362 821140 
07776040004 / 07545560565 

www.peterrudlingtravel.co.uk

ANDY’S CARS
CAR BODY REPAIR SPECIALISTS

l Quality Accident Repairs
l Full/Part Resprays
l Welding
l Panel Beating

l Colour Coding
l Bodykits and Styling
l Personal Service

l Free Estimates

CALL (01362) 822177
Unit 2, The Old Foundry, Market Street, Shipdham

VAN AND A MAN
MOVE ANYTHING, ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

NATIONWIDE COVERAGE:
•	SINGLE ITEMS OR FULL HOUSEHOLD REMOVALS
•	SAME DAY SERVICE
•	SEVEN DAYS/EVENINGS
•	STUDENT MOVES
•	ONE OR TWO MAN TEAM
•	OFFICE/UPRIGHT PIANO MOVES
•	FREE INSTANT QUOTES
•	ALL CLEARANCES UNDERTAKEN

TEL: 01953 488919 / 01362 687222 MOB: 07751 171606
www.vanandaman.com Email: gary@vanandaman.com

Breckland Brush 
Chimney Sweep  

& Stove Installation

NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CHIMNEY SWEEPS

www.brecklandbrush.co.uk
Qualified Experienced Professional

01953 881579
07966 298777

David A Cutting Building Surveyors Ltd
Breckland Business Centre : St Withburga Lane: Dereham 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS & ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANTS
Tel: 01362 821000 or visit us at: www.dacsurveyors.co.uk

l Full Architectural & Surveying Services for all 
Building Work

l Detailed Plans, Specifications and Schedules
l Tender Documents and Contract Administration

l Quantity Surveying and Estimating 
l Homebuyers Surveys
l Structural Surveys and  

Defect Analysis Reports
CONTACT US BEFORE YOU PURCHASE OR BUILD

W.C. LITTLEPROUD & SON
Family Funeral Directors

Serving Mid-Norfolk“Our family taking  
care of your family” u Owned by the Littleproud family for over 75 years

u Pre-Paid & Pre-arrangement funeral plans available
u Horse-drawn & Green Funerals

Tel: 01362 695458 or 01760 440269
Hale Road, Bradenham, IP25 7RA

www.littleproud-funerals.co.uk
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M.O.T’S
Book your MOT online at www.ivanchubbock.co.uk 

Or Call 01362 820416
Cars, 4 X 4’s, pick-ups, vans, campers, motorcycles,  

three wheelers, trikes, horse-boxes and mini buses/PSV’s
We can MOT everything

MOT’s start from £29.00 to £35.00
We also offer a very well equipped workshop for all your 

motoring needs
IVAN CHUBBOCK GARAGE SERVICES LTD 

SHIPDHAM
We’re 60 years old

SHIPDHAM POST OFFICE & CONVENIENCE STORES
A friendly, family business run by Lax & Raj Purewal (opp. Village Green)

Telephone: Dereham (01362) 820285
SHIPDHAM’S LARGEST ONE STOP SHOP OPEN 7 DAYS

We are always happy to take requests for specific requirements
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

New Special Deals & Multi-Buys now available
Delicatessen, Fresh Fruit & Vegetables, Fresh Flowers & Plants (in season), 
Flowers by post, Fresh Bread from Hingham Bakery, Pastries/Sandwiches, 

Bunnings local fish, Cromer Crabs (in season), Ices, Wide range of 
Convenience Foods, Pet Foods, Stationery, Gifts & Toys, Fax Service, 

Bottle Gas, Mobile top-up, Photocopier, Tobacco & Off-Licence.
Large variety of Cards - views of Shipdham by Liz Mace

NATIONAL LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY NOW AVAILABLE
Cash Machine. Groceries delivered by arrangement

In the Post Office we offer:
Personal Banking - selected Banks (no charge by Post Office), Motor Tax, 
Insurance, Foreign Currency, Euros in stock, Loans, Phones and more.
Shop: Mon - Fri 6:00am - 7pm, Sat 6:30am - 7pm, Sun 8am - 4pm

Post Office: Mon - Fri 9:00am - 5:30pm, Sat 9:00am - 12:30pm
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No job too big or too small
Friendly reliable service
Over 35 years in trade

Jimmy Burt 
Plastering Services

Call Jimmy Burt

07833 965606  
or 01953 713855

Covering South Norfolk
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Adrian 
Grauwiler

Egan 
Electrical

Domestic Electrical 
Contractor

Lighting * Sockets 
New Build * Rewiring

No job too small
Part ‘P’ Registered

adrian@eganelectrical.net

Mobile: 07915 062964

Approved Contractor
www.elecsa.co.uk

Shipdham 
Manor

Private Residential
and Retirement Home

Proprietors: Healthcare Homes

Manager: Kayleigh Emsley

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM 
THETFORD, NORFOLK IP25 7LB

Telephone:  
Dereham (01362) 820939

GOsC Registered Osteopath

Practising at: Willow Farm,  
Dereham Road, Garvestone.

Weekend & evening 
appointments available.

Spinal Pain Sciatica
Headaches Muscle Strains
Ligament Sprains Sports Injuries

Chronic Conditions
Problems relating to Pregnancy
Babies to the Elderly treated

Animals also treated
For more information,

Or to book an appointment, contact
Caroline De Wilde BSc (Hons) Ost.

Tel: 01362 858530



16

BRADENHAM HORTICULTURE & GARDEN CLUB

We were delighted to welcome Richard Clark from Panache 
Plants to talk about Hardy Exotics in the garden on Thursday 
20th February. Despite the wind and rain, we had a good turnout 
and were rewarded with Richard`s fascinating, enthusiastic 
talk. Richard is a multiple Gold Medal award winner who has 
developed several unique varieties of plant from experimentation. 

He started by telling us that hardy meant just that - plants that 
could survive winter temperatures of below 10°c, provided the crown of the plant 
was below ground. Into this category came Hedychiums, Roscoeas and Pineapple 
Lilies, all of which looked as if they belonged in a hot house, but were “as tough as old 
boots”. We also learned how tough succulents such as Echeveria could be and how 
correct planting places meant there was no need to lag banana plants for the winter. 
As if this was not enough, Richard brought along a selection of plants to purchase 
(at very reasonable prices), ensuring that a number of us went home with full bags! 

Our mini-show was an arrangement of dried seed heads. The results were as follows:

1st Place Barbara Steward
2nd Place Pauline Rant 
3rd Place Anne-Marie Haskey 
Highly Commended Pam Walker

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
In response to the current Corvid 19 pandemic, and to safeguard the health of our 
members and the wider community, we are cancelling our Spring Show and meetings. 
We will keep you informed.

Contact Barbara Steward barpamsteward@gmail.com or

Laurene Henderson 07942 820590 LaureneH1@outlook.com

Shipdham WI Hall
Have you got an event coming up, a birthday, christening, 

fundraising event then why not book the WI Hall?  
The booking charge is £5 per hour including heating and lighting.
For further information or to book call Marlene on 01362 820327.
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TIME FOR A LAUGH

1. What is the best day to go to the beach? Sunday, of course!

2. What bow can’t be tied? A rainbow!

3. How many tickles does it take to make an Octopus laugh? Ten-tickles.

4. How does a dog stop a video? By hitting the paws button!

5. People think “icy” is the easiest word to spell. Come to think of it, I see why.

6. My teachers told me I’d never amount to much because I procrastinate so much. 
I told them, “Just you wait!”

7. Comic Sans walks into a bar. The bartender says, “We don’t serve your type here.”

8. What’s the easiest way to get straight A’s? Use a ruler.

9. A grasshopper sits down at a bar. The bartender says, “We have a drink named after 
you!” The grasshopper replies, “Who names a drink ‘Steve’?’”

10. What’s a balloon’s least favourite type of music? Pop.

11. I went into a store to buy some books about turtles. “Hardbacks?” asked the 
shopkeeper. “Yes,” I replied. “And they have little heads, too.”

12. What does the world’s top dentist get? A little plaque.

13. I used to be addicted to not showering. Luckily, I’ve been clean for five years.

14. Have you heard about Murphy’s Law? Yes. Anything that can go wrong will go 
wrong. How about Cole’s Law? No. It’s finely-sliced cabbage in a creamy dressing.

15. What did the green grape say to the purple grape? “Breathe, man! Breathe!”

16. What’s the difference between a hippo and a Zippo? One is really heavy, the 
other’s a little lighter.

17. How does a farmer mend his overalls? With cabbage patches.

18. Why was the tomato red? Because he saw the salad dressing.

19. I got my husband a fridge for his birthday. His face lit up when he opened it.

20. Why were they called the Dark Ages? Because there were lots of knights.

21. What did the big flower say to the little flower? Hi bud!

22. Why is no one friends with Dracula? Because he’s a pain in the neck.

23. What did one toilet say to the other? You look flushed.
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DIARY OF REGULAR EVENTS

Monday  
Weekly Shipdham Art Group WI Hall 10:00am 
 Judo Club Bullock Park 7:00pm 5-16yrs

   8:00pm 16yrs+ Bob Hunter 01362 695910 
3rd Monday of each month  Shipdham Branch Royal British Legion The Golden Dog 8:00pm

Tuesday
Weekly Whist Drive WI Hall 7:30pm 
 East Coast Premier Marshal Arts Bullock Park 6:00-8.30pm eastcoastpm@gmail.com

1st Tuesday of each month Shipdham Knitters WI Hall 1.00pm - 3.00pm Kathy Newton 01362 820615

Wednesday
Weekly Zumba Bullock Park 8:00pm Jeanette Chant 07909 735356

3rd Wednesday of each month Shipdham & District Book Group  2:00pm 
 Coach to Norwich King’s Café 9:10am 
 Line Dancing WI Hall 1:30pm - 3:30pm 
2nd Wednesday of each month Shipdham Knitters Shipdham Church 1.00pm - 3.00pm Kathy Newton 01362 820615 
 1st Shipdham Brownies WI Hall 5:30pm - 7:00pm 
 1st Shipdham Guides WI Hall 7:15pm - 9:00pm www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested 
2nd Wednesday of each month Bingo WI Hall 7:30pm

Thursday
Weekly 1st Shipdham (Thomas Bullock) Scout Group  Bullock Park Beavers 5:00-6.15pm 6-8yrs 
   Cubs and Scouts 6.30-8:00pm 8-14yrs 07434 901082 
    admin@1stshipdhamthomasbullockscoutgroup.co.uk
1st Thursday of each month Shipdham Garden Club  
 & Horticultural Society WI Hall 7:30pm 07885 113860
1st Thursday of each month Cafe Saints All Saints Church 9.30am - 11.30am
3rd Thursday of each month Shipdham Wives Group WI Hall 7:30pm Audrey Griffiths 01362 821448 
4th Thursday of each month Dereham Flower Club Toftwood Village Hall 7:30pm (Feb, Mar, May-Oct) 01362 638320 
Last Thursday of each month Shipdham Fuchsia Society   Paul Lambert 01362 695820 
 Art Classes WI Hall 10:00am - 1.00pm Jim 01603 457055
Friday
Weekly Yoga Bullock Park 7:00pm - 8:30pm Laura Dunn 07724199385
 East Coast Premier Marshal Arts Bullock Park 6:00-8.30pm eastcoastpm@gmail.com
Last Friday of Month Charity Quiz WI Hall 7:30pm Gillian de Cruz 077202 88116

DAY CLUB/EVENT VENUE TIME CONTACT
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DIARY OF REGULAR EVENTS

Monday  
Weekly Shipdham Art Group WI Hall 10:00am 
 Judo Club Bullock Park 7:00pm 5-16yrs

   8:00pm 16yrs+ Bob Hunter 01362 695910 
3rd Monday of each month  Shipdham Branch Royal British Legion The Golden Dog 8:00pm

Tuesday
Weekly Whist Drive WI Hall 7:30pm 
 East Coast Premier Marshal Arts Bullock Park 6:00-8.30pm eastcoastpm@gmail.com

1st Tuesday of each month Shipdham Knitters WI Hall 1.00pm - 3.00pm Kathy Newton 01362 820615

Wednesday
Weekly Zumba Bullock Park 8:00pm Jeanette Chant 07909 735356

3rd Wednesday of each month Shipdham & District Book Group  2:00pm 
 Coach to Norwich King’s Café 9:10am 
 Line Dancing WI Hall 1:30pm - 3:30pm 
2nd Wednesday of each month Shipdham Knitters Shipdham Church 1.00pm - 3.00pm Kathy Newton 01362 820615 
 1st Shipdham Brownies WI Hall 5:30pm - 7:00pm 
 1st Shipdham Guides WI Hall 7:15pm - 9:00pm www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested 
2nd Wednesday of each month Bingo WI Hall 7:30pm

Thursday
Weekly 1st Shipdham (Thomas Bullock) Scout Group  Bullock Park Beavers 5:00-6.15pm 6-8yrs 
   Cubs and Scouts 6.30-8:00pm 8-14yrs 07434 901082 
    admin@1stshipdhamthomasbullockscoutgroup.co.uk
1st Thursday of each month Shipdham Garden Club  
 & Horticultural Society WI Hall 7:30pm 07885 113860
1st Thursday of each month Cafe Saints All Saints Church 9.30am - 11.30am
3rd Thursday of each month Shipdham Wives Group WI Hall 7:30pm Audrey Griffiths 01362 821448 
4th Thursday of each month Dereham Flower Club Toftwood Village Hall 7:30pm (Feb, Mar, May-Oct) 01362 638320 
Last Thursday of each month Shipdham Fuchsia Society   Paul Lambert 01362 695820 
 Art Classes WI Hall 10:00am - 1.00pm Jim 01603 457055
Friday
Weekly Yoga Bullock Park 7:00pm - 8:30pm Laura Dunn 07724199385
 East Coast Premier Marshal Arts Bullock Park 6:00-8.30pm eastcoastpm@gmail.com
Last Friday of Month Charity Quiz WI Hall 7:30pm Gillian de Cruz 077202 88116

DAY CLUB/EVENT VENUE TIME CONTACT
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NOW OPEN 
Tuesday to Sunday 9am to 3.30pm 

Closed Monday
Coffees, Teas & Hot Chocolate
Variety of Homemade Cakes  

& Cream Teas from £5 a head
All Day Breakfast/Daily Specials
Cooked Lunches & Sandwiches

Vegetarian options available
Beer garden & children’s play area

**Parties & Wakes available  
with pre-booking**

Call: 01362 820030 to book

King’s Cafe 

2 Dereham Road, 

Shipdham 

IP25 7NA

Tel: 01362 820030

l Bookkeeping & Accounts

l Company & Business Start-ups

l Payroll - Workplace Pensions & CIS returns

l Credit Control  l VAT Returns  

l Final Accounts - Sole Traders, Partnerships 
& Limited Companies

l Self-Assessment Tax Returns

l Administration

l Bookkeeping Software Advice

Offices in: 
Dereham 01362 691275 
Fakenham 01328 851440

E: accounts@scsaccountingsolutions.co.uk 
www.scsaccountingsolutions.co.uk

We offer every 
business and 
individual client, 
clear, trusted and 
valuable support 
with their financial 
records to help 
them focus on the 
important task 
of making their 
business profitable.

accounting
solut ionsSCS

helping you manage your business

Do you find 
yourself lost 
in paperwork?

LET US help YOU

Hair by 
Jeanette

Market Street, Shipdham
l Established Unisex Salon

l Member of National Hairdressers Federation
l Fully qualified and experienced staff

l Offering a full range of Hair Treatments at  
very competitive prices

Telephone: (01362) 820042

M.O.T’S
Book your MOT online at www.ivanchubbock.co.uk 

Or Call 01362 820416
Cars, 4 X 4’s, pick-ups, vans, campers, motorcycles,  

three wheelers, trikes, horse-boxes and mini buses/PSV’s
We can MOT everything

MOT’s start from £29.00 to £35.00
We also offer a very well equipped workshop for all your 

motoring needs
IVAN CHUBBOCK GARAGE SERVICES 

SHIPDHAM
We’re 60 years old

Qualified Foot Health Professional
Helen Malcolmson (MCFHP, MAFHP)

Convenient Foot Care Treatment
u Ingrown toenails
u Fungal nail treatment
u Corn & callus removal
u Bunion care
u General footcare

Telephone: 01362 692892 
MOBILE: 07796 617938

Peter Rudling Travel
Specialists in Airport Transfers,  

Train Stations & Seaports
24 Hour Service (Pre-Booked) 

Mercedes Cars 
Wedding Car Service

Contact us on: 01362 821140 
07776040004 / 07545560565 

www.peterrudlingtravel.co.uk

Kitchen Fitter
Work Tops / Sink Changes 
Twenty years experience 

01362 861356 - MICK WEIGHT 
Email: weightmick@yahoo.co.uk
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Jacksons Car Sales
Market Street, Shipdham

Cam Belts supplied & fitted from £79.95
Servicing from £49.95
Brake-pads supplied & fitted from £29.95
Tyres supplied & fitted from  £24.95 

On board computer diagnostic and health check from £19.95 
Four wheel laser alignment from £19.95

Call today for a quote: 01362 820700

MOT’S 
Bikes £24.95
Car & Class 7  
from £39.95

Air Conditioning  
Re-gas & service  

£39.95

Full range of Family, Sports & Prestige used cars

Finance by BlackHorse available subject to status. 5.9% APR

With an extensive range of second hand cars featuring all 
makes and models. Get the best prices and widest choice on 

quality used cars, contact us today!

Part Exchange & Warranty

Tel: 01362 821446 
www.jacksoncarsales.co.uk
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Experienced Carer/Personal Assistant 
from your local area

Be independent at home. Fully insured. 
30 years experience. References available. 

All aspects of care undertaken.

Also experienced in helping and supporting the  
terminally ill, which includes Cancer care

Qualified to resuscitate. Private, Non-Agency,  
One to one care. Trustworthy and reliable. 

Dementia & Alzheimers experienced.

Call Gilly - 01362 820083 Mobile: 07827 620208

PONDER’S  
GARAGE

MOT TESTING 
PETROL, DIESEL & CATALYSTS 

SERVICING & REPAIRS 
CAR ALARMS & IMMOBILISERS 

MOBILE PHONE HANDS-FREE KITS FITTED

CHAPEL STREET, SHIPDHAM
Tel: 01362 820238 Fax: 01362 822582

PANWORTH HALL FARM COTTAGES
We have cottages for rent in Ashill for long or short lets

s Open Fire, Central Heating

s Own Gardens and Parking

s Sleeps 4/5

s Pets Welcome
For price and availability telephone:
Ralli Properties on: 01760 440852

JOE SISTO
TV, Video, DVD and Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs

l Free Estimates

l All Makes & Models

l Qualified Engineer

l 30 Years Experience

l Work Guaranteed

l Discount for OAP’s
l Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services

White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp. Rectory)

Telephone: 01760 722168 
Mobile: 07785 746682
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Shipdham Judo club  
are looking for Senior Members aged 16+ 

It doesn’t matter about your age or ability, if you want 
to get fit, meet new people or have fun, we will take you 
on. We have two sessions on a Monday night at Bullock 

Park Pavillion: children over 5yrs, 7pm-8pm  
and an adult 16+ session, 8pm-9pm

For more information contact Bob Hunter  
on 07885 692028 

or visit facebook.com/pg/senryushipdham

Household cleaning & Ironing
One-off cleans or regular visits

Holiday-let cleans - Holiday pet care
Office Admin

Contact me if you need a hand
Mobile: 07745923454

Email: lynda@lyndahand.co.uk

 
Advertising in Shipdham News

1/8 page £100
1/4 page £150
1/2 page £200
Full page £350

For 12 months - 10 copies
Please contact: T.hewett@outlook.com 

The deadline for receiving contributions for the Magazine is the  
18th of each month. We are delighted to receive articles from Shipdham 

organisations and groups which help keep residents in touch.  
Please be aware of GDPR regulations and keep your report to either half a 

page (approx 275 words) or a full page (approx 525 words). 

Please send your articles to: shipdham.news@hotmail.co.uk

*Note: Dec/Jan and Jul/Aug are double issues.

Thank you to all of our regular contributors.
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MONEY MATTERS 
I had intended this article to be printed at the beginning of March 
and my first article to have been printed in the February issue.

At this time of year - mid February to mid March - it is 
recommended that you bear in mind the end of the tax 
year and changes that will take place from any Budget 
announcements! This management of your finances should 
take place EVERY year. Some people may well think 
it’s boring but it is the sensible thing to do. What do 
I need to do for the next tax year, if anything? Am 
I happy with the way things are? Am I maximising 
my personal allowances (legitimately at least!!) Do I 
need to move any of my monies to benefit further?

a) The current first £12,500 each of earned income is income tax free - what will it 
be for the next tax year? Can/will I benefit from that? 

b) Currently the 1st £1,000 of interest is income tax free - am I benefiting from that?

c) Currently the 1st £2,000 of dividend income is income tax free - am I benefiting 
from that?

d) Currently the 1st £12,000 of Capital Gains is tax free - can/am I benefiting from 
that?

So, potentially you could be in receipt of at least £15,500 per year and pay no tax - 
are you??

Pension reviews should also take place - can I increase my contributions which will 
benefit my income tax allowances, for instance. Am I in a position to/do I wish to, 
make a one-off AVC payment into my pension scheme? If I am in receipt of pension 
payment(s), can I do anything to reduce my tax bill and maximise my exemptions? 

There are other things that some people need to consider as well, but they aren’t 
necessarily part of an annual review. Life time gifting, inheritance tax planning, make/
changing a will, etc.,. 

Another thing that people sometimes are uncertain of is: when is an ISA the right 
thing to have? You do not really NEED an ISA unless the above allowances are already 
being maximised. A lot of ISA’s are “sold” to people because it creates income for the 
seller/investment house NOT BECAUSE it is best for YOU!!!!! 
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If there are fees involved, be more wary - ‘do I benefit from this’ should always be 

the question. There is a cash ISA and an Investment (stocks and shares) ISA (which 

carries a higher risk). It is not the ‘be all and end all’ that it is sometimes portrayed 

as. It should always be a consideration for people paying higher rates of tax - so, it 

potentially is more important if you are one of those people BUT it should form 

part of an investment strategy - not a savings investment in isolation !!! As at this 

morning (early March) I am being besieged by email mailshots about ISA’s. They 

should probably be ignored as unless you are already in receipt of your income tax 

free allowances, they are unnecessary - higher rate tax payers may need to consider 

though - but scan the market - don’t just reply and accept from a mailshot !!! 

This has been written before the Budget due on Wednesday 11th March 2020, so 

what changes in that Budget will affect you - positively or negatively ??? Are you in a 

position to change things if you should/wish/need to? Will Budget announcements in 

the future be made in the Autumn or remain in March in years to come?

Whatever happens and whatever you do/not do is now down to you! So many things 

need to be thought of: make a crib sheet of your priorities each year - use it to 

change/adjust things if you need to. 

None of us like the idea of paying too much tax, so - money does needs to be 

managed to ensure that we don’t pay too much tax!! Does that apply to you ???? 

Richard Playford - 822154

Our first sale of the year was held at Thompson Community Hall recently and raised 
£1,650.34, to be split between the Hall and Thompson & Griston churches. This 
was a magnificent amount, and we’d like to express our thanks to all who’ve helped 
achieve that. The cakes and chocolate went especially well!

Our Summer Sale on Saturday 6th June is currently under review due to the current 
UK situation. More information will be provided nearer the time if this event will 
continue to run.

Keith & Caroline

GRAND SECOND HAND BOOK SALE
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The Shipdham Notice Board

Parish Council meetings are at 
the WI Hall, usually on the 2nd 

Monday of each month. 
15 minutes in each meeting are 

open for your questions. 
Come along and have your say.

Fly tipping? Pot-holes?  
Dead deer on the Green? 

Anti-social behaviour? 
Excessive noise? 
Abandoned cars?  

Dog mess? Litter on the 
footpaths? Something 

causing offence?

REPORT IT!
Use the ‘Report it’ buttons 

on the BDC and NCC 
websites!

Then, please, if you can, 
pick up the rubbish you are 
complaining about and put it 
in the bin. Yes, it’s unfair, but 
it makes the village better for 

everyone.

Welcome to the Shipdham Parish Council Notice Board.
Contact Paul Hewett, James Shelley or Simon Smith for further

information on anything on these pages.

Are you interested in the 
wellbeing and the development 

of Shipdham?
It is easy to have and express 

a view. How about volunteering 
and helping to deliver that view? 
Shipdham, and the community of 
Shipdham, with its committees, 
clubs, spaces, and societies, 
is run by volunteers keen to 

improve the lives of villagers, the 
local community, and the local 

environment. If you want to see 
the village change, please be the 
change. If you want the PC, PCC 
or other to do something on your 

behalf, come along to a PC or PCC 
meeting with your views and a plan 

for action.

Village Halls to rent at great rates!
Bullock Park: Sarah Howlett 820047 

Now available Monday to Friday, Mornings and Afternoons
WI Hall: Marlene Secker 820327

If you are fortunate to have a ditch 
running outside of your house, 

please keep it clear from debris to 
ensure any water in it runs freely 
– you may be creating problems 

upstream if not.

Welcome to the Shipdham Parish Council Notice Board. 
Contact Paul Hewett, James Shelley or Simon Smith  
for further information on anything on these pages.

Fly tipping? Pot-holes? 
Anti-social behaviour? Excessive 

noise? Abandoned cars? Dog mess? 
Litter on the footpaths?  Something 

causing offence? 
REPORT IT! 

On the BDC and NCC websites!

Parish Council meetings are at the 
WI Hall, on the 2nd Monday of each 
month. 15 minutes in each meeting 

are for your questions. 
Come along and have your say!

The Shipdham Notice Board

Do you have a hedge? 
Please remember to cut it back if it 
overhangs a footpath. Thank you

Highlights from the recent Parish 
Council meeting in March.  Formal 
minutes (including all decisions 
made) are posted on the village notice 
boards, the Parish web site and on 
Nextdoor once approved: 
•    Payments made for various village 

matters including village tree 
works, HSE matting for cars in the 
Churchyard, and additional Bullock 
Park play equipment 

•    Comments made via the Planning 
Portal on a number of current 
planning applications 

•    Updates from Bullock Park 
management committee of spring 
and summer events 

•    Plans made to clear the ditches on 
either side of the village on Parish 
land in consultation with local 
farmers and landowners 

•    Reports made of damaged dog 
bins, non-working lights, poor 
parking, damaged trees, etc – all 
currently being actioned 

•    Agreed to renew village insurance 
for a three-year period to get best 
value

IMPORTANT VILLAGE 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish of 
Shipdham will take place 
on Wednesday 15 April 
at 7:30pm at the WI Hall 

Please note this is not on the usual 
Monday due to the Easter holidays. 

Please come along and hear what has been 
going on for the past year in your village and 

in the wider community: clubs, societies, 
groups, as well as annual updates from SPC, 
SPCC, BDC and NCC. It’s acronym city here! 

Postponed until 

later date
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Your Parish Council - your call
Contact the Clerk in the first instance on any parish matter:  

June Smith - 01760 440953
For other Councillors, contact details are: 

Carole Playford (Chair) - 079541 20345 or 822154 
Paul Hewett (Vice Chair) - 820354  James Shelley - 07854 402025 

Marlene Secker - 820327  Mark Crane - 821440  Jo Dewing - 821285 
Barry Allum - 820024  Steve Worth - 821069  Ann Stolworthy - 820567 

Simon Smith - 07885 113860  Julian Woodrow - 820179
Website: www.shipdham.org  Clerk: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com

PLEASE TAKE PRIDE IN 
SHIPDHAM

Keep your dog under 
close supervision and on 
a lead at Bullock Park or 

on Bradenham Road. Both 
of these have instances of 
dog poo being left on the 
kerb side or on resident’s 

properties. Please stop - take 
your dog’s poo home with you 

or put it in one of the many 
bins in the village. Wherever 
you walk them - Please clean 

up after your dog!

Highlights from the recent Parish 
Council meeting in January.  
Formal minutes (including all 
decisions made) are posted on the 
village notice boards, the Parish 
web site and on Nextdoor once 
approved:
• A number of planning applications 
discussed and commented upon - see 
the Planning Portal on Breckland’s 
web site under Shipdham Parish for 
details or to add your own comments 
on any of them
• New play equipment to be installed 
at Bullock Park in February
• New financial regulations approved
• Footpath lighting between Chapel 
Street and Pound Green Close being 
reviewed and assessed
• Locations discussed following kind 
and appreciated offer of memorial 
bench

Do you have a hedge?
Please remember to cut it back if it 
overhangs a footpath. Thank you

A huge thank you to our volunteers 
who quietly and pick up other 
people’s litter in the village and 

make everything nicer for everyone. 
Wouldn’t it be better though if 

everyone did that themselves? And 
another thank you for all those who 
made Shipdham look so delightful 
over Christmas, and put a smile on 

people’s faces! Thank you all!

Please take pride in Shipdham 
Please take your dog’s poo home 

with you or put it on one of the 
many bins in the village. 

Wherever you walk them – 
Please clean up after your dog!

Village Halls to rent 
at great rates! 

Bullock Park: Sarah Howlett - 820047 
WI Hall: Marlene Secker - 820327 

Village correspondent: 
James Shelley - 07854 402025

Your Parish Council  your call 
Contact the Clerk in first instance on any parish matter: June Smith - 01760 440953 

For other Councillors, contact details are: 
Carole Playford (Chair) - 07954 120345 or 822154 

Paul Hewett (Vice Chair) - 820354   Barry Allum - 820024 
Mark Crane - 821440   Jo Dewing - 821285   Marlene Secker - 820327 

James Shelley - 07854 402025   Simon Smith - 07885 113860 
Ann Stolworthy - 820567   Julian Woodrow - 820179   Steve Worth - 821069 

Website: www.shipdham.org Clerk: clerk.shipdham@btconnect.com

Important information for all residents concerning the 
coronavirus from Breckland Council: 

As at the submission date for this article there are no conrmed cases of Coronavirus 
in Norfolk.  But through the Norfolk Resilience Forum Breckland is working to 
prepare for the impact of Coronavirus on its services and to protect our most 
vulnerable residents, in line with Public Health England and central Government 
advice: Current advice from the Department of Health and Public Health England can 
be found on: 
Other guidance to the public can be found on the NHS website: 
The information below also provides some key messages which you may nd useful: 
•    Washing hands for 20 seconds is still central to the expanded public awareness 

campaign to prevent and slow the spread of coronavirus.  
•    For those that need medical help, NHS 111 has an online coronavirus service that 

can tell you if you need medical help and advise you what to do. 
You should use the 111 service if: 
•    you think you might have coronavirus 
•    in the last 14 days they have been to a country or area with a high risk of 

coronavirus 
•    you have been in close contact with someone with coronavirus 
You should not go to a GP surgery, pharmacy or hospital. 
If there is a chance you have coronavirus please stay away from other people. 
If you need local help, or if you want assistance with shopping when self‐isolating, 
please call any one of the Parish Councillors and we will all try to do our best to help.
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The Morning that Death was Killed  
a poem for Easter

I woke in a place that was dark
The air was spicy and still

I was bandaged from head to foot
The morning that death was killed.

I rose from a mattress of stone
I folded my clothes on the sill
I heard the door rolling open

The morning that death was killed.

I walked alone in the garden
The birds in the branches trilled

It felt like a new beginning
The morning that death was killed.

Mary, she came there to find me
Peter with wonder was filled

And John came running and jumping
The morning that death was killed.

My friends were lost in amazement 
My father, I knew, was thrilled

Things were never the same again
After the morning that death was killed. 

by Steve Turner


